Supplemental Material

Cohesive Markers and Cohesive Adequacy 

Cohesive Markers

Reference:
personal pronouns, demonstrative pronouns and comparative pronouns are cohesive.  The identity of the thing or class or things referred to is found in the preceding or following text.

Conjunctions:
conjunctions are cohesive indirectly as they express meaning that presuppose the presence of other discourse components.  They specify the relation of content between sentences.

Lexicals:  
general nouns are cohesive by selection of vocabulary.

Representative examples of reference ties; most common error or incomplete ties 

Complete Tie: 

“I used to be able to work in my yards.  I enjoyed it very much.  But I don’t do it anymore. “It” refers to working in the yard.”  (“It” was scored an a complete tie)

Incomplete Tie: 

“They all came down here when my father and mother got married.  Dad went to (city/state) and they met up there in the cotton mills.” (“They was scored as an incomplete tie because “They” refers to either father and mother or possibly others (they) who came for the wedding.

Error Tie: 

“I couldn’t walk too far without having to rest because my legs are terrible.  We had a good time; I did.  I thought she had too.”  (scored as error because no previous mention of female during discussion.) 
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