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The potential roles of Statistical Metainformation concerning the design, develop­
ment and long-term maintenance of Statistical Information Systems have been 
identified and investigated in a number of areas. The goals of disseminating results 
and identifying potential future directions in the field have suffered from the lack 
of a forum for comparison and discussion. In order to encourage closer collabora­
tions and experience sharing between researchers in the field and potential users 
of the results, World Systems has organized a workshop under the sponsoring of 
the Statistical Office of the European Commission (Eurostat) on current research 
and practice with regard to Statistical Metainformation Systems. 
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