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1996 1996 1995 1995 1994 1994 

Income spend Income spend Income spend 

SubscnptlOn Income 20,200 19,300 15,500 

Sale of back Issues + ACC7 book 3,500 3,600 2,300 

Bank Interest on deposits 1,800 1,800 1,700 

JOUlnal puntIng and postage 22,300 20,000 20,200 

Secretanal help wIth Journal 23,100 22,500 22,200 

Other postage/etc costs 600 1,300 600 

Net Income trom tournament events 47,400 53,100 0,00 

Hfl /dollar/GBP exchange rate movements 3,100 

Net cash flow over year +23,800 +34,000 -23,500 

Table 2: Income and expenditures trom I January to 31 December 1996 Figures are approximate and In 
US dollar eqUIvalent 1995 and 1994 figures are also shown fO! companson 

THE ICCA JOURNAL ON INTERNET: AN INVESTIGATION 

P Beck and A EM van den Bosch l 

MaastrIcht, The Netherlands 

The debate contInues I Recently, a SUI vey was taken to measure member le~ponse to dlstnbutlOn ot the 
ICCA JOUI nal a~ an electro11lc publication on the Intemet The sample ot members Included a census of 
membership emaIl addresses letaIned by the Association The sample size was 20 percent ot the total 
membership 

Our thanks to the members who responded promptly to the bnet questionnaire Our response rate was an 
l1npleSSlve 74 percent The thoughttul comments sent by many members will add to the value of future 
diSCUSSions on the tOpIC of electl011lC commumcatlOn of ICCA busIness 

Below we plOvlde the survey and the I esults ot the survey 

Will you take 5 minutes now to help us improve services for members of the International Computer 
Chess Association? 

PublishIng the ICCA Journal In an electromc form has been discussed by leaders and members for some 
time Your feedback on how electromc publication will Impact your satisfactIOn as a member IS needed 
Your name was selected for a sample of membership so your response IS Important Please take five 
mInutes now to reply to thiS bnef survey Your prompt reply will be appreciated 

Do you have access to the Intel net? 
Ye~ (100%) or No 

2 Do you share your copy of the ICC A Journal wIth another person after It arnve~ In the mal)? 
Yes (19%) or No (81%) 
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3 If an electronic copy I~ developed, would you stIli want to receIve a pnnted Issue 1 

Yes (82%) or No (14%) 4% undecIded 

March 1997 

4 Are you wIllIng to pay an addItIOnal US $5 Ol the eqUIvalent In pound~ or Dutch gUlldels pel year 
to have access to a complete electronIc Issue vIa password 1 

Yes (40%) or No (56%) 4% undecIded 
5 Is your maIn Interest In the ICCA Journal (rc~ponse~ not mutually exclu~lve) 

Re~earch (67%) 
LeIsure (41%) 
Other (0%) 

End of survey 

A large amount of comment~ and Idea~ were receIved We proVIde three of them 

"SometImes hardcoples of the Journal (In Its red colour) help to conVInce ~pon!>or!> 

"In pnnClple, I am all In favour However, I would urge a deglee of cautIOn For example, one advantage of 
a paper copy IS that I can POInt to a publIcatIOn and !>ay to colleagues "look, that IS my papel and It I~ In a 
proper, respectable academIc publIcatIOn", I thInk that currently they would be rather !>ceptIcal of a 
publIcatIOn whIch appeared only or pnmanly In electronIC form 

"ElectronIC publIshIng IS Just around the corner Some Journals already do It Let us be leadel~ rather than 
followers 

So far we conclude that our members hIghly apprecIate a pnnted Issue of the ICCA Journal It seem~ that 
an electronIC copy WIll not replace the ICCA Journal In ItS current form In the near futUle 

If you were not among the members reached for thIS survey, your opInIOn IS stIli ImpOltant to us We InVIte 
you to send your comments on thIS I~sue to Professor H J van den Henk, EdItor-In-ChIef ICCA Journal, 
UnIversltelt Maastncht, Department of Computer SCIence, POBox 616, 6200 MD Maa~tncht, e-maIl 
Icca@c!> UnImaas nl 

In the June Issue we wIll Inform you fUlther on thIS tOpIC 

CORRESPONDENCE 

COMPUTER CHESS: A UNIFYING THEME 

M Levene' 

London, England 

In a recent Issue the EdItors of the ICCA Journal ~olIclted opInIOns on the future of the Journal A~ an aVId 
reader of the Journal and a contnbutOl I would lIke to vOIce some of my thoughts 

I thInk the ICCA IS an excellent JOUlnal of hIgh qualIty and I am always eagerly 100k.Ing forwaJd to 
receIVIng the next Issue Personally I do not thInk that the game of Chess wIll be 'solved', even when a 
chess machIne IS able to beat the World ChampIOn, an eventualIty that now seems to be unquestIOnable 
There are stIll many avenues to explore In heUrIstIcs of game plaYIng that wIll Improve the qualIty of 
deCISIon makIng of current algOrIthms I feel that In thIS respect the ICCA Journal needs to defIne c1eady ItS 
aJm~ and scope LookIng through the current Issue I dId not see any such statement, although It IS clearly 
stated that the ICCA's purpose IS to promote and further all aspects of computer chess 
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