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Discussions of Export Ban on Caspian Caviar?

Fighting Climate Change
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Russia

More than 80 per cent of the world’s caviar is pro-
duced by the various species of Caspian sturgeon, some
of which are in danger of extinction from overfishing and
poaching. At the end of June in Paris, Member States of
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Spe-
cies of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) decided to rein-
state export quotas requested by the Caspian countries for
this year.

In November 2000, CITES decided to reduce the 2001
export quotas of the former Soviet States bordering the
Caspian Sea – Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan – by 80 per cent, since they did not seem to
be doing enough to combat the sturgeon’s slow demise.
By contrast, Iran is seen as adhering to international envi-
ronmental norms in harvesting its sturgeon.

Reinstating the quotas is conditional on the countries
taking measures this year to combat illegal fishing, and
on the five Caspian Sates to coordinate their efforts. To
this end, the European Union’s Caspian Environmental
Programme (CEP), based in Azerbaijan, planned a meet-
ing for 3-4 July to establish a commission for the joint

management of sturgeon fisheries. Russian officials, how-
ever, informed the meeting’s organisers that their partici-
pation would be “inappropriate”, since they themselves
would be drafting their own proposal on how to manage
the sea’s sturgeon population. The CEP project manager
said that “we cannot hide our disappointment …and can-

not underestimate the damage that
it has done to the process.” He
added that the Russians had al-
ready made draft proposals over
the past 10 years but that these
were “flawed” and had failed to

reach agreement. The Russian drafts did not address the
issue of how to replenish Caspian Sea stocks, and leaned
towards having Russian institutions making the key deci-
sions.

A summit of the five Caspian leaders is planned for
this autumn in Turkmenistan, and it is hoped that a gen-
eral agreement on managing the sea’s bio-resources can
be agreed then. (MJ)

UK

On 12 July, the Country Land and Business Associa-
tion (CLA) published measures to improve the rural econo-
my’s contribution to combating global warming. The CLA
regards the countryside as the “front line” of the battle
against climate change, and calls for the expansion of re-
newable energy sources.

The report, published in advance of the Bonn inter-
governmental meeting on climate change, is intended to
show how agriculture and the rural economy can contrib-
ute to lowering the levels of greenhouse gases, without
suffering in the process. Its 102 proposals include, inter
alia, the growing of elephant grass and willow to replace
fossil fuels, the expansion of farm reservoirs, and more
investment in communications technologies to reduce
travel needs.

The CLA claims that the role of farming and rural
business has been neglected in the debate on global warm-

ing, and calls on the government and the European Union
to draw up a coherent policy to encourage farmers and
landowners to reduce emissions of carbon, methane and
nitrous oxide.

Agriculture is known to be responsible for a high pro-
portion of methane and nitrous oxide emissions through
intensive fertiliser use and livestock production. The re-
port criticises the UK government for failing to give
enough encouragement to “carbon sinks” – soil or crops
able to soak up carbon dioxide and prevent it warming the
atmosphere. The report states that “the UK government is
currently concentrating on emission reductions rather than
carbon sinks to meet the commitments under the Kyoto
Protocol. We consider that a twin-track approach to re-
ducing emissions by actual emissions reduction and the
use of carbon sinks would be more effective.”  (MJ)
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