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Abstract. This paper describes the establishment, development and evolution of national statistical offices worldwide. It is
written to commemorate John Koren and other writers who more than a century ago published national statistical histories. We
distinguish four broad periods: the establishment of the first statistical offices (1800–1914); the development after World War I
and including World War II (1918–1944); the development after World War II including the extraordinary work of the United
Nations Statistical Commission (1945–1974); and, finally, the development since 1975. Also, we report on what has been called
a “dark side of numbers”, i.e. “how data and data systems have been used to assist in planning and carrying out a wide range of
serious human rights abuses throughout the world”.
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1. Introduction

Westergaard [57] labeled the period from 1830 to
1849 as the “era of enthusiasm” in statistics to indi-
cate the increasing scale of their collection. Porter [34],
adopting this phrase, expanded this period to 1820–
1900, which Hacking [20,21] considered as the most
important for the history of statistics and characterized
it as the “avalanche of printed numbers”. Hacking [21]
noted that, this extensive collection of statistics “has
created, at the least, a great bureaucratic machinery. It
may think of itself as providing only information, but
it is itself part of the technology of power in a mod-
ern state”. And as Porter [34] argued: “If statistics pro-
vided bureaucracies with some of the knowledge that
is indispensable to power, they also suggested certain

∗Corresponding author: Catherine Michalopoulou, Department of
Social Policy, Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences,
Athens, Greece. E-mail: kmichalop@gmail.com.

limitations to this power. The limitations in question
are not constitutional ones, but constraints that now
seemed to exist independently of any formal arrange-
ments of government. . . . The ‘era of enthusiasm’ in
statistics was thus inspired by a new sense of the power
and dynamism of society. . . . The statists [statisticians]
sought to bring a measure of expertise to social ques-
tions, to replace contradictory preconceptions of the
interested parties by the certainty of careful empirical
observation.”

In this context and with the advent of statistical
internationalism, during the late nineteenth century,
national statistical histories started to be published.
For instance, in 1882, Cheysson [13], Director at the
French Ministry of Public Works – putting forward
the argument for the creation of a Central Statisti-
cal Commission in the fashion established in Bel-
gium by Quetelet – presented briefly organizational
histories of official statistics in twelve European coun-
tries (Table 1). In 1886, the Journal de la Société de
Statistique de Paris published fifteen national histo-
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Table 1
Some instances of published collections of national statistical histories, 1800–1914

Publication
Country Cheysson (1882) JSSP (1886) Meitzen (1891) Bertillion (1895) Koren (1918) Westergaard (1932)
Africa

Algeria
√

Egypt
√

Cap de Bonne
Espérance

√
Mauritius

√

Americas
Argentina

√
Brazil

√ √
Canada

√ √ √
Jamaica

√
United States

√ √ √ √
Uruguay

√

Asia
China

√
India

√ √ √
Japan

√
*

Turkey
√

Europe
Austria

√ √ √ √ √ √
Belgium

√ √ √ √ √ √
Berlin

√ √
Bulgaria

√
Denmark

√ √ √ √ √
Finland

√ √ √
France

√ √ √ √ √
Germany

√ √ √ √ √
Greece

√ √
Hungary

√ √ √ √ √ √
Italy

√ √ √ √
*

√
Latvia

√
Luxembourg

√
Netherlands

√ √ √ √ √
Norway

√ √ √ √ √
Portugal

√
Prussia

√ √ √ √
Romania

√
Russia

√ √ √ √ √
Saxony

√ √
Serbia

√
Spain

√ √ √
Sweden

√ √ √ √ √ √
Switzerland

√ √ √ √ √
UK

√ √ √ √ √

Oceania
Australia

√ √ √

Sources: J. Bertillon, Cours Élémentaire de Statistique Administrative: Élaboration des Statistiques. Organisation des Bureaux de Statistique.
Élements de Démographie, Paris, Société d’Editions Scientifiques, 1895; M. Cheysson, Le Conseil Supérieur de Statistique en France: Rapport
fait à la société de Paris, Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris, S23 (1882), 1–16; J. Koren, ed., The History of Statistics: Their Development
and Progress in Many Countries (reprinted from the 1st ed. 1918), Burt Franklin, New York, 1970; A. Meitzen, History, theory and technique of
statistics, (translated from the German edition, 1886), The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 1 (1891), Supplement
2, Part 1 (1891), 1 + 3 − 100; H. Westergaard, Contributions to the History of Statistics, P.S. King & Son, London, England, 1932. Notes: JSSP
= Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris S26 (1886), 145–413; papers on individual countries. Koren (1918) included for U.S. two articles
on federal and state statistics, respectively. *Articles requested and promised but work interrupted by the war.
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ries of official statistics. Six of these histories were
unsigned [8,12,17,22,37,40] and the rest were signed
by academics, government statisticians, “gentlemen-
statisticians” [35] and individuals often in formal posi-
tions as both directors of the bureaus and as professors:

– Beaujon [6], Professor at the University of Ams-
terdam (Netherlands);

– Becker [7], Director of the Royal Prussian Statis-
tical Bureau (Germany);

– Böckh [10], Professor at the University of Berlin
and Director of the Statistical Department of State
(Berlin);

– Bodio [11], Professor at the University of Rome
and Director General of the Statistical Depart-
ment (Italy);

– Gad [18], Head of the Statistical Bureau (Den-
mark);

– Ignatius [23], Director of the Central Statistical
Bureau (Finland);

– Inama-Sternegg [24], President of the Imperial
and Royal Central Statistical Commission (Aus-
tria);

– Kummer [28], Director of the Federal Statistical
Bureau (Switzerland);

– Levasseur [29], Professor at the College of France
(France: Part I);

– Sidenbladh [43], Chief of the Central Statistical
Bureau (Sweden). [36]

In 1886, Meitzen [30], Professor at the University of
Berlin, in his History, Theory and Technique of Statis-
tics, presented a brief account of the “rise of national
statistics in the various civilized countries”, i.e. sev-
enteen European countries and the United States. In
1895, Bertillon [9], Director of the Bureau de Statis-
tique Municipale in Paris presented briefly the history
of official statistics in thirty-three countries. He related
the history of statistical publications and activities, and
mainly the census-taking, the establishment of the first
statistical bureaus as well as the most prominent statis-
ticians that worked for the development of statistics
in each country (e.g. Farr and Engels) based on infor-
mation probably collected while attending the Inter-
national Statistical Congresses. In 1918, Koren [27] –
who had succeeded Willcox as President of the Amer-
ican Statistical Association in 1914 – to commemorate
the association’s seventy-fifth anniversary, edited The
History of Statistics: Their Development and Progress
in Many Countries, “a massive collection” [35] of fif-
teen national statistical histories covering the period
from 1800 to 1914 written by government statisticians,
academics and “gentlemen-statisticians” [35]. Koren’s
volume include:

– Arosenius, First Actuary of the Central Statistical
Bureau (Sweden);

– Baines, Ex-President of the Royal Statistical So-
ciety (India and, Great Britain and Ireland);

– Buday, Ministerial-Sektionsrat (Hungary);
– Cummings, Statistician at the Bureau of the Cen-

sus (United States: Federal statistics);
– Faure, Professor of Law at the University of Paris,

Member of the Central Statistical Commission
(France);

– Gettemy, Director of the Massachusetts Bureau of
Statistics (United States: State statistics);

– Godfrey, Editor at the Census and Statistics Office
(Canada);

– Jensen, Chief of the Statistical Department (Den-
mark);

– Julin, Director-General of the Labour Bureau
(Belgium);

– Kaufmann, Professor of Statistics at Petrograd
(Russia);

– Kiaer, Director of the Statistical Bureau, 1867–
1913 (Norway);

– Knibbs, Honorary Member of the American Sta-
tistical Association (Australia);

– Meyer, late President of the Imperial and Royal
Central Statistical Commission (Austria);

– Stuart, Professor of Statistics and Economics at
the University of Croningen, Chairman of the
Central Statistical Commission (Netherlands);

– Würzburger, Director of the Royal Statistical
State Office in Dresden (Germany) [27].

Desrosières [15] pointed out that works like Ko-
ren’s [27] book “devoted large sections to historical ac-
counts of statistical activities in different countries. . .
presented in factual, chronological, and institutional
form. . . listing the establishment of offices, adminis-
trative ties, censuses and other administrative compila-
tions”. This representation of statistical international-
ism would in time become standard form in published
discussions on the history and the theory of Statistics
during the 1930s. One of the earliest prominent exam-
ples of such a publication is Westergaard’s [57] Con-
tributions to the History of Statistics, where the state of
official statistics of twenty-three countries worldwide
was presented and discussed.

In this paper, the establishment of statistical offices’,
their development and evolution worldwide is retold
to commemorate the early writers’ published national
statistical histories and especially Koren’s outstanding
achievement dating back a century by now. This ac-
count is not an institutional history, since as Hack-
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ing [20] noted “every country was statistical in its own
way. . . Yet each [nation], in its own way, created simi-
lar institutions to create its own public numbers. Since
different administrations counted different things, the
numbers that were heaped up differed from case to
case. National conceptions of statistical data varied. . .
The institutions brought a new kind of man into being,
the man whose essence was plotted by a thousand num-
bers”. In the literature, works by Alonso and Starr [1],
Anderson [3], Beaud and Prévost [5], Patriarca [33],
Prévost and Beaud [35] and Starr [44], among others,
provide a “detailed analysis of the role of official statis-
tics, their institutional and political contexts, and the
networks of their social uses” [15].

To present the establishment, development and evo-
lution of statistical offices worldwide we distinguish
between four broad periods: 1800–1914, 1918–1944,
1945–1974 and 1975 to the present. To record the
establishment of the first statistical offices, the first
period was extended from the historical one (1820–
1900) so as to coincide with Koren’s collection of na-
tional statistical histories (Section 2). During the sec-
ond period, the development of statistical offices af-
ter World War I is presented (Section 3). The third pe-
riod records the development after World War II show-
ing the extraordinary work of the United Nations Sta-
tistical Commission (Section 4). The fourth period re-
ports on the statistical offices worldwide since 1975
(Section 5). But, of course, as Hacking [21] remarked,
“any periodization is suspect”. Also, we report on what
Seltzer and Anderson [41] demonstrated as a “dark
side of numbers”, i.e. “how data and data systems have
been used to assist in planning and carrying out a wide
range of serious human rights abuses throughout the
world” (Section 6) and conclude with a brief summary
(Section 7).

This record of the establishment, development and
evolution of statistical offices worldwide is based
mainly, apart from published sources, on information
provided online by the United Nations Statistics Di-
vision [54,55]. Also, information from the statistical
agencies’ official sites was used but not cited because
of its scale. The countries are presented with their cur-
rent names and status according to the United Nations
Statistics Division classification of area codes, geo-
graphical regions and composition of each region [52,
53]. The development of statistical offices is illustrated
in four maps based on Reeves’ [38] “equinational” car-
togram1 as they are ideal in demonstrating the progress

1Crampton [14] noted that: “Working in the spirit of humor and

made up to 1914, 1944, 1974, and since 1975, respec-
tively. The detailed relevant information on Africa, the
Americas, Asia, Europe and Oceania used for the cre-
ation of these maps is presented in Tables A1 to A5,
respectively.

2. In the beginning. . . the establishment of the first
statistical bureaus: 1800–1914

As it is well known, statistical activities as a tool
for government preceded the creation of offices dedi-
cated for their collection, analysis and dissemination.
Prévost and Beaud [35] pointed out that “these new bu-
reaucratic bodies were in some cases – France and Bel-
gium come readily to mind – the direct outgrowth of
political upheaval in line with democratizing trends. In
other circumstances, as in Russia, Austria or Prussia,
they were rather conceived in view of precluding, con-
taining or at least tightly managing political reform. In
either case, it was acknowledged that numbers were to
be published and submitted to the judgment of a pub-
lic that was able to appreciate, discuss and, eventually,
criticize them”.

In 1800, the first Bureau de la Statistique Générale,
was established in France at the Ministry of Inte-
rior since, as Hacking [21] concluded by quoting
Guerry [19], “the importance of statistics as an in-
strument of surveillance and control in the diverse
branches of public services could not escape the no-
tice of Napoleon the first”. In this respect, the Statis-
tical Division of Russia was first created at the Min-
istry of Police, and Prussia would try the same orga-
nizational model for a couple of years [20,35]. How-
ever, “the precursors of the current statistical institu-
tions were set up at Adolphe Quetelet’s instigation in
early Belgium. The Statistical Bureau (1826) was the
executive body and the Central Statistical Commission
(1841) ensured the coordination of all statistical ini-
tiatives in Belgium” [45]. As Prévost and Beaud [35]
noted, Quetelet’s organizational model “would ac-
cordingly swarm over Europe throughout the remain-
ing decades of the nineteenth century”: Spain (1856),
Netherlands (1858), Sweden (1858), Prussia (1860),

irony, Catherine Reeves created the so called ‘Equinational Projec-
tion’ to make the most politically correct map possible following the
great map controversy over Peters’ projection. In her new projection,
originally published in an obscure fanzine, Reeves allocates the ex-
act same size and shape for every country on earth. . . Neither Peters
advocates nor Peters denialists can object!”
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Table 2
Statistical offices worldwide

Region 1914 1944 1974 Since 1975
Africa 1 2 32 53
Americas 12 14 30 40
Asia 6 15 30 50
Europe 26 32 39 42
Oceania 1 1 5 18

Total 46 64 136 203

Austria (1863), Russia (1860), Romania (1871), Italy
(1872), Norway (1876) and France (1886) [35]. In this
respect, Stigler [46] considered Quetelet to be the “fa-
ther or step-father of national and international statisti-
cal organizations”.

As states evolved during the nineteenth century, sta-
tistical offices, directions or departments were created
worldwide at various ministries and mainly that of the
interior. The first statistical office independent from a
ministry was established in Denmark in 1850. Kauf-
mann [26] presenting the plans proposed for the re-
organization of the Russian Central Statistical Office
before World War I, noted that “the first reform plan
would divorce the highest statistical authority from the
Ministry of the Interior and, according to [the] Ger-
man example, place it immediately under the presi-
dent of the council of ministers”. The history of “sta-
tistical independence” [31] – from bureaus to institutes
or offices to, for instance, Statistics Canada, and sta-
tistical authorities [15] – is presented in Tables A1 to
A5. In Fig. 1, the countries with an established statisti-
cal office, direction or department up to 1914 are pre-
sented. As shown, at the time, most of the statistical
offices were established in Europe (see also, Table 2).
Of course, during this time statistical activities were
taking place worldwide. It is in the main the age of
the census and, during this “age of the empires”, the
“colonial censuses” [2], but, also, during this time sta-
tistical information in many other fields was collected
such as those which were presented for instance in the
Handbooks published by the International Bureau of
the American Republics [25] for individual countries
as well as aggregated for the region.

From 1832 [35], the organizational structure of the
statistical offices, i.e. centralization, coordination and
decentralization, was of great importance to govern-
ment statisticians and was extensively discussed (see,
e.g., [47]). This debate is presented and discussed in
great detail by Prévost and Beaud [35]. They showed
that centralized statistical offices were more easily es-
tablished in the newly created states, as for instance
was the case in Australia, than in those already having
an imposing bureaucracy (see also, [44]).

In terms of the official statistics’ production, Hack-
ing [21] noted: “The official statistics of England and
Wales served as a model for the world, and it was
Farr, [who run the Registrar General’s Office in Lon-
don between 1839 and 1879], the man, who made it so.
Quetelet’s Belgian census [which served as a model for
the world] quite clearly bears the imprint of the man
Quetelet. We still live in the shadows of these men. Our
governments classify us, lodge us, tax us according to
the systems that they began, and by law we shall die of
the causes enumerated in Farr’s nosology.”

3. The development and evolution of statistical
offices after World War I: 1918–1944

After World War I, statistical offices were created in
the new states that emerged and the already established
statistical offices in the old states were reorganized. In
Fig. 2, the countries with an established statistical of-
fice, direction or department up to 1944 are presented.
As shown, at that time, most of the statistical offices
were established in Europe (see also, Table 2). In Italy,
in 1926, the central statistical office was created as an
institute (Instituto Centrale di Statistica). Later (see Ta-
bles A1 to A5), other statistical offices would become
institutes to indicate a more autonomous and scientific
status [15].

As Prévost and Beaud [35] have shown, the debate
on the organizational structure of the statistical of-
fices continued during this period (see also, e.g., [39]).
Prévost and Beaud [35] pointed out that “a central-
ized statistical system was [considered as] a condi-
tion of rational government. In Italy, Gini [President of
the Instituto Centrale di Statistica from 1926 to 1932]
mobilized statistically inspired arguments in order to
provide a ‘scientific basis for fascism’. The French
Fernand Faure summarized the point in the following
terms: ‘To the old formula by which the uncompromis-
ing individuals summed up the attributes of public au-
thority ‘The state, soldier, judge and policeman’, we
must add a fourth epithet: statistician’ [16].” Prévost
and Beaud [35], considering that the “size and age of
a state. . . provide us with a simple, rough explana-
tory model” for the choice adopted by the states of
a centralized or decentralized organizational structure
for their statistical offices, based their investigation on
the following “four general scenarios: (1) creation of a
new state; (2) regime change; (3) economic depression;
(4) war”.

In terms of the first scenario, Prévost and Beaud [35]
argued that: “When new states emerged as a result of
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Fig. 1. Statistical offices up to 1914.
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Fig. 2. Statistical offices up to 1944.

the post-war settlement, ordinarily by secession from
a larger entity, statistical centralization appeared as an
available model.” Based on this scenario, they pro-
vided a possible explanation for the creation of central-
ized statistical offices in Estonia (1921), Latvia (1919),

Lithuania (1921) and Poland (1918), and for the reor-
ganization of the statistical offices in Czechoslovakia
(1919) and Ireland (1919). According to the second
scenario, Prévost and Beaud [35] argued that: “Radi-
cal change in political regime, generally in the direc-
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Fig. 3. Statistical offices up to 1974.

tion of increased authoritarianism or totalitarianism. . .
also impacted upon the statistical system.” Based on
this scenario, they provided a comprehensive explana-
tion for the central reorganization of statistical offices
in Italy (1926), Nazi Germany (1934), Turkey (1926),
France (1941), Mexico (1923), Brazil (1934), Domini-
can Republic (1936), Bolivia (1936) and Paraguay
(1936). Prévost and Beaud [35] used the third scenario
of the impact of the Great Depression to explain the
(re)organizational structure of increased coordination
of the United States statistical offices. They used the
fourth scenario of war to provide an explanation for
the structure of the British Central Statistical Office
(1941) [35].

4. The development and evolution of statistical
offices after World War II and the contribution
of the United Nations Statistical Commission:
1945–1974

In 1946, as it is well known, the United Nations
organized its Statistical Office and also the Statisti-
cal Commission. Their goal was to assist in the de-
velopment of national statistical systems worldwide,

through the Technical Assistance Program. To this end,
they sent experts to promote statistical work in devel-
oping countries [48]. In Fig. 3, the results of these ex-
perts’ extraordinary work are evident: In 1974, there
were 136 established (or reorganized) statistical of-
fices worldwide (Table 2). Ward [56] presented and
discussed in great detail the United Nations contribu-
tions to ideas and thinking on statistics. However, as
Hacking [21] noted that “nothing is more anonymous
than the bureaucracy of the statisticians”, there is no
published detailed record of the experts that worked
for this program in each country – as for instance
Michalopoulou [31] presented for Greece.

Desrosières [15] pointed out that: “After World War
II, the statistical agencies (or bureaux as they were
known in French) underwent a transformation in size
and character. They often became ‘institutes’ or ‘of-
fices’: these name changes suggest a gain in autonomy
vis-à-vis the public administration in the strict sense
(the old ‘bureaucracy’), and a move toward a more ‘sci-
entific’ status (the ‘institute’), or, at any rate, a more
specific and autonomous status (the ‘office’)” (see Ta-
bles A1 to A5).

In 1954, the United Nations Statistics Division pub-
lished the Handbook of Statistical Organization [49].



344 C. Michalopoulou and A. Mimis / Celebrating the establishment, development and evolution of statistical offices worldwide

4

8

56

9652

7668

90

722432

40

70

20

315144

64

5084

481228

36

116

112

818 682 634 784 764 608

320 136 388 332 214 630 660 376 275 400 414 356 104 418 704 446 344

484 192 470 196 422 760 368 364 586 524

840 620 724 380 300 792 795 860 762 417 156 392

124 492 674 499 100 268 398 496 410

304 372 826 250 756 438 705 191 688 642 498 408

442 276 203 348 703 616 804

516 748

710

480 776 570

152 716 508 540 242 882

604 600 858 678 266 894 454 834 174 690 548 798

258 218 740 226 178 646 108 360 626 598

170 862 328 694 430 384 288 768 120 180 800 404 706 462 458 520 296

188 591 533 308 780 270 624 324 854 204 566 140 231 262 585 583 584

528 440 428

352 208 233

578 752 246 643

434788504212659340222

316702144512887232729148562466478686132670662558

554426

450

4 Afghanistan 76 Brazil 178 Congo 258 French Polynesia 352 Iceland 426 Lesotho 499 Montenegro 586 Pakistan 682 Saudi Arabia 768 Togo
8 Albania 84 Belize 180 Congo, Dem. Rep. 262 Djibouti 356 India 428 Latvia 504 Morocco 591 Panama 686 Senegal 776 Tonga
12 Algeria 90 Solomon Islands 188 Costa Rica 266 Gabon 360 Indonesia 430 Liberia 508 Mozambique 598 Papua New Guinea 688 Serbia 780 Trinidad & Tobago
20 Andorra 96 Brunei 191 Croatia 268 Georgia 364 Iran, Islamic Rep. 434 Libya 512 Oman 600 Paraguay 690 Seychelles 784 United Arab Emirates
24 Angola 100 Bulgaria 192 Cuba 270 Gambia 368 Iraq 438 Liechtenstein 516 Namibia 604 Peru 694 Sierra Leone 788 Tunisia
28 Antigua & Barbuda 104 Myanmar 196 Cyprus 275 Palestine 372 Ireland 440 Lithuania 520 Nauru 608 Philippines 702 Singapore 792 Turkey
31 Azerbaijan 108 Burundi 203 Czech Rep. 276 Germany 376 Israel 442 Luxembourg 524 Nepal 616 Poland 703 Slovakia 795 Turkmenistan
32 Argentina 112 Belarus 204 Benin 288 Ghana 380 Italy 446 Macao SAR 528 Netherlands 620 Portugal 704 Vietnam 798 Tuvalu
36 Australia 116 Cambodia 208 Denmark 296 Kiribati 384 Côte d'Ivoire 450 Madagascar 533 Aruba 624 Guinea-Bissau 705 Slovenia 800 Uganda
40 Austria 120 Cameroon 212 Dominica 300 Greece 388 Jamaica 454 Malawi 540 New Caledonia 626 Timor-Leste 706 Somalia 804 Ukraine
44 Bahamas 124 Canada 214 Dominican Rep. 304 Greenland 392 Japan 458 Malaysia 548 Vanuatu 630 Puerto Rico 710 South Africa 818 Egypt
48 Bahrain 132 Cabo Verde 218 Ecuador 308 Grenada 398 Kazakhstan 462 Maldives 554 New Zealand 634 Qatar 716 Zimbabwe 826 United Kingdom
50 Bangladesh 136 Cayman Islands 222 El Salvador 316 Guam 400 Jordan 466 Mali 558 Nicaragua 642 Romania 724 Spain 834 Tanzania
51 Armenia 140 Central African Rep. 226 Equatorial Guinea 320 Guatemala 404 Kenya 470 Malta 562 Niger 643 Russian Federation 729 Sudan 840 United States of America
52 Barbados 144 Sri Lanka 231 Ethiopia 324 Guinea 408 Korea, Dem. Rep. 478 Mauritania 566 Nigeria 646 Rwanda 740 Suriname 854 Burkina Faso
56 Belgium 148 Chad 232 Eritrea 328 Guyana 410 Korea, Rep. 480 Mauritius 570 Niue 659 St. Kitts & Nevis 748 Swaziland 858 Uruguay
64 Bhutan 152 Chile 233 Estonia 332 Haiti 414 Kuwait 484 Mexico 578 Norway 660 Anguilla 752 Sweden 860 Uzbekistan
68 Bolivia 156 China 242 Fiji 340 Honduras 417 Kyrgyzstan 492 Monaco 583 Micronesia 662 St. Lucia 756 Switzerland 862 Venezuela
70 Bosnia & Herzegovina 170 Colombia 246 Finland 344 Hong Kong SAR 418 Lao PDR 496 Mongolia 584 Marshall Islands 670 St. Vincent & the Grenadines 760 Syrian Arab Rep. 882 Samoa
72 Botswana 174 Comoros 250 France 348 Hungary 422 Lebanon 498 Moldova 585 Palau 674 San Marino 762 Tajikistan 887 Yemen

678 Sao Tome & Principe 764 Thailand 894 Zambia

Fig. 4. Statistical offices since 1975.

Prévost and Beaud [35] pointed out that: “After the
advent of the United Nations and its Statistics Divi-
sion, centralization had theoretically won the day and
it was put forward as the norm that newly independent
countries faced with the task of building statistical sys-
tems should readily adopt.” Therefore, as Prévost and
Beaud [35] concluded: “In the aftermath of the Second
World War, centralization has thus become the norm –
if not always an actual reality – and it indeed seemed in
accordance with momentous innovations, such as the
development of national accounts, that of probability-
based sampling methods or the introduction of elec-
tronic computers. In charge of the epistemic infrastruc-
ture of macroeconomic, Keynesian-inspired manage-
ment, the advantages of a centralized bureau with re-
gard to the concentration of expertise and resources
seemed undeniable.”

5. The development and evolution of statistical
offices since 1975

As more states became independent during the last
decades of the twentieth century and the beginning of

the twenty-first century, statistical offices were created
in the new states that emerged and the already estab-
lished statistical offices were reorganized. In Fig. 4,
the countries with an established statistical office, di-
rection or department since 1975 are presented (see
also Table 2). As shown, there are only three countries
without an established statistical office: South Sudan
(728) – the newest nation in the world, created in 2011;
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (807);
and the for four decades forgotten people of Western
Sahara (732) – the last colonial conflict on African soil.
Note that in the map, Holy See (336) and several over-
seas territories without an established statistical office
are not presented.2

2These territories are: Åland Islands (Finland, 248); American
Samoa (016); Bermuda (UK, 060); Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and
Saba (Netherlands, 535); British Virgin Islands (092); Cook Islands
(New Zealand, 184); Curaçao (Netherlands, 531); Faeroe Islands
(Denmark, 234); Falkland Islands (Malvinas, UK, 238); French
Guiana (254); Gibraltar (UK, 292); Guadeloupe (France, 312);
Guernsey (UK, 831); Isle of Man (UK, 833); Jersey (UK, 832); Mar-
tinique (France, 474); Mayotte (France, 175); Montserrat (UK, 500);
Norfolk Island (Australia, 574); Northern Mariana Islands (USA,
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In 1980, the United Nations Statistics Division [50]
published the second edition of the Handbook of Statis-
tical Organization where centralization was once more
put forward as the norm. By the turn of the twenty-
first century, as Prévost and Beaud [35] noted, “the
advent of microcomputers, cheap statistical packages
and the Internet, the calling into question of the sound-
ness of economic fine-tuning and various scenarios of
devolution and regionalization had questioned in turn
the wisdom of centralization. Many countries have ac-
cordingly decentralized their statistical system and, in
contrast with its 1954 and 1980 editions where it un-
questionably heralded centralization as the ideal norm,
the 2003 United Nations Statistics Division Handbook
of Statistical Organization [51] took a more agnos-
tic view as to which mode of organization, between
centralization or decentralization, is preferable” (see
also, [48]).

These statistical offices are no longer created at
the ministry of interior but rather at that of finance
and economy and there is a definite move towards in-
dependent statistical systems (see Tables A1 to A5).
Desrosières [15] pointed out that “recently – and,
no doubt, under the influence of the communication
strategies promoted by business firms – statistical of-
fices are shedding this type of name to become Statis-
tics Canada, Statistics Norway, Eurostat, etc.” Far more
recently, National Statistical Authorities have been set
up either as independent organizations overseeing the
respective statistical offices (e.g. UK Statistics Author-
ity) or statistical offices have been reorganized and re-
named as such (e.g. Hellenic Statistical Authority) so
as to gain a more autonomous status and consequently
public confidence (see Tables A1 to A5).

6. “The dark side of numbers”

Seltzer and Anderson [41], pointing out that “there
is a darker side to the development of. . . [population
data] systems”, focused their investigation on a wide
range of human rights abuses such as those of forced
migration, internment, genocide, and crimes against
humanity, and they updated their previously compiled

580); Pitcairn (UK, 612); Réunion (France, 638); Saint Barthélemy
(France, 652); Saint Helena (UK, 654); Saint Martin (French part,
663); Saint Pierre and Miquelon (France, 666); Sark (Bailiwick of
Guernsey, 680); Sint Maarten (Dutch part, 534); Svalbard and Jan
Mayen Islands (Norway, 744); Tokelau (New Zealand, 772); Turks
and Caicos Islands (UK, 796); United States Virgin Islands (850);
Wallis and Futuna Islands (France, 876).

list to include eighteen documented “instances where
efforts were made by national states to use a popula-
tion census, a population registration system, or a re-
lated data system to target vulnerable population sub-
groups (or individuals) for adverse action” [42]. Seltzer
and Anderson [42] noted that: “All the cases listed do
have two features in common: (1) they involve a pop-
ulation data system that was part of the national sta-
tistical system, or was created under the auspices of
the national statistical authorities; and (2) in each case
targeting was attempted or was an explicit or implicit
goal. Our justification for using such a broad defini-
tion is simple. In view of the gravity of some examples,
both for those targeted and for the statistical programs,
agencies, and staffs involved, we consider that full ex-
ploration of the historical record is important so that
we can assure that we have done all we can to avoid
any new misuse by national or local governments.”

Seltzer and Anderson [42] reviewed all eighteen
well researched “instances” in great detail. Five cases
took place during the nineteenth century and the early
twentieth century: the forced migration and elements
of genocide of the Aborigines in Australia (population
registration); the forced removal of American Indians
from their territorial lands in the United States (spe-
cial censuses, population registers); suspected draft vi-
olations in 1917 in the United States (1910 Census);
the forced migration of minority populations in the So-
viet Union in the 1920s and 1930s (1919–1939; vari-
ous population censuses); and the ethnic cleansing of
Samis and Kvens in Norway (1845–1930; population
censuses) [42].

Six of the eighteen cases that Seltzer and An-
derson [41,42] reviewed were associated with the
Nazi Holocaust during World War II: France (1940–
1944; population registration, special censuses); Ger-
many (1933–1945; numerous data systems involved);
Netherlands (1940–1944; population registration sys-
tem); Norway (1942–1944; special census and pro-
posed population registration); Poland (1939–1943;
primarily special censuses); Romania (1941–1943;
1941 Population Census) [41]. However, Seltzer and
Anderson [41] noted that “although these six cases
were Nazi-inspired crimes, in only two cases, Germany
itself and Poland could the misuse of the data systems
be attributed solely to Nazi initiatives. . . In France. . .
and in Norway. . . the heads of statistical agencies, took
advantage of the political climate of German occupa-
tion or influence, to expose vulnerable target popula-
tions to further risks by proposals to undertake ma-
jor new data-gathering efforts to serve both statistical
and administrative purposes”. In the Netherlands, in
1941, the “head of the population registration office,
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had quickly adapted. . . [the new comprehensive sys-
tem of population registration implemented in 1938] to
create special registration systems covering the Jewish
and Gypsy populations” [41].

Also, during World War II there was another case,
that of the internment of Japanese Americans (1941–
1945; 1940 Census) [41,42]. The “instances” that took
place after World War II were: the forced migra-
tion of German nationals and those reporting German
mother tongue in Hungary (1945–1946; 1941 popu-
lation census); Apartheid and disenfranchised voting
of African and “Colored” populations in South Africa
(1950–1993; 1951 Population Census and population
registration); the forced migration and instigated vio-
lence of the bad-class origin during the cultural revo-
lution in China (1966–1976; population registration);
the Rwanda genocide of 1994 (population registra-
tion); and the more recent “instances” of suspected ter-
rorists (2001-now; the National Centre for Education
Statistics Surveys and administrative data) and Arab-
Americans (2003; 2000 Census) taking place in the
United States [42].

Seltzer and Anderson [41,42] argued that a combi-
nation of substantive, methodological and technolog-
ical, organizational and operational, legal and ethical
safeguards would help “to deter the use of population
data systems in assisting in the planning or carrying out
of major human rights abuses”. Fortunately, as Seltzer
and Anderson [41] pointed out, “this is only one side
of the story. . . population data systems and the results
they produce have often directly aided efforts to doc-
ument human rights abuses and prosecute perpetrators
of these abuses” and nowadays we have the statistical
methods presented by Asher, Banks and Scheuren [4]
to do so.

7. Summary

Trewin [48] presented and discussed in great detail
the main developments of official statistics since World
War II, and the future challenges for the national statis-
tical offices. However, for an appropriate finale to this
celebration of statistical offices worldwide, we quote
the principles for statistical agencies with which Nor-
wood [32] concluded her presidential address at the
1989 annual meeting of the American Statistical As-
sociation, as they are as relevant today as they were at
that time:

1. Statistical agencies cannot operate from ivory
towers and expect the information they provide
to be relevant to current issues. Those who pro-

duce data must also analyze them and maintain
a dialogue with users. This interaction enhances
the effective use of the data to understand emerg-
ing trends and enables statistical agencies to keep
their data series relevant.

2. Change is a necessary part of a good statisti-
cal system, and we should not fear it. Just as
there is no absolute certainty in statistical esti-
mation, there is no absolute perfection in statisti-
cal methodology. We should always be searching
for improvements, and we should not be afraid to
adopt them.

3. Research on the concepts to be measured and on
survey design, analysis, and error measurement
must be ongoing. It is impossible to maintain a
data system of high quality without an adequate
investment in survey research.

4. We must ensure the objectivity as well as the ac-
curacy of our data. Statistics must also be rele-
vant to the needs of society, and they must be is-
sued in a manner that keeps them free of political
manipulation. Carroll Wright said it well: “Judi-
cious investigation of fact and the fearless publi-
cation of the results thereof” (. . . ).

5. We must place at the heads of each country’s
major statistical agencies a person with profes-
sional qualifications and unquestioned integrity.
Agency heads must be strongly committed to in-
dependence from political influence and have the
courage to speak out when that independence
is threatened. Within each statistical agency, a
climate where professionals can argue differing
positions, even unpopular ones, must be estab-
lished.

6. Statistical agencies must take full responsibility
for methodological decisions, even when these
decisions produce results that may be politically
unpopular. Statistical methods are not a fit sub-
ject for legislative determination.

“Statistical data are inextricably intertwined with
public policy. We have come a long way in the last
150 years. But the discipline we represent is so impor-
tant to society that much more needs to be done. Let us
join together to strengthen inquiry through the use of
statistical techniques and work to provide the data re-
quired for the formulation, evaluation, and implemen-
tation of public policy” [32].
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Appendix

Table A1
The development of national statistical offices: Africa

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Eastern Africa

Burundi 1948: Statistical Activities 1980: Administration Personnalisée, Service
National des Etudes et des Statistiques

1964: Institute of Statistics 1990: Institut de Statistiques et d’Etudes
Economiques, Minister for the Planning of
the Development and Rebuilding

1968: Direction des Statistiques,
Minister for the Planning

Comoros 1951: National Statistical System 1975: Direction de la Statistique, Ministre
des Finances, du Budget et du Plan
Le système statistique national (SSN), Gen-
eral Planning Commission, decentralized

Djibouti 1977–1997: Direction Nationale de la
Statistique (DINAS), Ministère du Com-
merce et du Tourisme
1981: Bureau Central du Recensement
(BCR), Ministère de l’Intérieur et de la
Décentralisation
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Table A1, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Eastern Africa

Djibouti 1997: DINAS, Ministère de l’Economie,
des Finances et de la Planification, chargé
de la Privatisation
2001: BCR, Ministère de l’Economie, des
Finances et de la Planification, chargé de la
Privatisation
2002: Direction de la Statistique et des
Études Démographiques, Ministère de
l’Economie, des Finances et de la Planifica-
tion, chargé de la Privatisation

Eritrea National Statistics and Evaluation Office
Ethiopia Central Statistical Agency, Ministry of

Finance and Economic Development

Kenya 1948: East African Statistical
Department (Kenya, Uganda and
Tanganyika)

2007: Central Bureau of Statistics, Perma-
nent Secretary of the Ministry of Planning
and National Development

1961: Statistics unit
1963: Statistics Department, Min-
istry of Planning and Development
1972: Central Bureau of Statistics

Madagascar 1947: Service Statistique Général 1985: Banque de Données de l’Etat
1967: Institut National de la
Recherche Economique

1995: Institut National de la Statistique,
Ministry in charge of the Economy and
Planning, Ministry in charge of Finances
and the Budget

Malawi 1964: National Statistical Office,
Ministry of Development Planning
and Cooperation

Mauritius Statistical activities
and publications*

1945: Central Statistical Office 2000: Central Statistical Office, Ministry of
Finance and Economic Development

Eastern Africa
Mozambique Before 1996: National Directorate of Statis-

tic, Ministry of Planning and Finance
1996: Instituto Nacional de Estatistica,
autonomous

Rwanda 2000s: Direction Générale de la Statistique,
Ministère du Plan
2005: National Institute of Statistics

Seychelles 2006: National Statistics Bureau,
autonomous department

Somalia Ministry of National Planning
Tanganyika 1948: East African Statistical

Department (Kenya, Uganda and
Tanganyika

Tanzania 2000: Bureau of Statistics
Uganda 1948: East African Statistical

Department (Kenya, Uganda and
Tanganyika

Before 1998: Statistics Department un-
der the Ministry of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development
1998: Bureau of Statistics, semi-
autonomous

Zambia 1990s: Central Statistical Office, Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Finance and
National Planning

Zimbabwe 1969: Central Statistical Office
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Table A1, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Middle Africa

Angola 1996: Instituto Nacional de Estatistica
(National Statistics Institute), National
Statistics Council

Cameroon 1946: Service Local de Statistique
Générale

2001: Institut National de la Statistique

1952: Service Général de Statistique et
de Mécanographie (Douala)
1957: Service Général de Statistique et
de Mécanographie (Yaoundé)
05-1967: Direction de la Statistique
Générale et des Comptes Économiques
11-1967: Direction de la Statistique et
de la Comptabilité Nationale

Central
African

1987: Division des Statistiques et des
Etudes Economiques

Republic 2001: Division des Statistiques et des
Etudes Economiques, Department of Plan-
ning, the Economy, and International Co-
operation, Ministère de l’Economie, des
Finances, du Budget, du Plan et de la
Coopération Internationale
2001: Conseil National de la Statistique
2004: Direction Générale de la Statistique,
des Etudes Economiques et Sociales

Chad 1954: Bureau de la Statistique rattaché,
Direction de l’Economie, Bureau Cen-
tral de la Statistique de l’Afrique Equa-
toriale Française

1978: Direction de la Statistique, des Etudes
Economiques et Démographiques, Minister
of Planning, Development, and Cooperation

1963: Service de la Statistique
Générale, Commissariat au Plan
1968: Direction de la Statistique et de
Etudes Economiques
1972: Sous-Direction de la Statistique

Congo Before 1977: Direction de la Statistique et
de la Comptabilité Economique, Commis-
sariat Général au Plan
1977: Centre National de la Statistique et
des Etudes Economiques, Commissariat
Général au Plan

Democratic
Republic of Congo

1978: Institut National de la Statistique,
Ministry of Planning

Equatorial
Guinea

2000s: Dirección General de Estadística
y Cuentas Nacionales (DGECN) es en el
Ministerio de Planificacion, Desarrollo
Economico e Inversiones Publicas

Gabon 1963: Service National de la Statistique 1976: Direction Générale de la Statistique
et des Etudes Economiques, Ministère de
la Planification et de la Programmation du
Développement.

1968: Service National de la Statistique
et des Etudes Economiques
1971: Direction de la Statistique et des
Etudes Economiques

Sao Tome
and Principe

1998: Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas,
Departamento dos Serviços Centrais
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Table A1, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Northern Africa

Algeria Economic statistics** 1964: National Commission of
the Population Census

1981: National Statistics Office,
Services of the Chief of the Gov-
ernment

1971: National Commission of
Censuses and Statistical Survey

Egypt Statistical activities
and publications*

1964: Central Agency for Public
Mobilization and Statistics, Min-
ister of Economical Development

Libya 2000s: National Corporation for
Information and Documentation

Morocco 1942: Service Central
des Statistiques

1959: Comité de coordination
des enquêtes statistiques

1975: Direction de la Statistique,
High Commission of Planning
decentralized

Sudan 1903: Department
of Statistics, divi-
sion at the Customs
Department

1932: Department of
Statistics, division
at the Department of
Trade and Economics

1953: Division of Statistics,
Ministry Social Affairs

1995: Central Bureau of Statistics,
Minister of Finance and National
Economy

1958: Department of Statistics,
Council Ministers

2000: Central Bureau of Statistics,
Council Ministers

1969: Department of Statistics,
Ministry of Economic Planning

Tunisia 1969: National Institute of Statis-
tics, Ministry of Development
and International Cooperation. It
also represents a central organ in
the national statistics system

Southern Africa
Botswana 1904: Census act 1967: Central Statistics Office,

Statistics and Planning Section
of the Ministry of Finance and
Development Planning
1968: Central Statistics Office,
Department of the Ministry of Fi-
nance and Development Planning

Lesotho 1875: Regular popu-
lation censuses

1945: decennial censuses of
agriculture

2001: Bureau of Statistics,
Department of the Ministry of
Finance and Development Plan-
ning

1964: Statistical unit of the Min-
istry of Agriculture
1967: Bureau of Statistics

Namibia 1976: Central Statistical Office,
South African Statistical Services
1990: Central Bureau of Statistics,
National Planning Commission

South Africa 1976: Statistics South Africa,
Minister of Finance

Swaziland 1967: Central Statistical Office,
Department at the Ministry of
Economic Planning and Develop-
ment
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Table A1, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Western Africa

Benin 1954: Territorial Bureau of Statistics, Fed-
eral Service of Dakar

1997: Institut National de la Statistique et
de l’Analyse Economique, office status,
Ministry of Statistics

1956: Statistics Service
1961: Department of Statistics, the Typing,
the Economic and Demographic Studies
1962: Statistics Division, Directorate of
Studies and Planning
1964: Statistics Service
1966: Department of Statistics, Directorate
General
1973: National Council of Statistics, Na-
tional Institute of Statistics and Economic
Analysis

Burkina Faso 1958: Bureau Statistique 2000: Institut National de la Statistique
et de la Démographie, Ministère de
l’Economie et des Finances

1963: Service National de la Statistique et
des Etudes Economiques
1966: Direction de la Statistique et de la
Mécanographie
1974: Institut National de la Statistique
et de la Démographie, Centre National de
Traitement de l’Information

Cabo Verde 1996: Instituto Nacional de Estatistica,
Planning Department

Côte d’Ivoire 1946: Institut National de la Statistique 1991: Institut National de la Statistique
1966: Direction de la Statistique et de la
Comptabilité Nationale

1996: Institut National de la Statistique,
Ministry of Planning and Development

Gambia 1965: Central Statistics Department 2005: Gambia Bureau of Statistics, Depart-
ment of State for Finance and Economic
Affairs

Ghana 1948: The office of the Government Statisti-
cian

1985: Ghana Statistical Service, Statistical
Service Board, autonomous

1961: Department of Statistics
Guinea 1958: Direction Générale de la Statistique,

Ministère du Plan et de la Statistique
1981: Direction Générale du Plan et de la
Statistique, Primature
1988: Direction Nationale de la Statis-
tique et de l’Informatique, Ministère de
l’Economie, des Finances et du Plan,
Ministère du Plan et de la Coopération
1997: Direction Nationale de la Statis-
tique, Ministère du Plan

Guinea-Bissau 1991: National Institute of Statistics and
Censuses, Secretariat of State for Plan-
ning, Ministry of Economy and Finance.
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Table A1, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Western Africa

Liberia 1957: Division of Statistics 1992: Department of Statistics
1971: Bureau of Statistics 2004: Liberia Institute for Statistics and

Geo-Information Services, Minister of
Planning and Economic Affairs
Ministry of Planning and Economic Devel-
opment (1974)

Mali 1980s: Central Bureau of the Census
1991: Direction Nationale de la Statistique
et de l’Informatique

Mauritania Before 1968: Service du Ministère du
Développement Industriel, later Présidence

1990: Office National de la Statistique,
Ministère des Affaires Economiques et du
Développement

1968: Direction de la Statistique
1972–1980: Direction de la Statistique et de
la Comptabilité Nationale, later Direction
de la Statistique et de la Démographie

Niger 1959: Service de la Statistique et de la
Mécanographie, Directorate at the Ministry
of Economics and Finance

1975: Direction de la Statistique et des
Comptes Nationaux, Directorate at the Min-
istère de Développement et de la Coopéra-
tion

1962: Service de la Statistique et de la Mé-
canographie, Directorate at the Commis-
sariat Général du Plan

2004: Institut National de la Statistique,
Ministry for Finances and Economy

1965: Service de la Statistique et de la Mé-
canographie, Directorate at the Commis-
sariat Général au Développement

Niger 1972: Service de la Statistique et de la
Mécanographie, Directorate at the Ministère
de Développement et de la Coopération

Nigeria 1957–2003: National Statistical Office, poor
performance

2007: National Statistical Office

Senegal 1980s: National Census Bureau
2004: Agence Nationale de la Statistique et
de la Démographie, Ministry of Economy
and Finances

Sierra Leone 1961: Central Statistics Office 2003: Statistics Sierra Leone, Statistics
Council

Togo 1956: Service de la Statistique Générale,
later Service de la Statistique et de la
Comptabilité Nationale

2001: Direction Générale de la Statistique et
de la Comptabilité Nationale, Ministère de
l’ Economie, des Finances et des Privatisa-
tions

1968: Direction de la Statistique Générale

Source: United Nations Statistics Division, Country Profiles, 2014, https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/cp/searchcp.aspx. Also, information was
based on the statistical agencies’ official sites.
*J. Bertillon, Cours Élémentaire de Statistique Administrative: Élaboration des Statistiques. Organisation des Bureaux de Sstatistique. Élements
de Démographie, Paris, Société d’Editions Scientifiques, 1895.
**H. Westergaard, Contributions to the History of Statistics, P.S. King & Son, London, England, 1932.
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Table A2
The development of national statistical offices: Americas

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Caribbean

Anguilla 1974: statistical activities and
publications

2002: Statistics Department,
Ministry of Finance

Antigua and
Barbuda

1975: Statistics Division, Min-
istry of Finance & Economy

Aruba Before 1986: Statistics Branch of
the Central Office of the Nether-
lands Antilles
1986: Central Bureau of Statis-
tics, Ministry of Economic Af-
fairs

Bahamas Early 1950s?: Department of
Statistics (R.R. Oswald, UN
Advisor)
1969: Director J. Egbert Ter-
tullien (formerly of Statistics
Canada)
1973: Department of Statistics,
Ministry of Finance

Barbados 1956: Department of Statistics
(UN Technical Assistance Pro-
gramme, Professor Dudley Seers,
Sussex University)
1958: Barbados Statistical Ser-
vice, Ministry of Economic Af-
fairs and Development

Cayman
Islands

1802: Census (Edward
Corbet, a staff aide to
the Governor of Jamaica,
Lieutenant General
George Nugent)

1976: Statistics Unit, Portfolio of
Finance

1995: Economics and Statistics
Office, department of the Portfo-
lio of Finance and Economics

Cuba Handbook (1905)* 1961: Dirección Central de Es-
tadísticas, Junta Central de Plani-
ficación

1977: Comité Estatal de Estadís-
ticas, ministerio independiente

1995: Oficina Nacional de
Estadísticas, Ministerio de
Economía y Planificación

Dominica 1986: Central Statistical Office,
Division at the Ministry of Fi-
nance, Social Security and Na-
tional Security

Dominican
Republic

1800s: statistical activities 1930: Oficina
Estadística, In-
stituto Inter-
americano de
Estadística

1948: Oficina Nacional de
Censo, Dirección General de
Estadística

2004: Oficina Nacional de Es-
tadística, Ministry of Economy,
Planning, and Development

1821: Un servicio de
Estadística
1844: Estadística General
de la República
1884: Sector Estadísticas
de Comercio Exterior
1905: Oficina Estadística,
reorganized in 1909
Handbook (1895)*
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Table A2, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Caribbean

Grenada 1960: Central Statistical Office,
Department at the Ministry of
Finance, Planning and Industry

Haiti 1950: Bureau du Recensement
1951: Institut Haitien de Statis-
tique et d’Informatique, Min-
istère de l’Economie et des Fi-
nances

Jamaica 1844–1960: Nine popula-
tion and housing censuses

1946: Central Bureau of Statis-
tics

1984: Statistical Institute of
Jamaica, Ministry of Finance &
Planning

1955: Department of Statistics
Puerto Rico Since 1970?: Censuses con-

ducted by U.S. Census Bureau
2007: Instituto de Estadísticas

Saint Kitts and
Nevis

1971: Statistical Office, Ministry
of Finance

Saint Lucia 1973: Government Statistics
Department

1980s?: Central Statistical Office,
Department at the Ministry of
Finance and Economic Affairs

Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines

1983: Statistical Office, Cen-
tral Planning Division and the
Ministry of Finance

Trinidad and
Tobago

1952: Central Statistical Office 1982: Central Statistical Of-
fice, Ministry of Planning and
Development

Central America
Belize 2000: Central Statistical Office

2007: Statistical Institute of
Belize

Costa Rica 1864: Census 1951: Dirección General de
Estadística y Censos

1998: Instituto Nacional de
Estadística y Censos

1861: Oficina Central de
Estadística
1883: Dirección General de
Estadística
Handbook (1892, 1894)* Dirección General de Estadís-

ticas y Censos, Ministerio de
Economía (1984, 1973, 1963)

El Salvador 1881: Oficina Central de
Estadística

1948: Departamento Nacional
del Censo

1980: Dirección General de
Estadística y Censos, Ministerio
de Economía

Handbook (1895, 1909)* 1950: Instituto Interamericano de
Estadísticas
1952: Departamento Nacional
del Censo y Dirección de Es-
tadística
1955: Servicio Estadístico Na-
cional

Guatemala Since 1778: Eleven popula-
tion and 6 housing censuses

1974: Instituto Nacional de
Estadística, Ministerios de
Economía

Handbook (1894, 1897)*
Honduras Handbook (1895, 1904)* 2001: Instituto Nacional de

Estadística
Mexico Handbook (1900, 1904)* 1960s?: Dirección General de Es-

tadística, Secretaría de Industria
y Comercio

1983: Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica, Geografia e In-
formatica, Finance and Public
Credit Ministry, decentralized
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Table A2, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Central America

Nicaragua 1905: Dirección General de
Estadística

1920: 2nd census 1950, 1963, 1971: 4th, 5th,
and 6th censuses

1979: Instituto Na-
cional de Información
de Desarollo

1906: 1st census 1940: 3rd census 1995, 2005: 7th and
8th censuses

Handbook (1893, 1896)*
Panama Since 1920: Decennial

censuses
1960: Dirección de Estadistica
y Censo, Contraloria General
de la Republica

Northern America
Canada 1847: Board of Registration

and Statistics
1918: Dominion Bureau
of Statistics, centralized

1965: Dominion Bureau of
Statistics, federal department,
independent
1971: Statistics Canada,
Minister of Industry

Greenland 1989: Statistics Green-
land, Cabinet’s secre-
tariat

United States 1790–1840: Census taking (See note)
1840: Bureau of the Census,
Secretary of State
1902: Bureau of the Census,
Department of the Interior
1903: Bureau of the Census,
Department of Commerce
and Labor
1913: Bureau of the Census,
Department of Commerce

South America
Argentina 1869: Census 1944: Consejo Nacional

de Estadística y Censos,
Council of National De-
fense in the Ministry of
Interior and the Tech-
nical Secretariat of the
Argentine Presidency

1950: Dirección General del
Sistema Estadístico Nacional,
Dirección Nacional de Ser-
vicios Técnicos del Estado,
Ministry of Technical Affairs

1894: Dirección General
de Estadística, Ministry of
Public Finances

1952: Dirección Nacional de
Servicio Estadístico, Ministry
of Technical Affairs and Min-
istry of Public Finances

Handbook (1894, 1903,
1909)*

1956: Dirección Nacional de
Estadística y Censos, Ministry
of Economy
1968: Instituto Nacional de Es-
tadística y Censos, Secretariat
of Economic and Regional
Planning in the National Min-
istry of Economy and Public
Works and Services

Bolivia Handbook (1893, 1904)* 1976: Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica, Ministry of Finance

Brazil 1871: General Department
of Statistics

1934–1935: National
Institute of Statistics

1968: Instituto Brasileiro de Ge-
ografia e Estatística, Ministry of
Planning, Budget and Manage-
ment

Handbook (1891)* 1938: Instituto
Brasileiro de Geografia
e Estatística
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Table A2, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
South America

Chile 1843: Oficina de Estadís-
ticas, Ministry of Interior

1927: Dirección Na-
cional de Estadísticas

1953: Servicio Nacional de
Estadísticas y Censos

Handbook (1909)* 1960: Dirección de Estadísti-
cas y Censos
1970: Instituto Nacional de
Estadísticas, Ministry of Econ-
omy

Colombia Handbook (1892)* Before 1951: National Statis-
tics Office, Controller General
Office
1951: National Statistics Of-
fice, independent
1953: Departamento Adminis-
trativo Nacional de Estadística

Ecuador 1830: Statistical activities
3 departments

1938: Dirección Gen-
eral de Estadística,
Ministerio de Hacienda
y Crédito Público

1970: Instituto Nacional de
Estadística, Junta de Planifi-
cación

1976: Instituto Nacional
de Estadística y Censos,
Ministerio de Economía
y Finanzas

1836, 1864: Censuses 1944: Dirección Gen-
eral de Estadística y
Censos, Ministerio de
Economía

1878: Oficina Central de
Estadística
1900: Dirección General
de Estadística y Registro
Civil
Handbook (1894, 1896)*

Guyana Early 1940s: Statistical
activities, decentralized

1957: Department of Statistics 1990: Bureau of Statis-
tics, Minister of Finance

Paraguay Handbook (1895)* 1942: Dirección Gen-
eral de Estadística En-
cuestas y Censos

Peru Handbook (1892)* 1932: Dirección Na-
cional de Estadística

1958: Dirección Nacional de
Estadística y Censos

1975: Instituto Nacional
de Estadística, indepen-
dent

1969: Oficina Nacional de Es-
tadística y Censos, indepen-
dent

1990: Instituto Nacional
de Estadística e Infor-
mática, independent

Suriname 1947: General Bureau of
Statistics, Office of the Gover-
nor

1975: Administrative
relocations

1991: General Bureau
of Statistics, Ministry of
Planning and Develop-
ment Cooperation
2002: General Bureau
of Statistics, semi-
autonomous
2003: Foundation Gen-
eral Office of Statistics,
Foundation Register
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Table A2, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
South America

Uruguay 1852: Mesa Estadística, Minis-
terio de Hacienda, later Direc-
ción de Estadística General

1953: Dirección General de
Estadística y Censos

1993: Instituto Nacional de
Estadística

Handbook (1893)*
Venezuela 1871: Directorate for (initially

agricultural) statistics, Ministry
of Development

1944: Dirección
General de Es-
tadística y Cen-
sos Nacionales

1950: Dirección General
de Estadística y Censos
Nacionales, centralized

1977: Oficina Central de Estadís-
tica e Informática, independent

1873, 1881, 1891: 1st, 2nd,
3rd censuses

1997: Instituto Nacional de Es-
tadística, Ministerio del Poder
Popular Para la Planificacion y
Desarrollo

Handbook (1892, 1904, 1909)*

Source: J. Bertillon, Cours Élémentaire de Statistique Administrative: Élaboration des Statistiques. Organisation des Bureaux de Sstatistique.
Élements de Démographie, Paris, Société d’Editions Scientifiques, 1895; J. Koren, The History of Statistics: Their Development and Progress
in Many Countries (reprinted from the 1st ed. 1918), Burt Franklin, New York, 1970; Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris, S26 (1886);
United Nations Statistics Division, Country Profiles, 2014, https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/cp/searchcp.aspx; H. Westergaard, Contributions to
the History of Statistics, P.S. King & Son, London, England, 1932. Also, information was based on the statistical agencies’ official sites.
Note: The United States statistical system is decentralized. In addition to the ten principal statistical agencies (Bureau of the Census, Bureau of
Economic Analysis, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Economic Research Service,
Energy Information Administration, National Agricultural Statistics Service, National Center for Education Statistics, National Center for Health
Statistics), official data are produced by many other agencies such as the Federal Reserve Board, the Treasury, the Environmental Protection
Agency etc.
*Handbooks for individual countries as well as aggregate for the region were published by the International Bureau of the American Republics:
see the list at: http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupname?key=International%20Bureau%20of%20the%20American%20
Republics.

Table A3
The Development of national statistical offices: Asia

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Central Asia

Kazakhstan 1868: Turkestani provincial statistical
committee, statistical bureaux in Syr-
Darya and Semirechenskaya regions

1920: Statistics
Division of ASSR,
centralized

1997: Agency of Statistics of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan, modernized

1870s, 1877, 1895: Ural, Semi-
palatinskiy and Akmolinskiy, and
Turgayskiy regional statistical com-
mittees
1897: 1st census

Kyrgyzstan 1994: National Statistical Committee,
autonomous

Tajikistan 2000s?: State Committee on Statistics
Turkmenistan 1990s?: State Committee for Statistics
Uzbekistan 2002: State Department of Statis-

tics, Ministry of Macroeconomics and
Statistics

Eastern Asia
China Statistical activities and publications 1983: National Bureau of Statistics
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Table A3, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Eastern Asia

China, Hong
Kong Special
Administrative
Region

Before 1967: Census and Sta-
tistical Planning Office, Colo-
nial Secretariat and Statistics
Branch, Commerce and Indus-
try Department
1967: Census and Statistics
Department, Financial Services
and the Treasury Bureau of the
Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region Government

China, Macao
Special
Administrative
Region

1984: Statistics and Cen-
sus Service, Secretariat of
Economy and Finance

Democratic
People’s
Republic of
Korea

2000s?: General Bureau of
State Statistics

Japan 1871: Statistics Division,
Main Office of the pre-
constitutional Meiji Govern-
ment, 1st government popu-
lation survey employing field
enumeration in 1879

1920: Statistics
Department,
First Division,
Census Office,
1st census

1946: Statistical Commission,
Cabinet

1984: Statistics Bureau,
Management and Coordi-
nation Agency, Statistics
Centre

1881: Statistics Office 1924: Cabinet
Statistics Bureau

1947: Statistics Bureau, Prime
Minister’s Agency

2001: Statistics Bureau
and the Statistics Center,
Ministry of Internal Affairs
and Communications

1885: Statistics Bureau, ex-
ternal bureau of the Cabinet

1949: Statistics Bureau, Prime
Minister’s Office, Statistical
Commission, external bureau of
the Prime Minister’s Office

2003: National Statistics
Center

1952: Statistical Standards
Department, Administrative
Management Agency, Statistics
Council

2007: Statistics Commission,
Cabinet Office

1957: Statistical Standards Bu-
reau, Administrative Manage-
ment Agency

Japan 1968: Office of the Director for
Statistical Standards, Adminis-
trative Management agency

Mongolia 1924: Basis of
official statis-
tics, Registration
Division, Min-
istry of Internal
Affairs

1964: Central Statistical Office,
centralized

1994: National Statistical
Office, independent

Republic of
Korea

1948: Bureau of Statistics,
Office of Public Information

1990: Korea National Statis-
tical Office (KOSTAT), Min-
istry of Finance and Econ-
omy

1955: Bureau of Statistics,
Ministry of Home Affairs

2005: KOSTAT, Deputy
Ministerial level

1961: National Bureau of
Statistics, Economic Planning
Board

2009: Statistical Training
Institute and Statistics Re-
search Institute, KOSTAT
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Table A3, continued

Statistical office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Southern Asia

Afghanistan Before 1973: Statistics Depart-
ment, Ministry of Interior

2000: Central Statistical
Office, independent

1973–1992: Central Statistical
Office

Bangladesh 1971: Bureau of Statistics, Bu-
reau of Agriculture Statistics,
Agriculture Census Commis-
sion and Population Census
Commission, decentralized

2002: Bureau of Statistics,
Ministry of Planning, decen-
tralized

1974: Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics, centralized
1975: Statistics Division,
Ministry of Planning

Bhutan 1971: Planning Commission 1991: Technical Committee,
Planning Commission
1999: Department of Plan-
ning, Planning Commission,
Ministry of Finance

India 1862: Statistical Committee,
Statistical Abstract of British
India in 1868, published
annually until 1923

1925: Directorate of
Commercial Intelli-
gence and Statistics

1946: Bureau of Economics
and Statistics, Government of
Bombay

1999: Department of Statis-
tics and Programme Im-
plementation, Ministry of
Planning and Programme
Implementation

1862: Statistical Branch,
Finance Department

1934: Department of
Commercial Intelli-
gence and Statistics

1948: Office of the Registrar
General and Census Commis-
sioner

1999: Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementa-
tion

1881: Department of Agri-
culture, decentralized de-
partments in the provinces
for statistics, Agricultural
Statistics of British India in
1886, 1st population Census

1942: Department
of Economics and
Statistics, United
Provinces Govern-
ment

1949: Central Statistical Unit,
Cabinet Secretariat

1905: Statistical Bureau 1951: Central Statistical Orga-
nization and National Sample
Survey, Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementa-
tion, decentralized

1914: Directorate of
Statistics

1961: Department of Statistics,
Cabinet Secretariat
1973: Department of Statistics,
Ministry of Plan

Iran 1918: Civil Registra-
tion Department

1952: Department of Statistics
and Census, Cooperation Or-
ganization of Public Statistics

2000: Statistical Centre
of Iran, Management and
Planning Organization

1924: General De-
partment of Statis-
tics, Ministry of the
Interior, centralized

1956: Department of Public
Statistics, Ministry of the
Interior

1940–1941: 1st cen-
sus covering Tehran
and 33 cities

1965: Statistical Centre of
Iran, Plan and Budget Organi-
zation
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Table A3, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Southern Asia

Maldives 1978: National Planning Agency
1982: Ministry of Planning and
National Development
1988: Ministry of Planning and
Environment
1993: Ministry of Planning, Human
Resources and Environment
1998: Ministry of Planning and
National Development
2008: Statistics Section, Department
of National Planning, Ministry of
Finance and Treasury

Nepal 1958: Central Bureau of Statis-
tics, National Planning Commis-
sion Secretariat

Pakistan 1950: Central Statistical Office,
Department at the Economic
Affairs Division

1981: Statistics Division, Finance
Minister/Secretary

Sri Lanka 1944: Census
Department and
Statistics Section
at the Department
of Commerce and
Industries, Min-
istry of Labour,
Industry and
Commerce

1947: Department of Census,
Statistics and Planning, Ministry
of Home Affairs

1978: Department of Census and
Statistics, Ministry of Finance, Plan-
ning, Ethnic Affairs and National
Integration

1946: 1st census 1948: Department of Census and
Statistics, Ministry of Finance

2002: Department of Census and
Statistics, Ministry of Interior

1971: Department of Census and
Statistics, Ministry of Planning
and Employment

2004: Department of Census and
Statistics, Ministry of Finance and
Planning

South-Eastern Asia
Brunei
Darussalam

2000s?: Department of Statistics,
Department of Economic Planning
and Development

Cambodia 1948–1975: National Institute of
Statistics

1979: National Institute of Statistics

1992: National Institute of Statistics,
Ministry of Planning, decentralized,
received technical assistance since
1992

Indonesia 1900s: Centraal
Kantoor voor
de Statistiek,
Colonial Period

1939–1945:
Shomubu Chosa-
sitsu Gunseikanbu,
Japanese authori-
ties

1945: Kantor Penyelidikan
Perangkaan Umum Republik
Indonesia

1997: Badan Pusat Statistik (Central
Agency on Statistics), President
of the Republic and Minister for
National Development Planning

1957: Biro Pusat Statistik
Lao people’s
democratic
republic

1995: National Statistical Centre,
Committee for Planning and Cooper-
ation, Prime Minister’s Office

Malaysia 1949: Bureau of Statistics (exter-
nal trade and estate agriculture)
1965: Department of Statistics,
independent, state offices (1971–
1981), decentralized
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Table A3, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
South-Eastern Asia

Myanmar 1952: Central Statistical
Organization, Ministry
of National Planning and
Economic Development

Philippines 1940: Bureau of the Cen-
sus and Statistics

1974: National Census and
Statistics Office

1987: National Statistics Office

2013: Philippine Statistics
Authority

Singapore 1871: 1st census later
decennial censuses

1921: Statistical Bureau 1959: Department of Statis-
tics
1973: Department of
Statistics, Ministry of
Trade and Industry, decen-
tralized

Thailand 1915: Statistical Forecast
Bureau, Department at
the Ministry of Royal
Treasury

1963: National Statistical
Office, independent

2002: National Statistical Of-
fice, Ministry of Information
and Communication Technol-
ogy

Timor-Leste 2003: National Statistics Di-
rectorate, General Directorate
for Analysis and Research
Ministry of Finance (since
2009)

Vietnam,
Socialist
Republic of

1980s: Bureau of the Central
Steering Committee for the
XX Population and Housing
Census
1994: General Statistics Office

Western Asia
Armenia 1922: Statistical Depart-

ment of Soviet Socialist
Republic of Armenia,
USSR Central Statistics
Department

1987: State Statistical Com-
mittee, Soviet Socialist Repub-
lic of Armenia

1992: State Department of
Statistics, State Register and
Analysis of the Republic of
Armenia
1998: Ministry of Statistics,
State Register and Analysis of
the Republic of Armenia
2000: National Statistical
Service, independent

Azerbaijan 1846: Statistical Com-
mittees in the provinces:
Shamakhy (1846–1859),
Baku (1859) and Ganja
(1867)

1918: Statistical Depart-
ment, Ministry of State
Property and Agriculture

1948: 1948: Central Statis-
tics Department, USSR
Central Statistical Commit-
tee

1987: State Statistics Commit-
tee of Azerbaijan SSR

1919: Statistical Bureau
with the Lands Fund of
the Agricultural Ministry

1994: State Statistical Com-
mittee of Azerbaijan republic

1920: Collegium of statis-
tics within the Azerbaijan
Revolutionary Committee
1924: Regional statistical
bodies
1928: Central Statistics
Department, State Plan-
ning Commission
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Table A3, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Western Asia

Bahrain 1967: Statistics Office, Min-
istry of Finance and National
Economy

1976: Directorate of Statistics, Min-
istry of Finance and National Econ-
omy
1977: Directorate of Statistics, inde-
pendent
1983: Central Statistics Organization,
independent
2002: Central Informatics Organiza-
tion Decree, reorganized in 2003

Cyprus 1950: Statistical unit, small
administrative unit

2000: Statistical Service, Ministry of
Finance

1960: Department of Statistics
and Research, Ministry of
Finance

Georgia 1800s:
Censuses

1918: Temporary Bureau of
Statistics, Ministry of Agricul-
ture

1991: Social and Economic Informa-
tion Committee

1919: Republican Statistical
Committee, Ministry of Agricul-
ture

1995: State Department of Social and
Economic Information

1921–1991: Central Statistics
Division of Soviet Republic of
Georgia, USSR Central Statis-
tics Department

1997: State Department of Statistics
of Georgia, Ministry of Economy and
Sustainable Development

2004: National Statistics Office, inde-
pendent

Iraq 1930s: Statistics Office, Depart-
ment at Ministry of Economy
and Transport

1956: Central Office of Statis-
tics

2004: Central Organization for Statis-
tics and Information Technology, Min-
istry of Planning and Development
Cooperation

1939: The Main Office for
Statistics, Ministry of Economy

1959: Central Office of Statis-
tics, General Directorate at the
Ministry of Planning
1968: Central Statistical Orga-
nization, Ministry of Planning

Israel 1949: Central Bureau of
Statistics, independent
1972: Central Bureau of
Statistics, independent

Jordan 1949–1950: Department of
Statistics

2003: Department of Statistics, Min-
ister of Planning and International
Cooperation, modernized

1961: 1st census
Kuwait 1963: Central Statistical Bu-

reau, Planning Council
1979: Central Statistical Bureau, Min-
istry of Planning
1997: Statistics and Information Sec-
tor, Ministry of Planning
2003: Statistics and Census Sector,
Ministry of Planning
2008: Central Statistical Bureau, Min-
ister for Housing and Development
Affairs

Kuwait 2010: Central Statistical Bureau, Min-
ister for Housing and Development
Affairs, reorganization

Lebanon 1979: Central Administration of
Statistics, independent
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Table A3, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Western Asia

Oman 1977: Directorate General of Na-
tional Statistics, Technical Secre-
tariat of the Development Council
1994: Directorate General of Eco-
nomic Statistics and the Directorate
General of Social Statistics, Min-
istry of Development
2001: Directorate General of Eco-
nomic Statistics and the Directorate
General of Social Statistics, Min-
istry of National Economy
2012: National Center for Statistics
and Information, Supreme Council
for Planning

Qatar 1980: Qatar Statistics Authority
1986: 1st census
2013: Ministry of Development
Planning and Statistics

Saudi Arabia 1958: Central Department
of Statistics and Informa-
tion, Minister of Economy
and Planning

State of
Palestine

2000: Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics

Syrian Arab
Republic

2005: Central Bureau of Statistics

Turkey 1831: 1st census
1930: Public Directorate
of Statistics, centralized

1918–1919: Statisti-
cal Department

1945: General Directorate
of Statistics

1984: Reorganization

1891: Central Statistical
Council

1926: Central Sta-
tistical Department

1952: Public Directorate
of Statistics

2005: Turkish Statistical Institute

1960: General Directorate
of Statistics
1962: State Institute of
Statistics, independent

United Arab
Emirates

2005: National Statistics Bureau

2010: National Bureau of Statistics
Yemen 1995: Statistics Act

2003: Central Statistical Organi-
zation, Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation

Source: J. Bertillon, Cours Élémentaire de Statistique Administrative: Élaboration des Statistiques. Organisation des Bureaux de Sstatistique.
Élements de Démographie, Paris, Société d’Editions Scientifiques, 1895; J. Koren, The History of Statistics: Their Development and Progress in
Many Countries (reprinted from the 1st ed. 1918), Burt Franklin, New York, 1970. United Nations Statistics Division, Country Profiles, 2014,
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/cp/searchcp.aspx; H. Westergaard, Contributions to the History of Statistics, P.S. King & Son, London, England,
1932. Also, information was based on the Statistical agencies’ official sites.
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Table A4
The Development of national Statistical Offices: Europe

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Eastern Europe

Belarus 1920: Bodies of state
statistics

1991: Ministry of Statistics
and Analysis of the Repub-
lic of Belarus
2008: National Statistical
Committee of the Republic
of Belarus, independent

Bulgaria 1880: Statistical Organiza-
tional Division, Ministry of
Finance

1946: Statistics Directorate
General, Council of Min-
isters, network of local
statistical bodies

1991: National Statistical
Institute, National Statisti-
cal Council

1881: Bulgarian Official
Statistical Office

1953: Central Statistical
Office, Council of Minis-
ters

2007: Independent

1897: Statistics Directorate
Czech
Republic

1829: Statistical Service 1919: State Office of
Statistics

1951–1971: Centralized
activities

1993: Czech Statistical
Office

1897: Provincial Statistical
Office

1968: Federal Statistical
Office and a Czech Statis-
tical Office and a Slovak
Statistical Office

1995: Independent

Hungary 1848-49: National Statis-
tical Office, Ministry of
Interior

1952: Hungarian Central
Statistical Office

1993: Independent

1867: Statistical Depart-
ment, Ministry for Agricul-
ture, Industry, and Trade
and later autonomous
Croatian-Slavonian Statis-
tical Office
1874: Statistical Bureau
1897: Hungarian Royal
Central Statistical Office

Poland 1789: The first population
and houses censuses in
Europe

1918: Central Statistical
Office

1945: Central Statistical
Office (CSO), reorganized

1995: Central Statistical
Office, independent

1923: Central Statisti-
cal Office, Ministry of
Internal Affairs

1962: CSO and regional
statistical offices are the
state statistics bodies

Republic of
Moldova

1990: State Department for
Statistics
2004: National Bureau of
Statistics, independent

Romania 1859: Central Office for
Administrative Statistics

1925: State Institute for
General Statistics

1951: Central Directorate
of Statistics

1989: National Commission
for Statistics

1892: State Directorate for
General Statistics

1936: Central Institute of
Statistics

2001: National Institute of
Statistics, independent

Russian
Federation

1810: Statistical Division,
Ministry of Police, reorga-
nized in 1817

1918: Central Statistical
Administration of the
RSFSR

1948: Central Statistical
Administration, Council of
Ministers of the USSR

1987: Federal State Statis-
tics Service (Goskomstat),
independent

1834–1852: Bureau of
Statistics, Ministry of
Interior, Departmental
statistical offices

1923: Central Statisti-
cal Administration of
the Council of People’s
Commissars of the USSR

1858: Central Bureau of
Statistics, Ministry of
Interior and Statistical
Council

1926: Central Statistical
Administration of the
USSR
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Table A4, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Eastern Europe

Russian
Federation

Central Bureau of Statis-
tics reorganized in 1863
and 1875
1913: Plan for reformation
interrupted from the war

1931: Sector of Economic
Accounting of Gosplan
1931: Central Admin-
istration of Economic
Accounting of Gosplan
1941: Central Statistical
Administration of Gos-
plan

Slovakia 1951: Central statistical
body responsible for the
Slovak part of the former
Czechoslovakian Feder-
ation, Federal Statistical
Office in Prague

1993: Statistical Office of
the Slovak Republic

2001: Statistical Office
of the Slovak Republic,
independent
2002: Centralized

Ukraine 1921: Central Statistical
Office

1991: Ministry of Statistics

1997: State Statistics
Committee of Ukraine,
independent

Northern Europe
Denmark 1833: Central Commission

of Statistics
1966: Statistics Denmark,
independent (Ministry of
Economic and Internal
Affairs)

1850: Statistical Bureau,
independet
1913: Statistical Depart-
ment

Estonia 1863–1917: Statistical
Committee of Estonian
Province

1921: Central Bureau of
Statistics

until 1990: State Statistical
Committee of the Estonian
SSR

1940: State Accounting
Board at the State Plan-
ning Committee

1990: State Statistical Of-
fice of the Estonian SSR

1940+: Central Board
of Statistics of the Esto-
nian SSR, Central Board
of Statistics (Statistical
Committee) of the USSR

1991: Statistical Office of
Estonia

1992: Estonian Statistical
Society
2010: Statistics Estonia,
Ministry of Finance

Finland 1865: Bureau of Statistics 1971: Statistics Finland,
independent

1870: Central Commission
of Statistics reorganized in
1884

Iceland 1914: Statistics Iceland
(ministerial status)

2008: Statistics Iceland,
independent (Minister of
Finance and Economic
Affairs)
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Table A4, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Northern Europe

Ireland 1900: Statistics and Intelli-
gence Branch, Department
of Agriculture and Techni-
cal Instruction of Ireland

1919: Statistics and In-
formation Branch, the
Irish Department of the
Ministry of Labour in
London

1949: Central Statistics
Office

1922: Statistics Branch,
Department of Industry
and Commerce

Latvia 1919: State Statistical
Bureau

1945: Statistical office was
restructured and incorpo-
rated into statistical system
of the USSR

1987: State Committee on
Statistics

1998: Central Statistical Bu-
reau, Ministry of Economics

Lithuania 1919: General Department
of Statistics

1990: Department of Statis-
tics to the Government of
the Republic of Lithuania
(Statistics Lithuania)

1921: Central Statisti-
cal Bureau, Permanent
Commission of Statistics
1940: Lithuanian Statis-
tics became a part of the
Soviet statistical system

Norway 1837: Statistical Bureau,
Department of Finance

1920s+: Centralized,
Statistics Norway?

1960s?: Statistics Norway,
Ministry of Finance

1875: Central Statistical
Bureau, independent (De-
partment of Social Affairs,
Commerce, Industry and
Fisheries)
1900–1920s: Decentralized

Sweden 1858: Statistical Bureau,
Statistical Committee

1962: Statistics Sweden,
Ministry of Finance

1994: Decentralized

1886–1948: Statistical
tables Commission

U.K. 1832: Department of Statis-
tics, Board of Trade

1940: The Government
Social Survey

1968: Government Statisti-
cal Service (Claus Moser)

1989: Business Statistics
Office merged with the
Central Statistical Office

1837: General Register
Office (England and Wales)

1941: Central Statistical
Office (CSO) established

1969: Business Statistics
Office created

1996: Office for National
Statistics formed by merg-
ing CSO, OPCS and the
statistics division of the
Department of Employment

1855: General Register
Office (Scotland)

1970: General Register Of-
fice and Government Social
Survey merged to create the
Office of Population Cen-
suses and Surveys (OPCS)

2000: Statistics Commission
and ‘National Statistics’

1864: General Register
Office (Ireland)

2008: UK Statistics Author-
ity (statistics commission
abolished)

Southern Europe
Albania 1924: Statistical Office,

Ministry of Public Affairs
and Agriculture (limited
activities)

1945 Statistics Department,
Council of Ministers and
later State Plan Commission

Institute of Statistics, Coun-
cil of Ministers

1940: Statistical Service
institutionalized
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Table A4, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Southern Europe

Andorra Departament d’Estadística
(Statistics Department)

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Agency for Statistics of
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Croatia 1875: State Statistical Office,
Kingdom of Croatia, Slavonia
and Dalmatia

1924: Statistical Office in
Zagreb

1945: Statistical Of-
fice of the National
Republic of Croatia

1992: Croatian Bureau of
Statistics of the Republic
of Croatia

1929: Lost financial and
professional indepen-
dence, state statistics
Kingdom of Yugoslavia

1951: Bureau of Statis-
tics and Records

1939: Statistical Office,
Presidential Office of the
General State Statistics,
Government Presidency

1956: Bureau of Statis-
tics of the National
Republic of Croatia

1941–1945: Office 1963: State Bureau
of Statistics of the
Socialist Republic of
Croatia

Greece 1834: Bureau of Public Fi-
nances, Secretariat of the Inte-
rior

1925: General Statistical
Service of Greece, Min-
istry of National Economy

1956: National Statisti-
cal Service of Greece,
Ministry of Coordina-
tion

1990s: National Statistical
Service of Greece, Gen-
eral Secretariat, Ministry
of National Economy

1863: Department of Statistics,
Bureau of Public Finances,
Secretariat of the Interior

2010: Hellenic Statistical
Authority

1910: Department of Statistics,
Ministry of National Economy
Department of Statistics, Min-
istry of Agriculture, Commerce
and Industry
1913: Directorate of Statistics,
Ministry of National Economy
1913: Council of Statistics

Italy 1864: Section at the Ministry of
Agriculture

1926: Instituto Centrale di
Statistica

1989: National Institute of
Statistics

1861: General Statistics Divi-
sion at the Ministry of Agri-
culture (since 1871 director L.
Bodio)

Malta Statistical activities and publica-
tions (The Blue Book)

1947: National Statis-
tics Office

Montenegro 1909: Statistical Department,
independent

2005: Statistical Office of
the Republic of Montene-
gro

Portugal 1841: Section of Statistics and
Topography, Public Works Min-
istry

1935: National Statistical
Institute (INE), 12 new
Technical Committees of
Statistics

1966: High Council of
Statistics

1986: Committee for
Restructuring the National
Statistical System

1857: Central Statistical Com-
mittee

1973: Restructure of
the INE

1989: Complete restruc-
ture of the National Sta-
tistical System and of
INE

1859: Statistical Department 2007: Statistics Portugal
(Portugal Instituto Na-
cional de Estatística, INE)
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Table A4, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Southern Europe

Portugal 1864: General Statistical
Council
1869: Central Statistical
Committee
1887: High Council of
Statistics
1898: Directorate-General
of Statistics and National
Resources, centralized
1911: Directorate-General of
Statistics

San Marino 2000s: Data Processing Cen-
tre and Statistics, Office of
Economic Planning

Serbia Republic 1862: Statistical work at the
Economic Department of
Ministry of Finance

1919: State Statistics
Directorate, Ministry
of Social Policy

1945: Statistical Office 2007: Statistical Office, inde-
pendent

1882: Statistical work at
the Ministry of National
Economy

1945–2006: Statistical
Office, Federal Statistical
Office

Slovenia 1944: Statistical Office
established by the Slovene
National Liberation Coun-
cil

2004: 60th celebration of
the Statistical Office of the
Republic of Slovenia
2014: publication of the 70
years of the Statistical Office
of the Republic of Slovenia

Spain 1856: Royal Statistical Com-
mission

1945: National Statistics
Institute

1989: National Statistics Insti-
tute, Ministry of Economy and
Competitivity and later Min-
istry of Economy and Finances

1857: Board of Statistics 1989: High Council on Statis-
tics

1870: Institute of Geography
and Statistics

Western Europe
Austria 1819: Topographical Office

of Statistics, Council of State
1921–1938: Bunde-
samt für Statistik

1945–1999: Austrian Sta-
tistical Central Office

1945–1999: Austrian Statisti-
cal Central Office

1829: Bureau of Statistics,
Ministry of Finance

2000: Statistik Austria, inde-
pendent

1840: Direktion der Admin-
istrativen Statistik
1863: Central Statistical
Commission, Statistical Of-
fices of the Central Depart-
ments

Belgium 1831: Bureau of General
Statistics, Department of the
Interior

1932: Central Office
of Statistics

1946: National Institute of
Statistics

1977+: The institute opened 5
bureaux

1841: Central Commission
of Statistics, since 1946 high
council of statistics

1939: Further cen-
tralization

1994: National Institute of
Statistics, Ministry of Eco-
nomic Affairs

1940: Central Office
of Statistics, Min-
istry of Economic
Affairs
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Table A4, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Western Europe

France 1800–1812: Bureau de la
Statistique Générale, Ministry
of Interior

1936: Statistique
Générale de la
France, Department
of the Ministry of the
National Economy

1946–1966: Institut Na-
tional de la Statistique et
des Etudes Economiques
(INSEE)

Since 1988: INSEE, modern-
ized

1833: General Statistics Office,
the Ministry of Trade

1941: National Statis-
tics Service (Service
National des Statis-
tiques, SNS)

1967–1987: INSEE, inde-
pendent

2008: INSEE, professional
independence

1840–1941: Statistique
Générale de la France

Germany 1805–1820: Statistical-
Topographical Bureaux of
Prussia (1805), Bavaria (1808)
and Württemberg (1820), Min-
istry of Interior

1953: Federal Statistical
Office, Federal Ministry
of the Interior

Federal Statistical Office, Fed-
eral Ministry of the Interior

1834: Federal cross-state statis-
tics

1945–1990: Central State
Office for Statistics (Ger-
many East)

1872: Imperial Statistical Of-
fice, Ministry of the Interior

Liechtenstein 1784: Statistical activities 1950: Office of Statistics 1976: Office of Statistics, divi-
sion at the Office of Economic
Affairs
2009: Office of Statistics, Min-
istry of General Government
Affairs and Finance, indepen-
dent

Luxembourg Before 1962: General
Statistics Office
1962: Central Service for
Statistics and Economic
Studies, Minister of the
Economy, autonomous

Monaco 1945: Statistical activities
and publications

2011: Institut Monégasque
de la Statistique et des Études
Économiques, Conseil Scien-
tifique de la Statistique et des
Études Économiques

Netherlands 1826: Statistics Commission,
Ministry of Home Affairs

2003: Statistics Netherlands,
Central Commission for
Statistics

1848: Statistics Netherlands 2004: Statistics Netherlands,
independent

1878: Bureau of Statistics
1894: Reconstitution of Central
Commission of Statistics and
Bureau of Statistics
1899: Central Bureau of Statis-
tics (Statistics Netherlands)
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Table A4, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Western Europe

Switzerland 1848: Statistical activities,
Department of the Interior

1992: Federal Statistical Bu-
reau, modernized, Ministry for
the Interior

1860: Federal Statistical Bu-
reau
1870: Statistical units in gov-
ernment offices

Source: J. Bertillon, Cours Élémentaire de Statistique Administrative: Élaboration des Statistiques. Organisation des Bureaux de Sstatistique.
Élements de Démographie, Paris, Société d’Editions Scientifiques, 1895; J. Koren, The History of Statistics: Their Development and Progress
in Many Countries (reprinted from the 1st ed. 1918), Burt Franklin, New York, 1970; Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris, S26 (1886);
United Nations Statistics Division, Country Profiles, 2014, https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/cp/searchcp.aspx.; H. Westergaard, Contributions to
the History of Statistics, P.S. King & Son, London, England, 1932. Also, information was based on the Statistical agencies’ official sites.

Table A5
The Development of national Statistical Offices: Oceania

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Australia & New Zealand

Australia 1901: State Statistical
Offices

1924: Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and
Statistics + Tasmanian
Statistical Office

1950s: Commonwealth Bu-
reau of Census and Statis-
tics, centralized

1975: Australian Bureau of
Statistics, independent

1905: Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and
Statistics, Department of
Home Affairs

1932: Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and
Statistics, Treasury
Portfolio

New Zealand 1890s: Statistical activi-
ties and publications

1956: Department of Statis-
tics

1994: Statistics New Zealand
reports to the Minister of
Statistics in the New Zealand
Government

1910: Government Statis-
tician at the Registrar-
General’s Office
1913: Census and Statis-
tics Office

Melanesia
Fiji 1960s: Bureau of Statis-

tics, Ministry of National
Planning

New Caledonia 1969: Bureau de la Statis-
tique, Direction des Affaires
Economiques

1983: Direction de la
Statistique et des Etudes
Economiques

1971: Direction du Com-
merce, des Prix et de la
Statistique

1985: Institut Territorial
de la Statistique et des
Etudes Economiques, Exé-
cutif du Territoire, conseil
d’administration

1974: Service de la Statis-
tique
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Table A5, continued

Statistical Office
Country 1800–1914 1918–1944 1945–1974 Since 1975
Melanesia

Papua New
Guinea

1981: National Statistical Office, restructured in
1999

Solomon
Islands

1959: Census Act

1970: Solomon Islands
National Statistics Office,
department at the Ministry
of Finance and Treasury

Vanuatu 1983: Statistics Office, National Planning Office
1996: Statistics Office, Department at the Ministry of
Finance and Economic Management

Micronesia
Guam 2000s?: Bureau of Planning

2002: Bureau of Statistics and Plans, Office of the
Governor

Kiribati 1997: National Statistical Office, Ministry of Finance
and Economic Planning

Marshall
Islands

1920–1935:
Censuses
every 5 years

1967, 1973: Censuses 1986: Economic Policy, Planning and Statistics
Office, Office of the President

Micronesia 1988: Branch offices, decentralized
1999: Statistics Unit, Department of Economic
Affairs, centralized
2000: Office of Statistics, Budget and Economic
Management, Overseas Development Assistance,
and Compact Management

Nauru 1992: Bureau of Statistics, Ministry of Finance
Palau 2000: Office of Planning and Statistics, President’s

Office and Ministry of Administration
2001: Sub-division Statistics and Planning, Bureau
of Budget and Planning

Polynesia
French Polynesia 1976: Institut Territorial de la Statistique

1999: Institut de la Statistique de la Polynésie
Française, Ministre de l’Economie, Conseil National
de l’Information Statistique

Niue 1971: Census Act 2000s?: Statistics Niue, unit at the Economic Plan-
ning Development and Statistics Office of the Pre-
miers Department

Samoa 1990s?: Statistical Services Division
Tonga 1975: Statistics Department, Minister for Finance

and National Planning
2008: Statistics Department, Prime Ministers’ Office

Tuvalu 1978: Central Statistics Division, Secretary for Fi-
nance

Source: J. Bertillon, Cours Élémentaire de Statistique Administrative: Élaboration des Statistiques. Organisation des Bureaux de Sstatistique.
Élements de Démographie, Paris, Société d’Editions Scientifiques, 1895; J. Koren, The History of Statistics: Their Development and Progress
in Many Countries (reprinted from the 1st ed. 1918), Burt Franklin, New York, 1970; Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris, S26 (1886);
United Nations Statistics Division, Country Profiles, 2014, https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/cp/searchcp.aspx; H. Westergaard, Contributions to
the History of Statistics, P.S. King & Son, London, England, 1932. Also, information was based on the Statistical agencies’ official sites.
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