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It is one of three Protocols to the Convention – the
other two deal with cooperation to combat oil spills,
adopted in 1983, and land-based marine pollution, adopted

in October 1999. The Convention and its Protocols con-
stitute a legal commitment by the countries of the region
to protect, develop and manage their common coastal and

marine resources individually and
jointly.

The Agreement takes a broader
ecosystem approach to conservation,
and stresses the importance of protect-
ing habitats as an effective means of
protecting endangered species. The
area covered includes the Gulf of
Mexico, the Caribbean Sea and the ad-
jacent areas of the Atlantic Ocean. Pro-
tection is focused on fragile and vul-
nerable ecosystems as a whole, rather
than on individually threatened species.

As of June 2000, Colombia, Cuba,
the Dominican Republic, the Nether-
lands, Saint Vincent and the Grena-
dines, Panama, Venezuela, Trinidad
and Tobago, and Saint Lucia are Par-
ties to the Agreement. Other countries
have signed the Treaty (France, Gua-
temala, Jamaica, Mexico, the United
Kingdom and the United States) but
have not yet ratified.  (MJ)

Sustainable Use of Oceans
The US President has signed legislation to establish a

high-level commission to recommend policies to promote
“the protection and sustainable use of America’s oceans
and coastal resources.”

The Law will take effect on 20 January 2001, and calls
for the establishment of a Commission on Ocean Policy
with 16 members, including representatives of state and
local governments, universities, ocean-related industries,
and the conservation and scientific communities. The
President will appoint members, with 12 members drawn
from nominees submitted by Congress.

The Commission will examine federal ocean policy
and environmental and economic trends affecting oceans
and coasts. It is also to submit recommendations to Con-
gress and the President within 18 months of its appoint-
ment.

A White House spokesman stated that the Commis-
sion is to recommend ways: to promote responsible stew-
ardship of fisheries and other marine resources; to protect
the marine environment; to enhance marine-related com-
merce and transportation; to expand human knowledge
of the marine environment; to protect life and property; to
preserve America’s international leadership on ocean is-
sues; and increase cooperation among federal, state, and
local governments and with the private sector.

Under the new law, the Commission will be required
to hold public hearings throughout the country, release a
draft report for public review, and consult with the Gover-
nors of coastal states.

The President is to use the Commission’s report as the
basis for proposals to Congress for the responsible use and
stewardship of ocean and coastal resources.  (MJ)
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The marine fishery catch has been growing fast in South America
but the 1997-98 El Niño is expected to produce a large decrease


