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Not being a professional diplomat, it was more or less
by accident that I came into the business of conducting
international negotiations. It happened twenty-two years
ago, due to Wolfgang Burhenne. He persuaded me to ac-
cept an offer to be Vice-Chair of the Conference of Pleni-
potentiaries to negotiate and conclude the Convention on
Migratory Species (CMS). Wolfgang used the argument
that it would be a very easy task because the designated
Chair was an experienced, bright and very clever profes-
sional diplomat and that he as the Chair would take care
of everything. So, I said yes. But what Wolfgang and in
any case I had not envisaged was that the Chair, on the
second day of the Conference, had to leave for personal
reasons and never returned. So much to my surprise, I
was suddenly in charge. Well, it went reasonably well.
The Bonn Convention was concluded and adopted.

I have been very privileged because most of my pro-
fessional career has spanned the very same decades where
the global biodiversity-related conventions were negoti-
ated and concluded, where they developed, found their
working methods and matured, i.e. during the 1970s, 1980s
and 1990s.

I have been privileged because I was given opportuni-
ties to participate in one way or another in all of these
conventions, including by having been entrusted with vari-
ous chairing functions in all but one of them.”

(Veit Koester continued on the status of five global
biodiversity-related conventions which is reprinted in a
separate article on page 151).
Ambassador Tuiloma Neroni Slade:

“This is a moment of special privilege and honour for
my wife, and me, and for our country.  With pride, and in
humility, I accept the Elizabeth Haub Award for Environ-
mental Diplomacy.

The Commission on Environmental Law conferred its
first Wolfgang E. Burhenne Award on the late Cyrille de
Klemm in October, 2000, at the 2nd World Conservation
Congress, in Amman, Jordan. The award recognised
Cyrille de Klemm’s  lifetime of extraordinary contribu-
tions to developing the law of biodiversity. The Award
was conferred posthumously by the Commission during

Cyrille de Klemm:
First Laureate of the Wolfgang E. Burhenne Award

by Nicholas A. Robinson* and Parvez Hassan**

* Chair, IUCN Commission on Environmental Law; Professor of Law, Pace
University, USA.
** Member of Steering Committee and former Chair, IUCN Commission on
Environmental Law; Senior Partner, Hassan & Hassan (Advocates), Lahore, Paki-
stan.
1 See also Environmental Policy and Law, Vol. 30 (2000) No. 6, p. 282.

a plenary session of the Congress. Dr. Françoise Burhenne-
Guilmin delivered a remembrance of the accomplishments

of Cyrille de Klemm. The Award
was presented by the Chair of the
Commission, Prof. Nicholas A.
Robinson, and was received on
behalf of her late husband by his
wife, Mme Amalia Thaler-de
Klemm.

The Commission on Envi-
ronmental Law established this
Award during the First World

Conservation Congress of IUCN, held in Montreal,

IUCN

It is a double honour for me to do so, for the work that
is recognised in this award is undertaken with and on be-
half of the small island States of the world.  In their name,
allow me to express appreciation and gratitude to the Eliza-
beth Haub Foundation, to Dr. Burhenne and the Interna-
tional Council for Environmental Law (ICEL), members
of the Jury for the Award and the authorities of Pace Uni-
versity.

The institution of this Award is the mark of our collec-
tive tribute to the vision of Elizabeth Haub, and her pio-
neering work and contribution to the development of en-
vironmental law and policy.  It also allows us, as on this
occasion, to give acknowledgment to the important role
being played, by governments and individuals alike, in a
range of negotiating fora, for the design and development
of global systems for the protection of the earth’s envi-
ronment.

May I say in this connection how particularly hon-
oured I am to share the occasion with my very distin-
guished colleague, Dr. Veit Koester.

...
On behalf of the membership of AOSIS, may I say

that we see in this award an acknowledgment of our work,
and I am deeply honoured to accept it also as your decla-
ration of support and encouragement.”

(Tuiloma Neroni Slade’s presentation on the work and
accomplishments of AOSIS appears on page 157).

* * *
In closing, Richard Ottinger thanked Veit Koester and

Ambassador Slade and invited Helga Haub and Prof.
Nicholas Robinson to unveil a special, permanent plaque
in recognition of those laureates honoured with the Eliza-
beth Haub Award for Environmental Diplomacy. (MAB)
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* Doyen Honoraire de la Faculté de Droit et des Sciences Economiques de Limoges.
Directeur du CRIDEAU-CNRS-INRA. Expert auprès du Conseil de l’Europe.

La Convention Européenne du Paysage
par Michel Prieur*

Signée à Florence le 20 octobre 2000 par dix huit Etats
membres du Conseil de l’Europe, cette convention élabo-
rée par le Congrès des pouvoirs locaux et régionaux du
Conseil de l’Europe, est la dernière née des conventions
en droit de l’environnement.

Que le droit international s’intéresse au paysage peut
paraître une incongruité. Le paysage n’est-il pas un do-
maine réservé aux artistes, peintres et poètes et aux scien-
tifiques, géographes et aménageurs? En réalité, il s’agit
d’un élément important de l’environnement et du cadre
de vie qui généralement est consacré par les droits natio-
naux au titre de la protection de la nature ou de la protec-
tion du patrimoine culturel et historique. Le paysage fa-
çonne l’espace, il est le résultat des activités humaines et
de leur histoire, il exprime aussi la valeur esthétique atta-
chée à l’environnement.1

Le paysage est déjà objet de droit. En Europe plusieurs
Etats visent le paysage dans leur constitution (Italie, Alle-
magne, Suisse, Portugal) et cinq Etats ont des lois spécia-
les sur le paysage (Allemagne, France, Suisse, Tchéquie,
Slovaquie).2

Au plan international la convention de l’Unesco de
1972 sur le patrimoine mondial a déjà consacré le pay-
sage comme élément essentiel du patrimoine mondial,
culturel et naturel s’agissant des paysages ayant une va-
leur universelle exceptionnelle.

Il manquait toutefois, à l’échelle européenne, une con-
vention considérant le paysage non pas comme une va-
leur exceptionnelle mais comme un élément quotidien et
ordinaire du cadre de vie méritant à ce titre un intérêt par-
ticulier comme contribution à une meilleure qualité de l’en-
vironnement. Le paysage européen est à la fois l’expres-
sion et l’image de la culture des peuples d’Europe et de la
gestion des territoires. A ce titre la convention en son art.
5 impose aux Etats de reconnaître juridiquement le pay-
sage comme un «patrimoine européen» partagé par les
peuples d’Europe. Elle se situe dans la lignée des grandes
conventions du Conseil de l’Europe sur la notion de patri-
moine: Paris, patrimoine culturel (1954); Berne, patri-
moine naturel (1979); Grenade, patrimoine architectural
(1985); Londres, patrimoine archéologique (1969-1992).

On ne présentera pas ici la genèse de la convention et
sa contribution à la conception sociale du paysage déjà
exposée par ailleurs3 mais seulement les grandes lignes
qui caractérisent cette nouvelle convention cadre.

Courtesy: IUCN
From left to right: F. Burhenne-Guilmin, Nicholas A.
Robinson and Amalia Thaler-de Klemm

Canada, in 1996, under the chairmanship of Dr. Parvez
Hassan. The Award celebrates and honours the founding
chairman of the Commission, Dr. Wolfgang E. Burhenne.
Dr. Burhenne is the honoured recipient of many interna-
tional awards, but none as yet had been established in his
name. The Commission wished to recognise his lifetime
of work, and to encourage many more years of work on
his behalf and on behalf of the future recipients of an award
in his name.

With the financial support of the Elizabeth Haub Foun-
dation, the Commission arranged for the distinguished
sculptor, Kurt Arentz, to design and cast an original medal
bearing the likeness of the man in whose name the Award
is conferred at every World Conservation Congress. The
sculptor has created over 100 important commemorative
works, including busts of Herbert von Karajan, President
Bush, Willi Brandt and Sir Peter Ustinov, and is also well
known for his sculptures of animals.

The Commission on Environmental Law invites fu-
ture nominations for the Wolfgang E. Burhenne Award.
These should be sent to the Chairman of the Commission,

at the Commission’s offices, Godesberger Allee 108-112,
53175 Bonn, Germany. There is no form for nominations,
but a full curriculum vitae and supporting documentation
is requested.


