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Biotrade Initiative

Renewable Energy Sources

Amazon Region

EP

Fifty-two members of national Parliaments and the
European Parliament met on 12-13 May 2000, in Madeira,
at the Second Inter-Parliamentary Meeting on Renewable
Energy Sources in the European Union to discuss the cur-
rent status of such sources in the EU.

Their deliberations resulted in a “Madeira Statement”
in which they call on EU bodies to give increased support
to renewables, through various initiatives.

Delegates welcomed the proposal for a Directive ta-
bled by the European Commission and urged its adoption
“after due consideration”, and its full implementation.

A welcome surprise was their acceptance that clear
renewable energy targets for the Member States should
be agreed after discussions with them, while leaving it up
to the countries to use the instruments they feel best suited
to achieving those targets.

In their statement, the parliamentarians urge the EU
institutions and especially the European governments as

part of the ongoing negotiations
at the Inter-Governmental Con-
ference, to address the problem
of the lack of a level base in the
current EU Treaties for a com-
mon EU energy policy, espe-
cially in light of the need to meet
the EU’climate policy commit-

ments, at the very least with a Treaty commitment to the
promotion of renewable energy sources. They also call on
the national Parliaments in cooperation with the EU insti-
tutions to hold an Inter-Parliamentary Colloquium on en-
ergy policy.

The politicians stated their concern regarding the im-
plications that the ongoing review of the Community

Guidelines on State Aid for Environmental Protection –
the Aid Code – might have for the development of schemes
to support renewables. They noted that they would care-
fully follow the review of those guidelines.

The parliamentarians pointed out the lack of a level play-
ing field in the internal electricity market because of the
absence of full integration of social and environmental costs
into electricity prices and because of what they stated were
“large and ongoing subsidies” to traditional energy sources.

The Statement urges the EU institutions and e spe-
cially the European governments as part of the ongoing
negotiations at the Inter-Governmental Conference, to
address the problem of the lack of a legal base in the cur-
rent EU Treaties of the need to meet the EU’s climate policy
commitments, at the very least with a Treaty commitment
to the promotion of renewable energy sources. It also calls
on National Parliaments in co-operation with the EU in-
stitutions to hold an Inter-Parliamentary Colloquium on
energy policy.

The parliamentarians appealed to the EU authorities
to address the energy problems of the candidate countries
in Central ad Eastern Europe and to come up with a clear
strategy on how to help these countries to address the ques-
tion of long term sustainability of energy. This should in
particular take account of the benefits in terms of envi-
ronment and employment, and be lined with the “neces-
sary reform” in the field of agriculture.

The politicians also wished to see renewables take a
much more significant place in the development policies
of the EU and Member States and thus facilitate the trans-
fer and the development of environmentally sound tech-
nologies in developing countries, notable in the field of
energy and transport.  (MJ)

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD), as part of its BIOTRADE Initiative will
assist countries in the Amazon region to seize new invest-
ment and trading opportunities arising from the increasing
interest in biodiversity-based products and services.

The Amazon Project will be implemented over a three-
year period (2000-2002) and will help boost the capacity
of the developing countries in the region to produce such

products and services for both domestic and international
markets.

Examples of pilot activities that could benefit from
the support of UNCTAD are the development of eco-tour-
ism and the use of medicinal plants for cosmetic or phar-
maceutical purposes. Financial backing amounting to $1.7
million has already been approved from the United Na-
tions Foundation (UNF).  (MJ)


