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ing down key inspection rules opposed by the US biotech in-
dustry.

The British proposals are designed to overcome US concern
about rival States engaging in ‘fishing expeditions’ into its biotech
research. Any inspections will have to be approved by the UN
Secretary-General, to whom evidence would be presented. Un-
der the previous plan, there would have been no limits on investi-
gations, which signatory States will have to comply with.

The British government hopes to revive the talks, which have
been going on for five years, before the final dissolution of the
negotiating panel in November 2002.

Ozone Layer: International Day
On the 15th anniversary of the signing of the Montreal Protocol,

the UN Secretary-General noted that although the scientific assess-
ment carried out this year concluded that some ozone-depleting
agents in the atmosphere are declining slowly, others are still on
the increase. Scientists predict that the ozone layer will remain par-
ticularly vulnerable during the next decade or so, even if all coun-
tries comply with the measures put in place by the Montreal Proto-
col to control and phase out ozone-depleting substances.

The Secretary-General urged all countries to meet their com-
mitments under the Protocol, and in particular the industrialised
countries to continue providing the financial and other assistance
that will help the developing countries to do so.

US Senate: Caribbean Treaty Approved
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee recently approved

the Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife
to the 1983 Convention for Protection and Development of the
Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region (Cartagena
Convention) which is now subject to Senate ratification.

The Protocol calls on each party to establish protected areas
and to plan, manage, and enforce measures for these areas. It
also requires the parties to undertake national and regional coop-
erative measures to protect endangered and threatened species
of wild flora and fauna.

GEF: New Pledges
In August, 32 developed and developing countries agreed to

contribute $2.92 billion to the Global Environment Facility over
the next four years to help developing countries mitigate environ-
mental problems.

From our Origins to the Future

1. We, the representatives of the peoples
of the world, assembled at the World Sum-
mit on Sustainable Development in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa from 2-4 September
2002, reaffirm our commitment to sustain-
able development.
2. We commit ourselves to build a hu-
mane, equitable and caring global society
cognisant of the need for human dignity for
all.
3. At the beginning of this Summit, the
children of the world spoke to us in a sim-

ple yet clear voice that the future belongs
to them, and accordingly challenged all of
us to ensure that through our actions they
will inherit a world free of the indignity and
indecency occasioned by poverty, envi-
ronmental degradation and pat-
terns of unsustainable develop-
ment.
4. As part of our response
to these children, who rep-
resent our collective fu-
ture, all of us, coming from
every corner of the world,
informed by different life
experiences, are united
and moved by a deeply-felt
sense that we urgently need to

create a new and brighter world of hope.
5. Accordingly, we assume a collective
responsibility to advance and strengthen
the interdependent and mutually reinforc-

ing pillars of sustainable development
– economic development, social

development and environmental
protection – at local, national,

regional and global levels.
6. From this Continent, the
Cradle of Humanity we de-
clare, through the Plan of Im-
plementation and this Decla-
ration, our responsibility to
one another, to the greater

community of life and to our
children.

The replenishment – the largest ever of the GEF – will con-
tinue to finance projects in biodiversity, international waters, re-
placing ozone-depleting chemicals, and climate change, while
providing additional support for the Facility’s new mandate to tackle
desertification and persistent organic pollutants.

UNEP: Afghanistan Environment
Five teams of Afghani and international scientists and experts

will collect samples and examine sites around the country in the
first-ever effort to assess how 30 years of conflict have affected
Afghanistan’s environment.

It is estimated that the country has lost up to 30 per cent of its
forests since 1979, so that less than two per cent remains forested.
Rangelands, watersheds and agricultural areas are also severely
degraded. Afghanistan boasts a rich heritage of biological diver-
sity, but its six protected areas cover less than one per cent of the
land.

The field missions will be supplemented by an environmental
analysis based on remote sensing using a combination of classic
optical and state-of-the-art aperture radar technology.

The final report detailing the findings will be published in De-
cember 2002. The report will also recommend projects for im-
proving or remedying environmental threats, improving the insti-
tutional framework, increasing Afghanistan’s capacity for environ-
mental management and protection, creating jobs in the environ-
mental sector, and improving the implementation of international
environmental agreements.

More information is available from UNEP Post-Conflict As-
sessment Unit at +41-22-9178598 or henrik.slotte@unep.ch.

International Criminal Court
The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court entered

into force on 1 July.  The UN Secretary-General said that the en-
try into force was an historic occasion “which reaffirmed the cen-
trality of the rule of law in international relations”.

“It holds the promise of a world in which the perpetrators of
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes are prosecuted
when individual States are unable or unwilling to bring them to
justice. And it gives the world a potential deterrent to future atroci-
ties. I congratulate all the States parties (which stand at 75) on
taking the lead in ratifying the Statute, and I appeal to all States
that have not yet done so to ratify or accede to it as soon as pos-
sible”, he said. (MJ)
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7. Recognising that humankind is at a
crossroad, we have united in a common
resolve to make a determined effort to re-
spond positively to the need to produce a
practical and visible plan that should bring
about poverty eradication and human de-
velopment.

From Stockholm to Rio de Janeiro
to Johannesburg

8. Thirty years ago, in Stockholm, we
agreed on the urgent need to respond to
the problem of environmental deterioration.
Ten years ago, at the United Na-
tions Conference on Environ-
ment and Development, held in
Rio de Janeiro, we agreed that
the protection of the environ-
ment, and social and economic
development are fundamental to
sustainable development, based
on the Rio Principles. To achieve
such development, we adopted
the global programme, Agenda
21, and the Rio Declaration, to
which we reaffirm our commit-
ment. The Rio Summit was a sig-
nificant milestone that set a new
agenda for sustainable develop-
ment.
9. Between Rio and Johannes-
burg the world’s nations met in
several major conferences under
the guidance of the United Na-
tions, including the Monterrey
Conference on Finance for De-
velopment, as well as the Doha
Ministerial Conference. These
conferences defined for the world
a comprehensive vision for the
future of humanity.
10. At the Johannesburg Summit
we achieved much in bringing together a
rich tapestry of peoples and views in a con-
structive search for a common path, to-
wards a world that respects and imple-
ments the vision of sustainable develop-
ment. Johannesburg also confirmed that
significant progress has been made to-
wards achieving a global consensus and
partnership amongst all the people of our
planet.

The Challenges we Face

11. We recognise that poverty eradication,
changing consumption and production pat-
terns, and protecting and managing the
natural resource base for economic and
social development are overarching objec-
tives of, and essential requirements for,
sustainable development.
12. The deep fault line that divides human
society between the rich and the poor and
the ever-increasing gap between the de-
veloped and developing worlds pose a
major threat to global prosperity, security
and stability.
13. The global environment continues to
suffer. Loss of biodiversity continues, fish
stocks continue to be depleted, desertifi-
cation claims more and more fertile land,
the adverse effects of climate change are
already evident, natural disasters are more
frequent and more devastating and devel-
oping countries more vulnerable, and air,
water and marine pollution continue to rob
millions of a decent life.
14. Globalisation has added a new dimen-
sion to these challenges. The rapid inte-
gration of markets, mobility of capital and

significant increases in investment flows
around the world have opened new chal-
lenges and opportunities for the pursuit of
sustainable development. But the benefits
and costs of globalisation are unevenly dis-
tributed, with developing countries facing
special difficulties in meeting this challenge.
15. We risk the entrenchment of these glo-
bal disparities and unless we act in a man-
ner that fundamentally changes their lives,
the poor of the world may lose confidence
in their representatives and the democratic
systems to which we remain committed,
seeing their representatives as nothing

more than sounding brass or tinkling cym-
bals.

Our Commitment to Sustainable
Development

16. We are determined to ensure that our
rich diversity, which is our collective
strength, will be used for constructive part-
nership for change and for the achievement
of the common goal of sustainable devel-
opment.
16.(bis) Recognising the importance of
building human solidarity, we urge the pro-
motion of dialogue and cooperation among
the world’s civilizations and peoples, irre-
spective of race, disabilities, religion, lan-
guage, culture and tradition.
17. We welcome the Johannesburg Sum-
mit focus on the indivisibility of human dig-
nity and are resolved through decisions on
targets, timetables and partnerships to
speedily increase access to basic require-
ments such as clean water, sanitation, ad-
equate shelter, energy, health care, food
security and the protection of biodiversity.
At the same time, we will work together to
assist one another to have access to finan-
cial resources, benefit from the opening of
markets, ensure capacity building, use
modern technology to bring about devel-
opment, and make sure that there is tech-
nology transfer, human resource develop-
ment, education and training to banish for-
ever underdevelopment.
17.(bis)  We reaffirm our pledge to place
particular focus on, and give priority atten-
tion to, the fight against the worldwide con-
ditions that pose severe threats to the sus-

tainable development of our people. Among
these conditions are: chronic hunger; mal-
nutrition; foreign occupation; armed con-
flicts; illicit drug problems; organised crime;
corruption; natural disasters; illicit arms traf-
ficking; trafficking in persons; terrorism; in-
tolerance and incitement to racial, ethnic,
religious and other hatreds; xenophobia;
and endemic, communicable and chronic
diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS, malaria
and tuberculosis.
18. We are committed to ensure that wom-
en’s empowerment and emancipation, and
gender equality are integrated in all activi-

ties encompassed within
Agenda 21, the Millen-
nium Development Goals
and the Johannesburg
Plan of Implementation.
19.  We recognise the re-
ality that global society
has the means and is en-
dowed with the resources
to address the challenges
of poverty eradication and
sustainable development
confronting all humanity.
Together we will take ex-
tra steps to ensure that
these available resources
are used to the benefit of
humanity.
20.  In this regard, to con-
tribute to the achievement
of our development goals
and targets, we urge de-
veloped countries that
have not done so to make
concrete efforts towards
the internationally agreed
levels of Official Develop-
ment Assistance.
21.  We welcome and

support the emergence of stronger regional
groupings and alliances, such as the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development
(NEPAD), to promote regional cooperation,
improved international cooperation and
promote sustainable development.
22. We shall continue to pay special atten-
tion to the developmental needs of Small
Island Developing States and the Least
Developed Countries.
22.(bis)  We reaffirm the vital role of the in-
digenous peoples in sustainable develop-
ment.
23. We recognise sustainable develop-
ment requires a long-term perspective and
broad-based participation in policy formu-
lation, decision-making and implementation
at all levels. As social partners we will con-
tinue to work for stable partnerships with
all major groups respecting the independ-
ent, important roles of each of these.
24. We agree that in pursuit of their legiti-
mate activities the private sector, both large
and small companies, have a duty to con-
tribute to the evolution of equitable and
sustainable communities and societies.
25. We also agree to provide assistance
to increase income generating employment
opportunities, taking into account the Inter-
national Labour Organisation (ILO) Decla-
ration of Fundamental Principles and
Rights at Work.
26. We agree that there is a need for pri-
vate sector corporations to enforce corpo-
rate accountability. This should take place
within a transparent and stable regulatory
environment.
27. We undertake to strengthen and im-
prove governance at all levels, for the ef-

Courtesy: MABDuring a break in plenary proceedings
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fective implementation of Agenda 21, the
Millennium Development Goals and the Jo-
hannesburg Plan of Implementation.

Multilateralism is the Future

28. To achieve our goals of sustainable
development, we need more effective,
democratic and accountable international
and multilateral institutions.
27. We reaffirm our commitment to the
principles and purposes of the UN Charter
and international law as well as the
strengthening of multilateralism. We sup-
port the leadership role of the United Na-
tions as the most universal and representa-
tive organisation in the world, which is best

The Johannesburg Principles on the Role of Law and
Sustainable Development *

We affirm our commitment to the
pledge made by world leaders in the Mil-
lennium Declaration adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly in September
2000 “to spare no effort to free all of hu-
manity, and above all our children and
grandchildren, from the threat of living on
a planet irredeemably spoilt by human ac-
tivities, and whose resources would no
longer be sufficient for their needs”,

We express our firm conviction that the
framework of international and national law
that has evolved since the United Nations
Conference on Human Environment held
in Stockholm in 1972 provides a sound
basis for addressing the major environmen-
tal threats of the day, including armed con-
flict and attacks on innocent civilians, and
should be underpinned by a more deter-
mined, concerted and sustained effort to
implement and enforce these legal regimes
in order to achieve their objectives,

We emphasize our commitment to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the UN Human Rights Conventions and
recognize their close connection with sus-
tainable development and upholding the
Rule of Law,

We recall the principles adopted in the
Rio Declaration on Environment and De-
velopment and affirm adherence to these
principles which lay down the basic princi-
ples of sustainable development,

We affirm that an independent Judici-
ary and judicial process is vital for the im-
plementation, development and enforce-
ment of environmental law, and that mem-
bers of the Judiciary, as well as those con-
tributing to the judicial process at the na-
tional, regional and global levels, are cru-
cial partners for promoting compliance with,
and the implementation and enforcement

of, international and national environmen-
tal law,

We emphasize the importance of the
peaceful resolution of conflicts to avoid situ-
ations in which weapons of war degrade
the environment and cause irreparable
harm directly through toxic agents, radia-
tion, landmines and physical destruction
and indirectly destroy agriculture and cre-
ate vast displacement of people,

We recognize that the rapid evolution
of multilateral environmental agreements,
national constitutions and statutes concern-
ing the protection of the environment in-
creasingly require the courts to interpret
and apply new legal instruments in keep-
ing with the principles of sustainable de-
velopment,

We emphasize that the fragile state of
the global environment requires the Judi-
ciary as the guardian of the Rule of Law, to
boldly and fearlessly implement and en-
force applicable international and national
laws, which in the field of environment and
sustainable development will assist in al-
leviating poverty and sustaining an endur-
ing civilization, and ensuring that the
present generation will enjoy and improve
the quality of life of all peoples, while also
ensuring that the inherent rights and inter-
ests of succeeding generations are not
compromised,

We agree that the Judiciary has a key
role to play in integrating Human Values
set out in the United Nations Millennium
Declaration: Freedom, Equality, Solidarity,
Tolerance, Respect for Nature and Shared
Responsibility into contemporary global
civilization by translating these shared val-
ues into action through strengthening re-
spect for the Rule of Law both internation-
ally and nationally,

We express our conviction that the Ju-
diciary, well informed of the rapidly expand-
ing boundaries of environmental law and
aware of its role and responsibilities in pro-
moting the implementation, development
and enforcement of laws, regulations and

international agreements relating to sus-
tainable development, plays a critical role
in the enhancement of the public interest
in a healthy and secure environment,

We recognize the importance of ensur-
ing that environmental law and law in the
field of sustainable development feature
prominently in academic curricula, legal
studies and training at all levels, in particu-
lar among judges and others engaged in
the judicial process,

We express our conviction that the
deficiency in the knowledge, relevant skills
and information in regard to environmental
law is one of the principal causes that con-
tribute to the lack of effective implementa-
tion, development and enforcement of en-
vironmental law,

We are strongly of the view that there
is an urgent need to strengthen the capac-
ity of judges, prosecutors, legislators and
all persons who play a critical role at na-
tional level in the process of implementa-
tion, development and enforcement of en-
vironmental law, including multilateral en-
vironmental agreements (MEAs), espe-
cially through the judicial process,

We recognize that the people most af-
fected by environmental degradation are
the poor, and that, therefore, there is an
urgent need to strengthen the capacity of
the poor and their representatives to de-
fend environmental rights, so as to ensure
that the weaker sections of society are not
prejudiced by environmental degradation
and are enabled to enjoy their right to live
in a social and physical environment that
respects and promotes their dignity,

We are also of the view that the in-
equality between powerful and weak na-
tions in terms of their relative capacity and
opportunity to protect the sustainable de-
velopment of the shared global environ-
ment places a greater responsibility on the
former to protect the global environment,
and

We feel reassured that the implemen-
tation and further development of interna-

Global Judges Symposium

* Adopted at the Global Judges Symposium
held in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 18–20
August 2002. A full report on the meeting is to
appear in the next issue. See also Editorial.

placed to promote sustainable develop-
ment.
28. We further commit ourselves to moni-
tor progress at regular intervals towards the
achievement of our sustainable develop-
ment goals and objectives.

Making it Happen!

29. We are in agreement that this must be
an inclusive process, involving all the major
groups and governments that participated
in the historic Johannesburg Summit.
30. We commit ourselves to act together,
united by a common determination to save
our planet, promote human development
and achieve universal prosperity and peace.

31. We commit ourselves to the Johannes-
burg Plan of Implementation and to expe-
dite the achievement of the time-bound,
socio-economic and environmental targets
contained therein.
32. From the African continent, the Cradle
of Humankind, we solemnly pledge to the
peoples of the world, and the generations
that will surely inherit this earth, that we are
determined to ensure that our collective
hope for sustainable development is real-
ised.

We express our deepest gratitude to
the people and the Government of South
Africa for their generous hospitality and ex-
cellent arrangements made for the World
Summit on Sustainable Development.


