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My first look at this book resulted in a disappointment: its catch-word is 
communication. For some reason, I had been looking into the subject of molecu­
lar graphing and modelling-and I was hoping to find a solution to my own 
problem in that area. 

But in reading the book, I realized that there was nothing really wrong with it 
-except that the title is misleading. It should have been: "Retrieval, Storage and 
Communication of Chemical Information". The retrieval aspects in the book are 
simply marvellous: it is a very authoritative survey of all available· information 
systems on chemistry, world-wide. As such, the book is a must for all online 
searchers in this area. Considering present trends to give access to end-users as 
well, it might also soon become a must to end-user chemists. 

For the moment, this is the most recent survey on chemical information 
systems; thus, it is invaluable. For the moment, alas-since no area is changing 
faster than this one. I sincerely hope that the book will be such a commercial 
success that we shall find an updated version of it on our desks within a year or 
so. 

H you live in a chemical environment, buy this publication: it might prove to 
be your 'handbook' for some time to come. 

Finally, the authors and the publisher are to be congratulated for bringing out 
what are essentially conference proceedings in such a neat, timely and cheap 
form. 

Cor van de Weteringh 
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