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1. This thematic issue

This issue of JAISE is focused on the theme of Eval-
uating Ambient Assisted Living Components and Sys-
tems. The area of Ambient Assisted Livig (AAL) has
grown steadily in the past decade; however, it is still to
a large extent marked as ‘work in progress’ for which
a lingering symptom is the lack of performance and
evaluation standards.

This Thematic Issue focuses on the task of measur-
ing the performance of systems in the area of AAL
and on comparing the performance of these systems
to other solutions which aim to achieve similar ser-
vices by different means. This is more than finding out
the system with the best performance - which in many
cases is mostly anecdotic - but is actually about finding
objective evidence that a specific technique has practi-
cal advantages over others to deal with specific prob-
lems in the area.

We wish to thank our colleagues Stefano Chessa
(CNR-Pisa, Italy), Juan Antonio Alvarez García (Uni-
versidad de Sevilla, Spain) and Paolo Barsocchi (CNR-
Pisa, Italy) for organizing the content of this issue. The
editors have ample experience in this assessment exer-

cises as they have been behind the organization of sev-
eral EvAAL challenges focused precisely in this exer-
cise of assessing performance in the specific area of
Ambient Assisted Living.

As usual for an area active like AmI there are inter-
esting events around the world. The last pages of this
issue consist of a report on two successful vivas by
Ph.D. students working in the area.

2. Upcoming issues

The following is the list of upcoming issues of
JAISE:

– July 2015: Regular Issue
– Sept. 2015: Thematic Issue on Mobility
– Nov. 2015: Regular Issue
– Jan. 2016: Thematic Issue on Natural Interaction

in Intelligent Environments
– March 2016: Regular Issue

More information on the call for papers to the future
thematic issues is available on the webpage of JAISE
at: http://jaise-journal.org/.
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