ECOSOC

New UN Forum on Forests

At its session on 18 October 2000, the Economic and
Sacial Council (ECOSOC) established anintergovernmen-
tal body called the United Nations Forum on Forests, to
promote internationally agreed actions on forests at the
national, regional and global levels.

The Council took that action by adopting, without a
vote, a draft resolution (document E/2000/L.32) submit-
ted by its President, Makarim Wibisono (Indonesia). The
Forum’sobjectiveswill bethe promotion of management,
conservation and sustainable development of al types of
forests and the strengthening of political commitment to
that end.

Bagher Asadi (Iran), who had chaired afinal round of
informal consultations on 18-22 September, introduced
the draft text. At the end of along week, he said, they had
succeeded in resolving al difficulties, including the mem-
bership of the new body. The document before the Coun-
cil contained the text of the draft resolution, which had
been approved by consensus. Agreement had been reached

on the establishment of the UN Forum on Forests as a
subsidiary body of the Council composed of all Member
States of the United Nations and of the specialised agen-
cies, with full and equal participation, including voting
rights.

He explained that the new body would initially meet
annually, for a period of up to two weeks, with a high-
level ministerial segment to be held for two to three days.
The sessions of the Forum might be held at venues other
than UN Headquarters in accordance with established
United Nations rules and practices. Bagher Asadi noted
that the distributed document contained wording from the
draft text approved on 22 September 2000 in informal
consultations. Due to the negotiated nature of the text of
the draft resolution, the original text as distributed by the
Council Secretariat was the valid one.

During discussions on the draft, the representative of
France said that he—and the European Union in general —
were not in favour of adopting a text that had not been
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tranglated into all official languages. Thetext did not cor-
respond exactly to the one negotiated during the Septem-
ber informal consultations. He would like to be able to
ensure all negotiators that the exact text as originally ne-
gotiated would be used.

They were being asked to take a decision on a text
which wasavailablein only one official language, he con-
tinued. On that point of principle, “if a decision were not
taken today, it would lead to new delaysin the start-up of
the Forum’swork.” In that regard, he would be willing to
make an exception, but would like to note his dissatisfac-
tion with that procedure. It should in no way constitute a
precedent.

Courtesy: Radev/Griinstift

The representative of Costa Rica said that it was im-
portant for her delegation to have the text in Spanish.
However, because of the importance of the issue of for-
ests, she would, exceptionally, not have a problem adopt-
ing the text, even though it was not in Spanish.

The representative of Nigeria, speaking on behalf of
the Group of 77 developing countriesand China, said that
he would be in favour of adopting the draft and awaiting
thetextsto beissued. If there were any variance, hewould
reguest an amendment. Hetoo, realised the importance of
the issue, and would support the text’s adoption.

The Council President said that, with the support of
the del egations, the draft would be reissued for technical
reasons. It would reflect the document agreed upon by
the Council. Following this statement, the Council adopted
thetext on the establishment of the United Nations Forum
on Forests.

The representative of France spoke on behalf of the
European Union and associated States in explanation of
the position. He said that while the Forum would play an
important role in the sustainable development of forests,
the creation of asubsidiary body with universal member-
ship set a regrettable precedent, and for that reason the
European Union had only reluctantly agreed to the adop-
tion. He hoped the decision would not create a precedent
and would remain an exception. Despite the reservations

expressed, his country hoped the work of the new body
would be productive.

The representative of Nigeria, speaking on behalf of
the G-77/China, said that the process | eading to the adop-
tion of the resolution had been difficult. The Group firmly
believed that the right decision had been taken when uni-
versality of the Forum had been approved. That would
allow all States to be represented at the Forum. The del-
egate al so endorsed the view that thelocation of the venue
of the Forum would be decided at the first organisational
meeting at the intergovernmental level. The proposals
made in the discussions should be taken into considera-
tion. The group of negotiators had been tremendous, he
said. They had al contributed to the decision. His delega-
tion was prepared to support all the efforts of the new
body.

Therepresentative of Costa Ricaagreed with the state-
ment by the representative of Nigeria and said that the
results of the negotiations had been produced by the com-
mitment of the coordinator of the discussions. Those ne-
gotiations had culminated in the creation of a new struc-
ture for consultations.

According to the text, the principal functions of the
new body will include promotion of international coop-
eration on forest-related issues, and implementation of the
Intergovernmental Panel/Intergovernmental Forum on
Forests proposals and other agreed actions, aswell asthe
mobilisation of financial, technical and scientific resources
towards that end; and monitoring and assessment of
progress at all levels. The new international arrangement
will also strengthen political commitment to the manage-
ment, conservation and sustainable development of all
types of forests through ministerial engagement, liaison
with international and regional organisations and instru-
ments, and promotion of action-oriented dialogue and
policy. Also by theterms of the resol ution, executive heads
of relevant organisations of the UN system and other rel-
evant international and regional organisations, institutions
and instruments will be invited to form a collaborative
partnership on forests to support the work of the Forum
and enhance coordination among participants.

The United Nations Forum will work on the basis of a
multi-year programme of work, drawing on the elements
reflected in the Rio Declaration on Environment and De-
velopment, the Forest Principles, Agenda21 and the I nter-
governmental Panel (IPF) and Intergovernmental Forum
on Forests (IFF) proposals. It should maintain close links
with the Commission on Sustainable Development. The
Council aso recommends that the collaborative partner-
ship onforests should build on ahigh-level informal group,
such as the Inter-Agency Task Force on Forests.

The text contains a request to the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral to establish acompact secretariat to assist the Forum
to carry out its functions related to the international ar-
rangements on forests. The Council recommends that the
General Assembly decide on the funding for the United
Nations Forum and its secretariat in accordance with the
established budget procedure.

Funding for the new body and its secretariat is to be
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provided from the regular budget of the United Nations,
within existing resources, resources of organisations par-
ticipating in the partnership and extrabudgetary resources
provided by interested donors. It will also call on inter-
ested donor governments, financial institutions and other
organisations to make voluntary financial contributions
to a trust fund to be established for the United Nations
Forum. The programme budget implications of the draft
resolution are contained in document E/2000/L.33.

The UN Secretary-General has stated that he consid-
ersthe current staff resources of the secretariat will even-
tually need to be strengthened. It is assumed that the com-
pact secretariat would continue to be strengthened through
secondmentsfrom international and regional organisations
and voluntary contributions.

TheForumisthefirst new subsidiary body of ECOSOC
established since the Commission on Sustainable Devel-
opment was created in 1992. An informal meeting on the
Forum will be held from 27 November to 3 December
2000. The Forum will then hold its first organisational

session from 12-16 February 2001, and its first substan-
tive session from 25 Juneto 6 July 2001. It will meet an-
nually thereafter. Costa Ricahasindicated itswillingness
to host the secretariat, and a decision on its location will
be taken at the first organisational meeting.

The Forum will adopt amulti-year programme of work
and develop aplan of action during its organisational ses-
sion. It has been tasked with promoting international co-
operation on forest-related issues, implementing earlier
proposals from the | PF/IFF, mobilising necessary finan-
cial, technical and scientific resources, and monitoring and
assessing progress. Within five years the Forum will also
consider the prospects for developing alegal framework
on all typesof forests, including financial provisions. The
Forum will consider recommendations made by expert
groups on the establishment of mechanisms on finance,
technology transfer and trade. It will promote action-ori-
ented dialogue and policy in order to strengthen the man-
agement, conservation and sustainable devel opment of
forests. (MJ)



