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UN/SG

Development and Sustainability

In an address delivered during his first visit to Bang-
ladesh in March 2001, Secretary-General Kofi Annan
called for a break in the political stalemate over environ-
mental challenges.

He noted that one of the main reasons why Bangla-
desh features so prominently on the world stage is that it
is expected to suffer, more than almost any other place on
earth, from the devastating impact of climate change. The

Secretary-General used the Dhaka statement (see page
181), to point out yet again the unsustainability of devel-
opment, as we know it. He acknowledged that, unfortu-
nately, even the worst scenarios did not seem to be enough
to inspire people and governments to act, and in his state-
ment pleaded for a break with the harmful practices of the
past. (MJ)

Right to Development

operation with the WTO, UNCTAD and civil society
would help strengthen these and other capacity-building
activities. The representatives expressed their apprecia-
tion of the opportunity that the forum provided for frank
and open dialogue, and supported the convening of future
meetings including a higher representation of foreign af-
fairs and trade officials.

The main outcomes of the discussions were grouped
under the following four headings: Integration of Envi-
ronment and Trade Policies; Integrated Assessment as a
tool to achieve coherence at the national level; Coherence
at the international level; and Capacity Building. (Avail-
able from robert.bisset@unep.fr.)  (MJ)

The United Nations Commission on Human Rights
(UNCHR) held two sessions of the open-ended Working
Group on the Right to Development (18-22 September
2000 and 29 January – 2 February 2001). These focused,
among other things, on the need to continue deliberations
on the right to development in all its aspects, inter alia, on
the basis of the report of the open-ended
Working Group and the Chairperson’s con-
clusions, as well as comments submitted
thereon.

 The Working Group emphasised that,
on the basis of the text of the Declaration
on the Right to Development of 1986, sev-
eral resolutions and declarations adopted by
consensus at subsequent international con-
ferences and the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action of 1993, it should now
be possible to reach consensus on the full
implementation of the right to development.

The Commission Resolution of 18 April 2001, on The
Right to Development (see page 184) underlines, among
other things, the need to enhance efforts to consider and
evaluate the impact of international economic and finan-

cial issues on the enjoyment of human rights, such as in-
ternational trade issues; access to technology; good gov-
ernance and equity at the international level; and the debt
burden. It requests the independent expert to prepare, in
consultation with all relevant UN agencies and the Bretton
Woods institutions, a preliminary study on the impact of

these issues on the enjoyment of human
rights, by analysing the existing efforts and
means of assessing and evaluating such an
impact, for consideration by the Working
Group at its future sessions.

At its 77th meeting on 25 April 2001,
the Commission adopted a Decision on Sci-
ence and the Environment (see page 185).
The Decision, inter alia, invites the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights and
the Executive Director of the United Na-
tions Environment Programme to review
and assess progress achieved since the

United Nations Conference on Environment and Devel-
opment in promoting and protecting human rights in rela-
tion to environmental questions and in the framework of
Agenda 21.
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