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UN/GA

Resolutions of the 54th General Assembly of the
United Nations*

– Selection –

54/28
United Nations Decade of

International Law**

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 44/23 of 17

November 1989, by which it declared the
period 1990–1999 the United Nations
Decade of International Law,

Recalling also that the main pur-
poses of the Decade, according to its reso-
lution 44/23, should be, inter alia:
(a) To promote acceptance of and re-
spect for the principles of international law,
(b) To promote means and methods for
the peaceful settlement of disputes be-
tween States, including resort to and full
respect for the International Court of Jus-
tice,
(c) To encourage the progressive devel-
opment of international law and its codifi-
cation,
(d) To encourage the teaching, study,
dissemination and wider appreciation of
international law,

Noting the conclusion of the United
Nations Decade of International Law,

Reaffirming its resolution 53/101 of
8 December 1998, entitled “Principles and
guidelines for international negotiations”,
adopted within the framework of the Dec-
ade,

Greatly encouraged by the signifi-
cant achievements in the development
and promotion of international law which
occurred during the Decade, which have
contributed to the strengthening of the rule
of international law,

Recognizing that, inter alia, the es-
tablishment of the International Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia in 1993, the In-
ternational Tribunal for Rwanda in 1994
and the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea in 1996 and the adoption of
the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court in 1998 constitute signifi-
cant events within the Decade;

Recognizing also efforts made dur-
ing the Decade by Legal Advisers of the

Ministries of Foreign Affairs worldwide to
create a common understanding of their
role through annual informal consultations
at the Headquarters of the United Nations,

Convinced that the end of the Dec-
ade affords the international community
an opportunity to reflect on those achieve-
ments and that States, international or-
ganizations and educational institutions
should continue to encourage and pro-
mote activities in the legal field aimed at
contributing to its main purposes,

Convinced also of the need to con-
tinue aiming towards the implementation
of the main purposes of the Decade,

Welcoming the significant increase
in the recourse to the International Court
of Justice by States for the settlement of
disputes,

Noting that international humanitar-
ian law has been an important topic dur-
ing the United Nations Decade of Inter-
national Law, and mindful of the contribu-
tions made in this field by the International
Committee of the Red Cross and the In-
ternational Red Cross and Red Crescent
Conferences,

Noting also that the year 1999 mark-
ed the fiftieth anniversary of the adoption
of the four Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949,

Expressing its appreciation to the
Governments of the Russian Federation
and the Kingdom of the Netherlands for
their efforts in realization of the pro-
gramme of action dedicated to the cen-
tennial of the first International Peace
Conference, which could be regarded as
a significant contribution to the United Na-
tions Decade of International Law,

Taking note with interest of the con-
sideration of the outcome of the actions
dedicated to the 1999 centennial of the
first International Peace Conference in the
General Assembly during its fifty-fourth
regular session,

Expressing its gratitude to all or-
ganizations, groups and individuals who
contributed to the discussion of the cen-
tennial themes,

Having considered the report of the
Secretary-General,1 and expressing its
appreciation therefor,

Noting the deposit by the Secretary-
General, on 21 December 1998, of an act
of formal confirmation, on behalf of the
United Nations, of the Vienna Convention
on the Law of Treaties between States and
International Organizations or between
International Organizations of 21 March
1986,

Welcoming the progress that has
been made towards eliminating the back-
log in the publication of the United Na-
tions Treaty Series by the implementation
of a plan to be completed in 2001, and
stressing the need for the elimination of
such a backlog, as well as for bringing up-
to-date and putting on the Internet the
work of the Treaty Section of the Office of
Legal Affairs of the Secretariat,

Recalling that, at the forty-fifth ses-
sion of the General Assembly, the Sixth
Committee established the Working Group
on the United Nations Decade of Interna-
tional Law,

Noting that the Working Group con-
tinued its work during the fifty-fourth ses-
sion in accordance with resolution 53/100,

Having considered the oral report of
the Chairperson of the Working Group to
the Sixth Committee,
1. Expresses its appreciation for the
work done by the Working Group on the
United Nations Decade of International
Law;
2. Acknowledges that the Decade has
contributed significantly to the strength-
ening of the rule of international law;
3. Reaffirms the continued validity of
the main objectives of the Decade, the
fulfilment of which is essential to achieve
the purposes of the United Nations;
4. Expresses its appreciation to States
and international organizations and insti-
tutions that have undertaken activities in
the implementation of the programme for
the activities for the final term (1997–1999)
of the Decade;

** Report A/54/609.

* Adopted during the first part of the 54th Session, 14 September to 23 December 1999. See also page 21. All environmentally relevant resolutions are
published in International Protection of the Environment, Oceana Publications, Inc., Dobbs Ferry, New York.

1 A/54/362 and Add.1.
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5. Requests the Secretary-General to
continue developing the Treaty Section
electronic database, with a view to pro-
viding Member States expeditiously with
a wider range of easily accessible treaty-
related information on the electronic me-
dium, and to keep the list, now available
on the Internet, of the titles of the multilat-
eral treaties deposited with him updated
in all official languages of the Organiza-
tion;
6. Urges States and international or-
ganizations, in particular depositaries, to
continue assisting the Secretariat of the
United Nations in its efforts to expedite
the registration of treaties and their publi-
cation by providing it with paper copies of
treaties, or electronic copies, including
maps, for registration and, wherever pos-
sible, translations of treaties in English or
French;
7. Requests the Secretary-General to
implement vigorously the plan to eliminate
the backlog in the publication of the United
Nations Treaty Series, and highlights, in
this context, the relevance of timely trans-
lations;
8. Expresses its appreciation to the
Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat
for the establishment during the Decade
of various Web sites and the United Na-
tions Audiovisual Library in International
Law, and takes note of its efforts to main-
tain those sites and the Library;
9. Notes the publication by the Office
of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat of the
Collection of Essays by Legal Advisers of
States, Legal Advisers of International Or-
ganizations and Practitioners in the Field
of International Law and its intention to
issue in 2000 two publications entitled In-
ternational Instruments related to the Pre-
vention and Suppression of International
Terrorism and The United Nations and the
Development of International Law during
the 1990s to highlight the work accom-
plished in this area during the Decade;
10. Invites States, organs of the United
Nations, international organizations and
other relevant international forums to con-
tinue to give attention to the themes and
outcome of the centennial of the first In-
ternational Peace Conference;
11. Congratulates the Permanent Court
of Arbitration on its 100th anniversary,
commends that organization for its role in
the international system of peaceful dis-
pute resolution, and invites States to con-
sider making full use of the facilities of the
Court to support its work;2

12. Expresses its appreciation to the
International Committee of the Red Cross
for its activities undertaken in the field of
international humanitarian law, including

with regard to the protection of the envi-
ronment in times of armed conflict;
13. Invites States and international or-
ganizations to continue promoting the ac-
ceptance of and respect for the rules and
principles of international law;
14. Welcomes the achievements during
the Decade in the codification and pro-
gressive development of international law,
and calls upon States, in order to contrib-
ute further to the rule of international law,
to consider, if they have not yet done so,
becoming parties to the multilateral trea-
ties adopted during the Decade, includ-
ing those listed in the annex to the report
of the Secretary-General;3

15. Invites States and international or-
ganizations to continue promoting the
strengthening of the use of means and
methods of peaceful settlement of dis-
putes;
16. Recalls that States have the obliga-
tion to solve their disputes by peaceful
means, including resort to the Interna-

tional Court of Justice, and that one of the
main purposes of the Decade is to pro-
mote the full respect for the Court in ac-
cordance with the relevant provisions of
the Charter;
17. Invites States to continue to pay at-
tention to the identification of areas of in-
ternational law that might be ripe for pro-
gressive development or codification, and
to promote discussion thereon in the com-
petent forums;
18. Invites States and international or-
ganizations to continue encouraging the
publication of books or other materials on
subjects of international law and the hold-
ing of symposia, conferences, seminars
or other meetings aimed at promoting a
wider appreciation of international law;
19. Invites States to continue encourag-
ing educational institutions to introduce or

increase the number of courses they run
on international law;
20. Requests the Secretary-General to
bring the present resolution to the atten-
tion of States, international organizations
and institutions working in the field of in-
ternational law;
21. Decides to continue considering de-
velopments in the progress made in the
implementation of the purposes of the Dec-
ade beyond its conclusion, in the frame-
work of the agenda item entitled “United
Nations Programme of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider
Appreciation of International Law”.        ❐

54/31
Oceans and the law of the

sea*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 49/28 of 6

December 1994, 52/26 of 26 November
1997 and 53/32 of 24 November 1998 and
other relevant resolutions adopted subse-
quent to the entry into force of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea1

(“the Convention”) on 16 November 1994,
Recalling also its resolution 2749

(XXV) of 17 December 1970, and consid-
ering that the Convention, together with
the Agreement relating to the implemen-
tation of Part XI of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10
December 19822 (“the Agreement”), pro-
vides the regime to be applied to the Area
and its resources as defined in the Con-
vention,

Emphasizing the universal character
of the Convention and its fundamental
importance for the maintenance and
strengthening of international peace and
security, as well as for the sustainable use
and development of the seas and oceans
and their resources,

Conscious that the problems of ocean
space are closely interrelated and need
to be considered as a whole,

Noting with satisfaction the increase
in the number of States parties to the
Convention and to the Agreement,

Recognizing the impact on States of
the entry into force of the Convention and
the Agreement and the increasing need,
particularly of developing States, for ad-
vice and assistance in their implementa-
tion in order to benefit thereunder,

Noting that developing countries, in
particular small island developing States,

3 Resolutions 44/23, 51/157, 52/153 and 53/
100.

* L.31 and Add.1.
1 Official Records of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, vol. XVII
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3),
document A/CONF.62/122.
2 Resolution 48/263, annex.2 A/54/381, annex, para. 9.

Courtesy: FAZ
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may need assistance in the preparation
and publication of charts under articles 16,
22, 47, 75 and 84 and annex II to the Con-
vention,

Taking note with concern of the fi-
nancial situation of the International Sea-
bed Authority and of the International Tri-
bunal for the Law of the Sea,

Conscious of the need to promote
and facilitate international cooperation at
the subregional, regional and global lev-
els, in order to ensure the orderly and
sustainable development of the uses and
resources of the seas and oceans,

Conscious also of the importance of
education and training in the field of ocean
affairs and the law of the sea,

Reaffirming the strategic importance
of the Convention as a framework for na-
tional, regional and global action in the
marine sector, as recognized also by the
United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development in chapter 17 of
Agenda 21,3

Welcoming the review by the Com-
mission on Sustainable Development on
oceans and seas and the adoption of the
recommendations made by the Commis-
sion through the Economic and Social
Council,4

Taking note of the major challenges
as well as the areas of particular concern
facing the international community, as for-
mulated in the recommendations on
oceans and seas made by the Commis-
sion on Sustainable Development through
the Economic and Social Council,5

Expressing its concern in this con-
text at the continuing threat posed to the
sea by the dumping of nuclear waste and
other toxic substances,

Recognizing the positive benefits for
the marine environment that can be
achieved through cooperative work within
the regional seas programme of the United
Nations Environment Programme,

Expressing its concern at the in-
creasing threat to shipping from piracy and
armed robbery at sea, and expressing its
appreciation and support for the ongoing
work of the International Maritime Organi-
zation in this area,

Reaffirming the importance of en-
hancing the safety of navigation as well
as the necessity for cooperation in this
regard,

Emphasizing the importance of the
protection of underwater cultural heritage,
and recalling in this context the provisions
of article 303 of the Convention,

Expressing its appreciation once
again to the Secretary-General for his
efforts in support of the Convention and
in its effective implementation, including
providing assistance in the functioning of
the institutions created by the Convention,

Noting the responsibilities of the Sec-
retary-General under the Convention and
related resolutions of the General Assem-
bly, in particular resolutions 49/28 and 52/
26, and emphasizing the importance of
the performance of such responsibilities
for the effective and consistent implemen-
tation of the Convention,

Taking note of the report of the Sec-
retary-General,6 and reaffirming the impor-
tance of the annual consideration and re-
view by the General Assembly of the over-
all developments pertaining to the imple-
mentation of the Convention, as well as
of other developments relating to the law
of the sea and ocean affairs,
1. Calls upon all States that have not
done so, in order to achieve the goal of
universal participation, to become parties
to the Convention and to the Agreement;
2. Reaffirms the unified character of the
Convention;
3. Calls upon States to harmonize as
a matter of priority their national legisla-
tion with the provisions of the Convention,
to ensure the consistent application of
those provisions and to ensure also that
any declarations or statements that they
have made or make when signing, ratify-
ing or acceding are in conformity with the
Convention and to withdraw any of their
declarations or statements that are not in
conformity;
4. Encourages States parties to the
Convention to deposit with the Secretary-
General charts and lists of geographical
coordinates, as provided for in the Con-
vention;
5. Urges the international community to
assist, as appropriate, developing coun-
tries, including small island developing
States, in the preparation and publication
of charts under articles 16, 22, 47, 75 and
84 and annex II to the Convention;
6. Requests the Secretary-General to
convene the tenth Meeting of States Par-
ties to the Convention in New York from
22–26 May 2000;
7. Notes with satisfaction the contin-
ued contribution of the International Tri-
bunal for the Law of the Sea (“the Tribu-
nal”) to the peaceful settlement of disputes
in accordance with Part XV of the Con-
vention, and underlines its important role

and authority concerning the interpreta-
tion or application of the Convention and
the Agreement;
8. Encourages States parties to the
Convention to consider making a written
declaration choosing from the means set
out in article 287 for the settlement of dis-
putes concerning the interpretation or
application of the Convention and the
Agreement, and invites States to note the
provisions of annexes V, VI, VII and VIII to
the Convention concerning, respectively,
conciliation, the Tribunal, arbitration and
special arbitration;
9. Requests the Secretary-General to
circulate lists of conciliators and arbitra-
tors drawn up and maintained in accord-
ance with annexes V and VII to the Con-
vention and to update these lists accord-
ingly;
10. Notes the current work of the Inter-
national Seabed Authority (“the Author-
ity”), and emphasizes the importance of
the commitment of its members to work
expeditiously towards the adoption during
2000 of the regulations on prospecting and
exploration for polymetallic nodules;
11. Notes with appreciation the adop-
tion of the Headquarters Agreement be-
tween the Government of Jamaica and the
Authority;7

12. Calls upon States that have not done
so to consider ratifying or acceding to the
Agreement on the Privileges and Immu-
nities of the Tribunal8 and to the Protocol
on the Privileges and Immunities of the
Authority;9

13. Appeals to all States parties to the
Convention to pay their assessed contri-
butions to the Authority and to the Tribu-
nal, respectively, in full and on time in or-
der to ensure that they are able to carry
out their functions as provided for in the
Convention, and appeals also to the
States which are former provisional mem-
bers of the Authority to pay any outstand-
ing contributions;
14. Notes the progress in the work of the
Commission on the Limits of the Conti-
nental Shelf (“the Commission”), includ-
ing the adoption of the scientific and tech-
nical guidelines and annexes thereto10

aimed at facilitating the preparation of
submissions regarding the outer limits of
the continental shelf in accordance with
article 76 and annex II to the Convention,
and the adoption of an action plan on train-
ing,11 taking into account, in particular, the
needs of developing States;
15. Welcomes the decision of the Com-
mission to convene an open meeting dur-

3 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Reso-
lutions adopted by the Conference, resolution 1,
annex II.
4 See Official Records of the Economic and
Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 9 (E/1999/
29), chap. I.C, decision 7/1.
5 Ibid., paras. 3-36. 6 A/54/429 and Corr. 1.

7 ISB/5/A/11, annex.
8 SPLOS/25.
9 ISBA/4/A/8.
10 CLCS/11 and Add.1
11 CLCS/19.
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ing its seventh session, aimed at familiar-
izing States with the necessity to imple-
ment the provisions of article 76 and an-
nex II to the Convention relating to the
establishment of the outer limits of the
continental shelf beyond 200 nautical
miles, and encourages States to attend
the meeting;
16. Approves the convening by the Sec-
retary-General of the seventh session of
the Commission in New York from 1–5 May
2000 and, if necessary, an eighth session
from 28 August to 1 September 2000;
17. Urges States to take all practicable
steps to prevent the pollution of the sea
by dumping of radioactive materials and
industrial wastes, in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the 1972 Conven-
tion on the Prevention of Marine Pollution
by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter12

and its amendments;
18. Calls upon States to become par-
ties to and to implement the 1996 Proto-
col to the Convention on the Prevention
of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes
and Other Matter;13

19. Encourages States to continue to
support the regional seas programme,
which has achieved success in a number
of geographic areas, and to work within
the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme to enhance cooperation in the
protection of the marine environment;
20. Calls upon States to cooperate fully
with the International Maritime Organiza-
tion to combat piracy and armed robbery
against ships, including by submitting re-
ports on incidents to that Organization;
21. Also calls upon States to implement
the International Maritime Organization
guidelines on preventing piracy and armed
robbery and to cooperate with the Inter-
national Maritime Organization Corre-
spondence Group, established to draw up
standard guidelines for Governments in
investigating attacks against ships and
prosecuting offenders, and with other ini-
tiatives of the organization in this area;
22. Urges all States, in particular coastal
States in affected regions, to take all nec-
essary and appropriate measures to pre-
vent and combat incidents of piracy and
armed robbery at sea, including through
regional cooperation, and to investigate
or cooperate in the investigation of such
incidents wherever they occur and bring
the alleged perpetrators to justice, in ac-
cordance with international law;
23. Urges States to become parties to
the Convention for the Suppression of Un-
lawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime
Navigation and its Protocol,14 and to en-
sure its effective implementation;

24. Expresses its appreciation to the
Secretary-General for the annual compre-
hensive report on oceans and the law of
the sea15 prepared by the Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of
the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secre-
tariat, as well as for the other activities of
the Division, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Convention and the man-
date set forth in resolutions 49/28 and 52/
26;
25. Requests the Secretary-General to
ensure that the institutional capacity of the
Organization adequately responds to the
needs of States, the newly established
institutions under the Convention and
other competent international organiza-
tions by providing timely advice, informa-
tion, including the information in his re-
port, and assistance, taking into account
the special needs of developing countries;
26. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to continue to carry out the responsi-
bilities entrusted to him in the Convention
and related resolutions of the General As-
sembly, including those mentioned in para-
graph 11 of resolution 52/26, and to en-
sure that the performance of such activi-
ties is not adversely affected by savings
as may be realized under the approved
budget for the Organization;
27. Reaffirms the importance of ensur-
ing the uniform and consistent application
of the Convention and a coordinated ap-
proach to its overall implementation, and
of strengthening technical cooperation and
financial assistance for this purpose,
stresses once again the continuing impor-
tance of the efforts of the Secretary-Gen-
eral to these ends, and reiterates its invi-
tation to the competent international or-
ganizations and other international bod-
ies to support these objectives;
28. Invites Member States and others in
a position to do so to contribute to the fur-
ther development of the Hamilton Shirley
Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship Pro-
gramme on the Law of the Sea established
by the General Assembly in its resolution
35/116 of 10 December 1980;
29. Also invites Member States to sup-
port the training activities under the
TRAIN-SEA-COAST programme of the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of
the Sea;
30. Notes the continued work of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization towards a conven-
tion for the implementation of the provi-
sions of the Convention, relating to the
protection of the underwater cultural her-
itage, and re-emphasizes the importance
of ensuring that the instrument to be

elaborated is in full conformity with the
relevant provisions of the Convention;
31. Requests the Secretary-General to
bring the present resolution to the atten-
tion of the Director-General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization;
32. Reaffirms its decision to undertake
an annual review and evaluation of the
implementation of the Convention and
other developments relating to ocean af-
fairs and the law of the sea, taking into
account General Assembly resolution 54/
33;16

33. Requests the Secretary-General to
report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-fifth session on the implementation of
the present resolution, including other
developments and issues relating to
ocean affairs and the law of the sea, in
connection with his annual comprehensive
report on oceans and the law of the sea,
and to provide the report in accordance
with the modalities set out in General As-
sembly resolution 54/33;17

34. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the item
entitled “Oceans and the law of the sea”.❐

16 Resolution to be adopted under sub-item 40
(c).
17 Ibid.

54/32
Agreement for the Implemen-
tation of the Provisions of the
United Nations Convention on

the Law of the Sea of 10
December 1982 relating to the

Conservation and Manage-
ment of Straddling Fish

Stocks and Highly Migratory
Fish Stocks*

The General Assembly,
Recalling the relevant provisions of

the United Nations Convention of the Law
of the Sea,1 including Part VII, section 2,

Recognizing that the Agreement for
the Implementation of the Provisions of
the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating
to the Conservation and Management of
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migra-
tory Fish Stocks2 (“the Agreement”) sets
forth the rights and obligations of States

12 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1046, No.
I-15749.
13 IMO/ILC.2/CIRC.380.

* L.28 and Add. 1 (as orally revised).
1 Official Records of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, vol. XVII
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 84.V.3),
document A/Conf.62/122.
2 A/CONF.104/37; see also A/50/550, annex 1.

14 IMO publication, Sales No. 462 88.12 E.
15 A/54/429 and Corr.1.
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in authorizing the use of vessels flying
their flags for fishing on the high seas,

Noting that while 24 States or enti-
ties have ratified or acceded to the Agree-
ment, the Agreement has not yet entered
into force,

Conscious of the need to promote
and facilitate international cooperation,
especially at the regional and subregional
levels, in order to ensure the sustainable
development and use of the living marine
resources of the world’s oceans and seas,
consistent with the present resolution,

Noting that the stock situation for
some species of straddling fish stocks and
highly migratory fish stocks is of great
concern due to the fact that those stocks
have not been subject to adequate regu-
latory measures,

Recognizing the importance of ac-
tions States and other entities should take
in order to share responsibly in the use of
high seas fishery resources, including
straddling fish stocks and highly migra-
tory fish stocks, as outlined in Parts III and
IV of the Agreement,

Recognizing also the duty provided
in the Agreement and reiterated as a prin-
ciple in the Code of Conduct for Respon-
sible Fisheries of the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations
for flag States to exercise effective con-
trol over fishing vessels flying their flag
and vessels flying their flag which provide
support to such vessels, and to ensure
that the activities of such vessels do not
undermine the effectiveness of conserva-
tion and management measures taken in
accordance with international law and
adopted at the national, subregional, re-
gional or global levels,

Recognizing further that a number
of regional fishing organizations and ar-
rangements with competence to establish
conservation and management measures
regarding straddling fish stocks and/or
highly migratory fish stocks are already
taking significant conservation measures
to promote the recovery and long-term
sustainable use of fish stocks worldwide,
and that in order for those efforts to suc-
ceed it is important that all States and
entities, including those which are not
members of these organizations or party
to these arrangements, comply with and
observe these conservation and manage-
ment measures,

Taking note of the obligation of States
and other entities and regional and sub-
regional fishery management organiza-
tions and arrangements to take measures
to prevent or eliminate overfishing, and
encouraging all States to participate in the
work of the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations on the sub-
ject,

Noting that some regional fisheries
organizations and arrangements, includ-
ing those mentioned in the report of the
Secretary-General,3, 4 have recently taken
measures to ensure that fishing vessels
flying the flags of non-members of those
organizations or non-parties to those ar-
rangements do not undermine the region-
ally adopted conservation and manage-
ment measures,

Recognizing that the Agreement to
Promote Compliance with International
Conservation and Management Measures
by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas builds
upon the legal framework established by
the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea, and also recognizing the im-
portance of that Agreement and noting
that it also has not yet entered into force,

Taking note with concern that strad-
dling fish stocks and highly migratory fish
stocks in some parts of the world have
been subject to heavy and little-regulated
fishing efforts, and that some stocks con-
tinue to be overfished, mainly as a results
of unauthorized fishing,

Concerned that illegal, unregulated
and unreported fishing, including that
noted in the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral,5 threatens serious depletion of popu-
lations of certain fish species, and in that
regard urging States and entities to col-
laborate in efforts to address these types
of fishing activities,

Noting the importance of the wide
application of the precautionary approach
to the conservation, management and
exploitation of straddling fish stocks and
highly migratory fish stocks, in accordance
with the Agreement,

Reaffirming the importance it at-
taches to compliance with its resolution
46/215 of 20 December 1991, in particu-
lar those provisions calling for full imple-
mentation of a global moratorium on all
large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing on the
high seas of the world’s oceans and seas,

including enclosed seas and semi-en-
closed seas,

Reaffirming also its resolution 49/
116 of 19 December 1994 on unauthor-
ized fishing in zones of national jurisdic-
tion and its impact on the living marine
resources of the worlds oceans and seas,
as well as its resolution 52/28 of 26 No-
vember 1997 and other relevant resolu-
tions,
1. Welcomes the Secretary-General’s
report6 on recent developments and the
current status of the Agreement for the
Implementation of the Provisions of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to
the Conservation and Management of
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migra-
tory Fish Stocks;7

2. Calls upon all States and other enti-
ties referred to in article 1, paragraph 2
(b), of the Agreement that have not done
so to ratify or accede to it and to consider
applying it provisionally;
3. Emphasizes the importance of the
early entry into force and effective imple-
mentation of the Agreement;
4. Reaffirms the importance it attaches
to compliance with its resolutions 46/215
of 20 December 1991, 49/116 and 49/118
of 19 December 1994 and 52/28 of 26
November 1997, and urges States and
other entities to enforce such measures
fully;
5. Calls upon all States and other enti-
ties referred to in article X, paragraph 1,
of the Agreement to Promote Compliance
with International Conservation and Man-
agement Measures by Fishing Vessels on
the High Seas that have not done so to
accept that Agreement;
6. Calls upon all States to ensure that
their vessels comply with conservation
and management measures that have
been adopted in accordance with the
Agreement by subregional and regional
fisheries management organizations and
arrangements;
7. Calls upon States not to permit ves-
sels flying their flag to engage in fishing
on the high seas without having effective
control over their activities and to take
specific measures to control fishing op-
erations by vessels flying their flag;
8. Calls upon the International Mari-
time Organization, in cooperation with the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, regional fisheries man-
agement organizations and arrange-
ments, and other relevant international or-
ganizations, and in consultation with
States and entities, to define the concept
of the genuine link between the fishing

3 A/54/461.
4 The organizations and arrangements men-
tioned in the Secretary-General’s report are: In-
ternational Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas, Indian Ocean Tuna Commission,
Commission on Biological Resources of the Cas-
pian Sea, General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean, Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Antarctic Marine Living Resources, North-
East Atlantic Fisheries Commission, South Pa-
cific Forum Fisheries Agency, Multilateral High
Level Conference on the Conservation and Man-
agement of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the
Western and Central Pacific, Western Central
Atlantic Fishery Commission, Northwest Atlan-
tic Fisheries Organization, Asia-Pacific Fishery
Commission, Fishery Committee for Eastern
Central Atlantic and South East Atlantic Fisher-
ies Organization.
5 A/54/429, paras. 249-257 and 300-304.

6 A/54/461.
7 A/CONF.104/37; see also A/50/550, annex 1.
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vessel and the State in order to assist in
the implementation of the Agreement;
9. Urges all States to participate in the
efforts of the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations to develop
an international plan of action to address
illegal, unregulated and unreported fish-
ing, in particular the Meeting of Experts
and Technical Consultation in the Food
and Agriculture Organization scheduled
for 2000, and in all efforts to coordinate
all the work of the Food and Agriculture
Organization with other international or-
ganizations, including the International
Maritime Organization;
10. Encourages all States and entities
concerned to work with flag States and
the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations in developing and im-
plementing measures to combat or curb
illegal, unregulated and unreported fish-
ing;
11. Calls upon States to provide assist-
ance to developing States as outlined in
the Agreement, and notes the importance
of participation by representatives of de-
veloping States in forums in which fisher-
ies issues are discussed;
12. Encourages States and other enti-
ties to integrate in an appropriate manner
the requirements of the protection of the
environment, notably those resulting from

multilateral environmental agreements, in
the management of straddling fish stocks
and highly migratory fish stocks;
13. Requests the Secretary-General to
bring the present resolution to the atten-
tion of all members of the international
community, relevant inter-governmental
organizations, the organizations and bod-
ies of the United Nations system, regional
and subregional fisheries management
organizations or arrangements and rel-
evant non-governmental organizations,
and invites them to provide the Secretary-
General with information relevant to the
implementation of the present resolution;
14. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to submit to the General Assembly at
its fifty-sixth session a report on further

developments relating to the implemen-
tation of the present resolution;
15. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-sixth session, under an
item entitled “Oceans and the law of the
sea”, the sub-item entitled “Agreement for
the Implementation of the Provisions of
the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating
to the Conservation and Management of
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migra-
tory Fish Stocks”. ❐

54/33
Results of the review by the
Commission on Sustainable
Development of the sectoral

theme of  “oceans and seas”:
international coordination and

cooperation*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 49/28 of 6

December 1994 on the Law of the Sea
and 53/32 of 24 November 1998 on
Oceans and the Law of the Sea,

Mindful of the importance of the
oceans and seas for the earth’s ecosys-
tem and for providing the vital resources
for food security and for sustaining eco-
nomic prosperity, and the well-being of
present and future generations,

Convinced that all aspects of oceans
and seas are closely interrelated and need
to be considered as a whole,

Recalling that the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea1 (“the
Convention”) sets out the legal framework
within which all activities in the oceans and
seas must be carried out, and with which
these activities should be consistent, as
recognized also by the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Devel-
opment in chapter 17 of Agenda 21,2

Recognizing the importance of main-
taining the integrity of the Convention,

Convinced of the importance of the
annual consideration and review of ocean
affairs and the law of the sea by the Gen-
eral Assembly, as the global institution
having the competence to undertake such
a review,

Convinced also of the need, build-
ing on existing arrangements, for an inte-

grated approach to all legal, economic,
social, environmental and other relevant
aspects of oceans and seas and the need
to improve coordination and cooperation
at both inter-governmental and inter-
agency levels,

Bearing in mind the necessity of
strengthening existing structures and man-
dates within the United Nations system
and the need to avoid duplication or over-
lapping of debates that take place in other
forums,

Recognizing the important role that
international organizations have in rela-
tion to ocean affairs and in promoting sus-
tainable development of the oceans and
seas and their resources,

Recognizing also the significant con-
tribution that major groups, as identified
in Agenda 21, can make to this goal,

Welcoming the review of the sectoral
theme of “oceans and seas” by the Com-
mission on Sustainable Development, in
particular those aspects related to inter-
national coordination and cooperation,
1. Endorses the recommendations made
by the Commission on Sustainable Devel-
opment through the Economic and Social
Council under the sectoral theme of
“oceans and seas” regarding international
coordination and cooperation;3

2. Decides, consistent with the legal
framework provided by the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea and
the goals of chapter 17 of Agenda 21, to
establish an open-ended informal con-
sultative process in order to facilitate the
annual review by the General Assembly,
in an effective and constructive manner,
of developments in ocean affairs by con-
sidering the Secretary-General’s report on
oceans and the law of the sea and by sug-
gesting particular issues to be considered
by it, with an emphasis on identifying ar-
eas where coordination and cooperation
at inter-governmental and inter-agency
levels should be enhanced;
3. Also decides that the meetings
within the framework of the consultative
process will be organized as follows:
(a) The meetings will be open to all States
Members of the United Nations, States
members of the specialized agencies, all
parties to the Convention, entities that
have received a standing invitation to par-
ticipate as observers in the work of the
General Assembly pursuant to its relevant
resolutions,4 and intergovernmental or-* L.32 and Add.1.

1 Official Records of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, vol. XVII
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3),
document A/CONF.62/122.
2 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by
the Conference (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution
1, annex II.

3 See Official Records of the Economic and So-
cial Council, 1999, Supplement No. 9 (E/1999/
29), chap. I, sect. C, decision 7/1, paras. 37-45.
4 Resolutions 253 (III), 477 (V), 2011 (XX), 3208
(XXIX), 3269 (XXX), 31/3, 33/18, 35/2, 35/3, 36/
4, 42/10, 43/6, 45/6, 46/8, 47/4, 48/2, 48/3, 48/4,
48/5, 48/237, 48/265, 49/1, 49/2, 50/2, 51/1, 51/
6, 51/404, 52/6, 53/5, 53/6, 54/5 and 54/10.

Courtesy: Ministry of the Environment (S)
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ganizations with competence in ocean
affairs;
(b) The meetings will take place for one
week each year and in 2000 will be held
from 30 May to 2 June;
(c) The meetings will deliberate on the
Secretary-General’s report on oceans and
the law of the sea, with due account given
to any particular resolution or decision of
the General Assembly, any relevant spe-
cial reports of the Secretary-General and
any relevant recommendations of the
Commission on Sustainable Develop-
ment;
(d) The meetings should, in identifying
areas where coordination and cooperation
are to be enhanced, bear in mind the dif-
fering characteristics and needs of the dif-
ferent regions of the world, and should not
pursue legal or juridical coordination
among the different legal instruments;
(e) The meetings will be coordinated by
two co-chairpersons, who will be ap-
pointed by the President of the General
Assembly, in consultation with Member
States and taking into account the need
for representation from developed and de-
veloping countries;
(f) The co-chairpersons will elaborate,
in consultation with delegations, a format
for the discussions that best facilitates the
work of the consultative process, in ac-
cordance with the rules of procedure and
practices of the General Assembly;
(g) In accordance with the rules of pro-
cedure and practices of the General As-
sembly, the format of this informal con-
sultative process should ensure the op-
portunity to receive input from representa-
tives of the major groups as identified in
Agenda 21, in particular through the or-
ganization of discussion panels;
(h) The meetings may propose elements
for the consideration of the General As-
sembly, including, as appropriate, in rela-
tion to Assembly resolutions under the
agenda item entitled “Oceans and the Law
of the Sea”;
4. Further decides to review the effec-
tiveness and utility of the consultative
process at its fifty-seventh session;
5. Highlights the importance of the par-
ticipation of developing countries, includ-
ing least developed countries and small
island developing States, in the consulta-
tive process, and encourages States and
international organizations to support ef-
forts in this regard;
6. Requests the Secretary-General to
provide the consultative process with the
necessary facilities for the performance
of its work and to arrange for support to
be provided by the Division for Ocean Af-
fairs and the Law of the Sea, in coopera-
tion with other relevant parts of the Sec-

retariat, including the Division for Sustain-
able Development of the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, as appro-
priate;
7. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral, working in cooperation with the heads
of relevant organizations of the United Na-
tions, to include in his annual comprehen-
sive report to the General Assembly on
oceans and the law of the sea, sugges-
tions on initiatives that could be under-
taken to improve coordination and coop-
eration and achieve better integration on
ocean affairs, and further requests the
Secretary-General to make the report
available at least six weeks in advance of
the meeting of the consultative process;
8. Further requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral, working through appropriate United
Nations bodies and in cooperation with the
heads of relevant organizations, funds or
programmes of the United Nations, to
undertake measures aimed at:
(a) Ensuring more effective collaboration
and coordination between relevant parts
of the United Nations Secretariat and the
United Nations system as a whole on
ocean affairs and the law of the sea;
(b) Improving the effectiveness, trans-
parency and responsiveness of the Sub-
committee on Oceans and Coastal Areas
of the Administrative Committee on Co-
ordination and to include information on
progress in this regard in his next report
on oceans and the law of the sea;
9. Notes the importance of coordination
and cooperation at the national level in
order to promote an integrated approach
on ocean affairs, so as, inter alia, to facili-
tate the effective participation of States in
the consultative process and other inter-
national forums;
10. Requests the Secretary-General to
bring the present resolution to the atten-
tion of heads of inter-governmental organi-
zations, specialized agencies and funds
and programmes of the United Nations en-
gaged in activities relating to ocean af-
fairs and the law of the sea, and the Sub-
committee on Oceans and Coastal Areas
of the Administrative Committee on Co-
ordination, and underlines the importance
of their participation in the consultative
process and of their input to the report of
the Secretary-General on oceans and the
law of the sea;
11. Invites Member States, as part of
their participation in relevant competent
bodies of inter-governmental organiza-
tions engaged in activities relating to
ocean affairs and the law of the sea, to
encourage their participation in the con-
sultative process and their contribution to
the report of the Secretary-General on
oceans and the law of the sea. ❐

54/45
Question of Antarctica*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 51/56 of 10

December 1996, in which it requested the
Secretary-General to submit a report con-
sisting of the information provided by the
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties on
their consultative meetings and on their
activities in Antarctica, and on develop-
ments in relation to Antarctica,

Taking into account the debates on
the question of Antarctica held since its
thirty-eighth session,

Conscious of the particular signifi-
cance of Antarctica to the international
community, including for international
peace and security, the global and regional
environment, its effects on global and re-
gional climate conditions, and scientific re-
search,

Reaffirming that the management
and use of Antarctica should be conducted
in accordance with the purposes and prin-
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations
and in the interest of maintaining interna-
tional peace and security and of promot-
ing international cooperation for the ben-
efit of mankind as a whole,

Recognizing that the Antarctic Treaty,1

which provides, inter alia, for the demilita-
rization of the continent, the prohibition of
nuclear explosions and the disposal of
nuclear wastes, the freedom of scientific
research and the free exchange of scien-
tific information, is in furtherance of the
purposes and principles of the Charter,

Welcoming the entry into force of the
Madrid Protocol on Environmental Protec-
tion to the Antarctic Treaty on 14 January
1998, under which Antarctica has been
designated as a natural reserve, devoted
to peace and science, and the provisions
contained in the Protocol regarding the
protection of the Antarctic environment
and dependent and associated ecosys-
tems, including the need for environmen-
tal impact assessment in the planning and
conduct of all relevant activities in Antarc-
tica,

Welcoming the continuing coopera-
tion among countries undertaking scien-
tific research activities in Antarctica, which
may help to minimize human impact on
the Antarctic environment,

Welcoming also the increasing
awareness of an interest in Antarctica
shown by the international community, and
convinced of the advantages to the whole

* Report A/54/553.
1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 402, No.
5778.
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of mankind of a better knowledge of Ant-
arctica,

Reaffirming its conviction that, in
the interest of all mankind, Antarctica
should continue for ever to be used ex-
clusively for peaceful purposes and that it
should not become the scene or object of
international discord,
1. Takes note of the report of the Sec-
retary-General on the question of Antarc-
tica2 and the role accorded by the Secre-
tary-General to the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme in preparing his re-
port and also of the Twenty-first, Twenty-
second and Twenty-third Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Meetings, which were held
at Christchurch, New Zealand, from 19–
30 May 1997, at Tromso, Norway, from 25
May to 5 June 1998, and at Lima, from 24
May to 4 June 1999, respectively;
2. Recalls the statement under chap-
ter 17 of Agenda 21,3 adopted by the
United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development, that States car-
rying out research activities in Antarctica
should, as provided for in article III of the
Antarctic Treaty, continue:
(a) To ensure that data and information
resulting from such research are freely
available to the international community;
(b) To enhance the access of the inter-
national scientific community and the spe-
cialized agencies of the United Nations
system to such data and information, in-
cluding the encouragement of periodic
seminars and symposia;
3. Welcomes the invitations to the Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Nations En-
vironment Programme to attend Antarctic
Treaty Consultative Meetings in order to
assist such meetings in their substantive
work, and urges the parties to continue to
do so for future consultative meetings;
4. Welcomes also the practice where-
by the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Par-
ties regularly provide the Secretary-Gen-
eral with information on their consultative
meetings and on their activities in Antarc-
tica, and encourages the Parties to con-
tinue to provide the Secretary-General and
interested States with information on de-
velopments in relation to Antarctica, and
requests the Secretary-General to submit
a report which shall consist of that infor-
mation to the General Assembly at its fifty-
seventh session;
5. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-seventh session the item
entitled “Question of Antarctica”. ❐

54/53
Prevention of an arms race in

outer space*

The General Assembly,
Recognizing the common interest of

all mankind in the exploration and use of
outer space for peaceful purposes,

Reaffirming the will of all States that
the exploration and use of outer space,
including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, shall be for peaceful purposes and
shall be carried out for the benefit and in
the interest of all countries, irrespective
of their degree of economic or scientific
development,

Reaffirming also the provisions of
articles III and IV of the Treaty on Princi-
ples Governing the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies,1

Recalling the obligation of all States
to observe the provisions of the Charter
of the United Nations regarding the use
or threat of use of force in their interna-
tional relations, including in their space
activities,

Reaffirming paragraph 80 of the Fi-
nal Document of the Tenth Special Ses-
sion of the General Assembly,2 in which it
is stated that in order to prevent an arms
race in outer space further measures
should be taken and appropriate interna-
tional negotiations held in accordance with
the spirit of the Treaty,

Recalling its previous resolutions on
this issue, and taking note of the propos-
als submitted to the General Assembly at
its tenth special session and at its regular
sessions, and of the recommendations
made to the competent organs of the
United Nations and to the Conference on
Disarmament,

Recognizing that prevention of an
arms race in outer space would avert a
grave danger for international peace and
security,

Emphasizing the paramount impor-
tance of strict compliance with existing
arms limitation and disarmament agree-
ments relevant to outer space, including
bilateral agreements, and with the exist-
ing legal regime concerning the use of
outer space,

Considering that wide participation
in the legal regime applicable to outer
space could contribute to enhancing its
effectiveness,

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer

Space, taking into account its previous
efforts since its establishment in 1985 and
seeking to enhance its functioning in quali-
tative terms, continued the examination
and identification of various issues, exist-
ing agreements and existing proposals, as
well as future initiatives relevant to the
prevention of an arms race in outer space3,
and that this contributed to a better un-
derstanding of a number of problems and
to a clearer perception of the various po-
sitions,

Noting also that there were no ob-
jections in principle in the Conference on
Disarmament to the re-establishment of
the Ad Hoc Committee, subject to re-ex-
amination of the mandate contained in the
decision of the Conference on Disarma-
ment of 13 February 1992,4

Emphasizing the mutually comple-
mentary nature of bilateral and multilat-
eral efforts in the field of preventing an
arms race in outer space, and hoping that
concrete results will emerge from those
efforts as soon as possible,

Convinced that further measures
should be examined in the search for ef-
fective and verifiable bilateral and multi-
lateral agreements in order to prevent an
arms race in outer space, including the
weaponization of outer space,

Stressing that the growing use of
outer space increases the need for greater
transparency and better information on the
part of the international community,

Recalling in this context its previous
resolutions, in particular resolutions 45/
55 B of 4 December 1990, 47/51 of 9
December 1992 and 48/74 A of 16 De-
cember 1993, in which, inter alia, it reaf-
firmed the importance of confidence-build-
ing measures as means conducive to en-
suring the attainment of the objective of
the prevention of an arms race in outer
space,

Conscious of the benefits of confi-
dence- and security-building measures in
the military field,

Recognizing that negotiations for the
conclusion of an international agreement
or agreements to prevent an arms race in
outer space remain a priority task of the
Ad Hoc Committee and that the concrete
proposals on confidence-building meas-
ures could form an integral part of such
agreements,
1. Reaffirms the importance and ur-
gency of preventing an arms race in outer
space, and the readiness of all States to
contribute to that common objective, in
conformity with the provisions of the Treaty2 A/54/3390.

3 See Report of the United Nations Confer-
ence on Environment and Development, Rio de
Janeiro, 3–14 June 1992 (United Nations publi-
cation, Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigenda), vol.
1: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference, reso-
lution I, annex II, chap. 17. 105.

* Report:  A/54/562.
1 Resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.
2 Resolution S-10/2.

3 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Forty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 27 (A/49/
27), sect. III.D (para. 5 of the quoted text).
4 CD/1125.
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on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies;
2. Reaffirms its recognition, as stated
in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer
Space, that the legal regime applicable to
outer space by itself does not guarantee
the prevention of an arms race in outer
space, that this legal regime plays a sig-
nificant role in the prevention of an arms
race in that environment, that there is a
need to consolidate and reinforce that re-
gime and enhance its effectiveness, and
that it is important to comply strictly with
existing agreements, both bilateral and
multilateral;
3. Emphasizes the necessity of further
measures with appropriate and effective
provisions for verification to prevent an
arms race in outer space;
4. Calls upon all States, in particular
those with major space capabilities, to
contribute actively to the objective of the
peaceful use of outer space and of the
prevention of an arms race in outer space
and to refrain from actions contrary to that
objective and to the relevant existing trea-
ties in the interest of maintaining interna-
tional peace and security and promoting
international cooperation;
5. Reiterates that the Conference on
Disarmament, as the single multilateral
disarmament negotiating forum, has the
primary role in the negotiation of a multi-
lateral agreement or agreements, as ap-
propriate, on the prevention of an arms
race in outer space in all its aspects;
6. Invites the Conference on Disarma-
ment to complete the examination and
updating of the mandate contained in its
decision of 13 February 19925 and to es-
tablish an ad hoc committee as early as
possible during the 2000 session of the
Conference on Disarmament;
7. Recognizes, in this respect, the
growing convergence of views on the
elaboration of measures designed to
strengthen transparency, confidence and
security in the peaceful uses of outer
space;
8. Urges States conducting activities in
outer space, as well as States interested
in conducting such activities, to keep the
Conference on Disarmament informed of
the progress of bilateral and multilateral
negotiations on the matter, if any, so as to
facilitate its work;
9. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the item
entitled “Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space”. ❐

54/54
General and complete

disarmament
– Excerpts –

C. Prohibition of the dumping
of radioactive wastes*

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind resolutions CM/Res.

1153(XLVIII) of 19881 and CM/Res.1225
(L) of 1989,2 adopted by the Council of
Ministers of the Organization of African
Unity, concerning the dumping of nuclear
and industrial wastes in Africa,

Welcoming resolution GC(XXXIV)
Res/530 establishing a Code of Practice
on the International Transboundary Move-
ment of Radioactive Waste, adopted on
21 September 1990 by the General Con-
ference of the International Atomic Energy
Agency at its thirty-fourth regular session,3

Also welcoming resolution GC(XXXVIII)
Res/6, adopted on 23 September 1994 by
the General Conference of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency at its thirty-
eighth regular session,4 inviting the Board
of Governors and the Director General of
the Agency to commence preparations for
a convention on the safety of radioactive
waste management, and noting the
progress that has been made in that re-
gard,

Taking note of the commitment by the
participants at the Summit on Nuclear
Safety and Security, held in Moscow on
19 and 20 April 1996, to ban the dumping
at sea of radioactive wastes,5

Considering its resolution 2602 C
(XXIV) of 16 December 1969, in which it
requested the Conference of the Commit-
tee on Disarmament,6 inter alia, to con-
sider effective methods of control against
the use of radiological methods of war-
fare,

Recalling resolution CM/Res.1356
(LIV) of 1991, adopted by the Council of

Ministers of the Organization of African
Unity,7 on the Bamako Convention on the
Ban on the Import of Hazardous Wastes
into Africa and on the Control of Their
Transboundary Movements within Africa,

Aware of the potential hazards under-
lying any use of radioactive wastes that
would constitute radiological warfare and
its implications for regional and interna-
tional security, in particular for the secu-
rity of developing countries,

Recalling all its resolutions on the
matter since its forty-third session in 1988,
including its resolution 51/45 J of 10 De-
cember 1996,

Desirous of promoting the implemen-
tation of paragraph 76 of the Final Docu-
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly,8 the first special ses-
sion devoted to disarmament,
1. Takes note of the part of the report
of the Conference on Disarmament relat-
ing to a future convention on the prohibi-
tion of radiological weapons;9

2. Expresses grave concern regard-
ing any use of nuclear wastes that would
constitute radiological warfare and have
grave implications for the national secu-
rity of all States;
3. Calls upon all States to take appro-
priate measures with a view to preventing
any dumping of nuclear or radioactive
wastes that would infringe upon the sov-
ereignty of States;
4. Requests the Conference on Disar-
mament to take into account, in the nego-
tiations for a convention on the prohibi-
tion of radiological weapons, radioactive
wastes as part of the scope of such a
convention;
5. Also requests the Conference on
Disarmament to intensify efforts towards
an early conclusion of such a convention
and to include in its report to the General
Assembly at its fifty-sixth session the
progress recorded in the negotiations on
this subject;
6. Takes note of resolution CM/Res.
1356(LIV) of 1991, adopted by the Coun-
cil of Ministers of the Organization of Afri-
can Unity, on the Bamako Convention on
the Ban on the Import of Hazardous
Wastes into Africa and on the Control of
Their Transboundary Movements within
Africa;
7. Expresses the hope that the effec-
tive implementation of the International
Atomic Energy Agency Code of Practice
on the International Transboundary Move-
ment of Radioactive Waste will enhance
the protection of all States from the dump-

5 CD/1125.

* Report:  A/54/563.
1 See A/43/398, annex I.
2 See A/44/603, annex I.
3 See International Atomic Energy Agency,
Resolutions and Other Divisions of the General
Conference, Thirty-fourth Regular Session, 17-
21 September 1990 (GC(XXXIV)/RESOLU-
TIONS (1990)).
4 See International Atomic Energy  Agency,
Resolutions and Other Decisions of the General
Conference, Thirty-eighth Regular Session, 19-
23 September 1994 (GC(XXXVIII)/RESOLU-
TIONS (1994)).
5 A/5l/131, annex I, para. 20.
6 The Conference of the Committee on Dis-
armament became the Committee on Disarma-
ment as from the tenth special session of the
General Assembly.  The Committee on Disarma-
ment was redesignated the Conference on Dis-
armament as from 7 February 1984.

7 See A/46/390, annex I.
8 Resolution S-10/2.
9 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 27 (A/54/
27), chap. III, Sect. E.
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ing of radioactive wastes on their territo-
ries;
8. Welcomes the adoption at Vienna on
5 September 1997 of the Joint Conven-
tion on the Safety of Spent Fuel Manage-
ment and on the Safety of Radioactive
Waste Management, as recommended by
the participants in the Summit on Nuclear
Safety and Security held in Moscow on
19 and 20 April 1996, and the signing of
the joint convention by a number of States
beginning on 29 September 1997, and
appeals to all States to sign and subse-
quently ratify, accept or approve the Con-
vention, so that it may enter into force as
soon as possible;
9. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-sixth session the item
entitled “Prohibition of the dumping of ra-
dioactive wastes”. ❐

Q. Follow-up to the advisory
opinion of the International

Court of Justice on the Legal-
ity of the Threat or Use of

Nuclear Weapons*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 49/75 K of

15 December 1994, 51/45 M of 10 De-
cember 1996, 52/38 O of 9 December
1997 and 53/77 W of 4 December 1998,

Convinced that the continuing exist-
ence of nuclear weapons poses a threat
to all humanity and that their use would
have catastrophic consequences for all life
on Earth, and recognizing that the only
defence against a nuclear catastrophe is
the total elimination of nuclear weapons
and the certainty that they will never be
produced again,

Reaffirming the commitment of the
international community to the goal of the
total elimination of nuclear weapons and
the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free
world,

Mindful of the solemn obligations of
States parties, undertaken in article VI of
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons,1 particularly to pursue ne-
gotiations in good faith on effective meas-
ures relating to cessation of the nuclear
arms race at an early date and to nuclear
disarmament,

Recalling the principles and objec-
tives for nuclear non-proliferation and dis-
armament adopted at the 1995 Review
and Extension Conference of the Parties

to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons,2 and in particular the
objective of determined pursuit by the
nuclear-weapon States of systematic and
progressive efforts to reduce nuclear
weapons globally, with the ultimate goal
of eliminating those weapons,

Recalling also the adoption of the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
in its resolution 50/245 of 10 September
1996, and expressing its satisfaction at
the increasing number of States that have
signed and ratified the Treaty,

Recognizing with satisfaction that
the Antarctic Treaty3 and the treaties of
Tlatelolco,4 Rarotonga, 5 Bangkok6 and
Pelindaba7 are gradually freeing the en-
tire southern hemisphere and adjacent
areas covered by those treaties from nu-
clear weapons,

Noting the efforts by the States pos-
sessing the largest inventories of nuclear
weapons to reduce their stockpiles of such
weapons through bilateral agreements or
arrangements and unilateral decisions,
and calling for the intensification of such
efforts to accelerate the significant reduc-
tion of nuclear-weapon arsenals,

Recognizing the need for a multilat-
erally negotiated and legally binding in-
strument to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the threat or use of nuclear
weapons,

Reaffirming the central role of the
Conference on Disarmament as the sin-
gle multilateral disarmament negotiating
forum, and regretting the lack of progress
in disarmament negotiations, particularly
nuclear disarmament, in the Conference
on Disarmament during its 1999 session,

Emphasizing the need for the Con-
ference on Disarmament to commence
negotiations on a phased programme for
the complete elimination of nuclear weap-
ons with a specified framework of time,

Desiring to achieve the objective of
a legally binding prohibition of the devel-
opment, production, testing, deployment,
stockpiling, threat or use of nuclear weap-
ons and their destruction under effective
international control,

Recalling the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on the Le-
gality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear
Weapons, issued on 8 July 1996,8

Taking note of the relevant portions
of the note by the Secretary-General9 re-
lating to the implementation of resolution
53/77 W,
1. Underlines once again the unani-
mous conclusion of the International Court
of Justice that there exists an obligation
to pursue in good faith and bring to a con-
clusion negotiations leading to nuclear
disarmament in all its aspects under strict
and effective international control;
2. Calls once again upon all States im-
mediately to fulfil that obligation by com-
mencing multilateral negotiations in 2000
leading to an early conclusion of a nuclear
weapons convention prohibiting the devel-
opment, production, testing, deployment,
stockpiling, transfer, threat or use of nu-
clear weapons and providing for their elimi-
nation;
3. Requests all States to inform the
Secretary-General of the efforts and meas-
ures they have taken on the implementa-
tion of the present resolution and nuclear
disarmament, and requests the Secretary-
General to apprise the General Assem-
bly of that information at its fifty-fifth ses-
sion;
4. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the item
entitled “Follow-up to the advisory opin-
ion of the International Court of Justice
on the Legality of the Threat or Use of
Nuclear Weapons”. ❐

S. Observance of environmen-
tal norms in the drafting and

implementation of agreements
on disarmament and arms

control*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 50/70 M of

12 December 1995, 51/45 E of 10 Decem-
ber 1996, 52/38 E of 9 December 1997
and 53/77 J of 4 December 1998,

Emphasizing the importance of the
observance of environmental norms in the
preparation and implementation of disar-
mament and arms limitation agreements,

Recognizing that it is necessary to
take duly into account the agreements
adopted at the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development, as well
as prior relevant agreements, in the draft-
ing and implementation of agreements on
disarmament and arms limitation,

Mindful of the detrimental environ-
mental effects of the use of nuclear weap-
ons,
1. Reaffirms that international disarma-
ment forums should take fully into account

* Report:  A/54/563.
1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No.
10485.
2 1995 Review and Extension Conference of
the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons, Final Document, Part I
(NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part I)), annex, decision 2.

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 402, No.
5778.
4 Ibid., vol. 634, No. 9068.
5 See The United Nations Disarmament Year-
book, vol. 10:  1985 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.86.IX.7), VII.
6 Treaty on the South-East Asia Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone.
7 A/50/426, annex.
8 A/51/218, annex.
9 A/54/161 and Add.1. * Report:  A/54/563.
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the relevant environmental norms in ne-
gotiating treaties and agreements on dis-
armament and arms limitation and that all
States, through their actions, should fully
contribute to ensuring compliance with the
aforementioned norms in the implemen-
tation of treaties and conventions to which
they are parties;
2. Calls upon States to adopt unilat-
eral, bilateral, regional and multilateral
measures so as to contribute to ensuring
the application of scientific and techno-
logical progress in the framework of inter-
national security, disarmament and other
related spheres, without detriment to the
environment or to its effective contribution
to attaining sustainable development;
3. Welcomes the information provided
by Member States on the implementation
of the measures they have adopted to pro-
mote the objectives envisaged in the
present resolution;1

4. Invites all Member States to commu-
nicate to the Secretary-General informa-
tion on the measures they have adopted
to promote the objectives envisaged in the
present resolution, and requests the Sec-
retary-General to submit a report contain-
ing this information to the General Assem-
bly at its fifty-fifth session;
5. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the item
entitled “Observance of environmental
norms in the drafting and implementation
of agreements on disarmament and arms
control”. ❐

1 A/54/163 and Add.1.

T. Relationship between
disarmament and develop-

ment*

The General Assembly,
Recalling the provisions of the Final

Document of the Tenth Special Session
of the General Assembly1 concerning the
relationship between disarmament and
development,

Recalling also the adoption on 11
September 1987 of the Final Document
of the International Conference on the
Relationship between Disarmament and
Development,2

Recalling further its resolutions 49/
75 J of 15 December 1994, 50/70 G of 12
December 1995, 51/45 D of 10 Decem-
ber 1996, 52/38 D of 9 December 1997
and 53/77 K of 4 December 1998,

Bearing in mind the Final Document
of the Twelfth Conference of Heads of
State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at Durban, South Africa,
from 29 August to 3 September 1998;3

Taking note of the deliberations dur-
ing the symposium on disarmament and
development held at Headquarters on 20
July 1999,4

Stressing the growing importance of
the symbiotic relationship between disar-
mament and development in current in-
ternational relations,
1. Acknowledges the report of the Sec-
retary-General,5 and welcomes the estab-
lishment, as a first step by the Secretary-
General, of the Steering Group on Disar-
mament and Development with the pur-
pose of determining the short, medium
and long-term priorities, according to the
mandate set out in the action programme
adopted at the International Conference
on the Relationship between Disarma-
ment and Development;6

2. Urges the international community to
devote part of the resources made avail-
able by the implementation of disarma-
ment and arms limitation agreements to
economic and social development, with a
view to reducing the ever widening gap
between developed and developing coun-
tries;
3. Invites all Member States to commu-
nicate to the Secretary-General, by 15
April 2000, their views and proposals for
the implementation of the action pro-
gramme adopted at the International Con-
ference on the Relationship between Dis-
armament and Development, as well as
any other views and proposals with a view
to achieving the goals of the action pro-
gramme, within the framework of current
international relations;
4. Requests the Secretary-General to
continue to take action, through appropri-
ate organs and within available resources,
for the implementation of the action pro-
gramme adopted at the International Con-
ference;
5. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to submit a report to the General As-
sembly at its fifty-fifth session;
6. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the item
entitled “Relationship between disarma-
ment and development”. ❐

54/65
Cooperation between the

United Nations and the Pre-
paratory Commission for the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-

Ban Treaty Organization*

The General Assembly,
Noting that on 10 September 1996,

the General Assembly, by its resolution
50/245, adopted the Comprehensive Nu-
clear-Test-Ban Treaty,

Noting that the Comprehensive Nu-
clear-Test-Ban Treaty was opened for sig-
nature at United Nations Headquarters in
New York on 24 September 1996,

Noting also that on 19 November
1996, the Meeting of States Signatories
to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty established the Preparatory Com-
mission to the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organization (Preparatory
Commission), which has the status of an
international organization, for the purpose
of carrying out the necessary preparations
for the effective implementation of the
Treaty,

Reaffirming the decision on an agree-
ment to regulate the relationship between
the Preparatory Commission and the
United Nations, adopted by the Prepara-
tory Commission on 22 April 1999,
1. Invites the Secretary-General to take
the appropriate steps to conclude with the
Executive Secretary of the Preparatory
Commission an agreement to regulate the
relationship between the United Nations
and the Preparatory Commission, to be
submitted to the General Assembly for its
approval. ❐

* L.48.

54/66
Effects of atomic radiation*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 913 (X) of 3

December 1955, by which it established
the United Nations Scientific Committee
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, and
its subsequent resolutions on the subject,
including resolution 53/44 of 3 December
1998, in which, inter alia, it requested the
Scientific Committee to continue its work,

Taking note with appreciation of the
report of the United Nations Scientific
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Ra-
diation,1

* Report:  A/54/563.
1 Resolution S-10/2.
2 United Nations publication, Sales No.E.
87.IX.8.

3 A/53/667-S/1999/1071, annex I; see Official
Records of the Security Council, Fifty-third Year,
Supplement for October, November and Decem-
ber 1998, document S/1998/1071.
4 See A/54/254, paras. 11 and 12.
5 A/54/254.
6 United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.87.IX.8, para. 35 (ix).

* Report: A/54/573.
1 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 46 (A/54/
46).
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Reaffirming the desirability of the
Scientific Committee continuing its work,

Concerned about the potentially harm-
ful effects on present and future genera-
tions resulting from the levels of radiation
to which mankind and the environment are
exposed,

Noting the views expressed by Mem-
ber States at its fifty-fourth session with
regard to the work of the Scientific Com-
mittee,

Conscious of the continuing need to
examine and compile information about
atomic and ionizing radiation and to
analyze its effects on mankind and the
environment,
1. Commends the United Nations Sci-
entific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation for the valuable contribution it
has been making in the course of the past
44 years, since its inception, to wider
knowledge and understanding of the lev-
els, effects and risks of atomic radiation,
and for fulfilling its original mandate with
scientific authority and independence of
judgement;
2. Reaffirms the decision to maintain
the present functions and independent
role of the Scientific Committee, includ-
ing the present reporting arrangements;
3. Requests the Scientific Committee
to continue its work, including its impor-
tant activities to increase knowledge of the
levels, effects and risks of ionizing radia-
tion from all sources;
4. Endorses the intentions and plans
of the Scientific Committee for its future
activities of scientific review and assess-
ment on behalf of the General Assembly,
including publication of its next compre-
hensive report in 2000;
5. Requests the Scientific Committee
to continue at its next session the review
of the important problems in the field of
radiation and to report thereon to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its fifty-fifth session;
6. Requests the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme to continue provid-
ing support for the effective conduct of the
work of the Scientific Committee and for
the dissemination of its findings to the
General Assembly, the scientific commu-
nity and the public;
7. Expresses its appreciation for the
assistance rendered to the Scientific Com-
mittee by Member States, the specialized
agencies, the International Atomic Energy
Agency and non-governmental organiza-
tions, and invites them to increase their
cooperation in this field;
8. Welcomes, in this context, the readi-
ness of Member States to provide the
Scientific Committee with relevant infor-
mation on the effects of atomic radiation
in affected areas, and invites the Scien-
tific Committee to analyse and give due

consideration to such information, particu-
larly in the light of its own findings;
9. Invites Member States, the organi-
zations of the United Nations system and
non-governmental organizations con-
cerned to provide further relevant data
about doses, effects and risks from vari-
ous sources of radiation, which would
greatly help in the preparation of future
reports of the Scientific Committee to the
General Assembly. ❐

54/67
International cooperation in
the peaceful uses of outer

space*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 51/122 of 13

December 1996 and 53/45 of 3 Decem-
ber 1998,

Deeply convinced of the common
interest of mankind in promoting the ex-
ploration and use of outer space for peace-
ful purposes and in continuing efforts to
extend to all States the benefits derived
therefrom, and also of the importance of
international cooperation in this field, for
which the United Nations should continue
to provide a focal point,

Reaffirming the importance of inter-
national cooperation in developing the rule
of law, including the relevant norms of
space law and their important role in in-
ternational cooperation for the exploration
and use of outer space for peaceful pur-
poses, and of the widest possible adher-
ence to international treaties that promote
the peaceful uses of outer space,

Concerned about the possibility of an
arms race in outer space,

Recognizing that all States, in par-
ticular those with major space capabilities,
should contribute actively to the goal of
preventing an arms race in outer space
as an essential condition for the promo-
tion of international cooperation in the
exploration and use of outer space for
peaceful purposes,

Considering that space debris is an
issue of concern to all nations,

Noting the progress achieved in the
further development of peaceful space
exploration and applications as well as in
various national and cooperative space
projects, which contributes to international
cooperation, and the importance of fur-
ther international cooperation in this field,

Taking note with satisfaction of the
successful conclusion of the Third United
Nations Conference on the Exploration
and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(UNISPACE III), held at Vienna from 19–

30 July 1999 as a special session of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space open to all States Members of the
United Nations,1

Taking into account the recommen-
dations contained in the resolution enti-
tled “The Space Millennium: Vienna Dec-
laration on Space and Human Develop-
ment”, adopted by UNISPACE III,2

Having considered the report of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space on the work of its forty-second ses-
sion,3

1. Endorses the report of the Commit-
tee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
on the work of its forty-second session;4

2. Invites States that have not yet be-
come parties to the international treaties
governing the uses of outer space5 to give
consideration to ratifying or acceding to
those treaties;
3. Notes that, at its thirty-eighth ses-
sion, the Legal Subcommittee of the Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, in its working groups, continued
its work as mandated by the General As-
sembly in its resolution 53/45;6

4. Welcomes the new approach taken
by the Committee in composing the
agenda of the Legal Subcommittee,7 and
endorses the recommendation of the
Committee that the Subcommittee, at its
thirty-ninth session, taking into account
the concerns of all countries, in particular
those of developing countries:
(a) Consider the following as regular
agenda items:
(i) General exchange of views;
(ii) Status of the international treaties
governing the uses of outer space;
(iii) Information on the activities of inter-
national organizations relating to space
law;
(iv) Matters relating to the definition and
delimitation of outer space and to the char-

* Report A/54/574.

1 See A/CONF.184/6.
2 Ibid., chap. I, resolution 1.
3 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/54/
20).
4 Ibid.
5 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activi-
ties of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies (resolution 2222 (XXI), annex); Agree-
ment on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of
Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched
into Outer Space (resolution 2345 (XXII), annex);
Convention on International Liability for Damage
Caused by Space Objects (resolution 2777
(XXVI), annex); Convention on Registration of
Objects Launched into Outer Space (resolution
3235 (XXIX), annex); and Agreement Govern-
ing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies (resolution 34/68, annex).
6 See Official Records of the General Assem-
bly, Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/
54/20), chap. II.C.
7 Ibid., annex I, sect. B.
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acter and utilization of the geostationary
orbit, including consideration of ways and
means to ensure the rational and equita-
ble use of the geostationary orbit without
prejudice to the role of the International
Telecommunication Union;
(b) Continue its consideration of review
and possible revision of the Principles Rel-
evant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources
in Outer Space,8 as a single issue and item
for discussion;
(c) Consider the following in accordance
with the work plans adopted by the Com-
mittee;9

(i) Review of the status of the five inter-
national legal instruments governing outer
space;
(ii) Review of the concept of the “launch-
ing State”;
5. Notes that the Legal Subcommittee
at its thirty-ninth session will submit its
proposals to the Committee for new items
to be considered by the Subcommittee at
its fortieth session, in 2001;
6. Notes also that, in the context of
paragraph 4 (a) (iv) above, the Legal Sub-
committee will reconvene its working
group to consider the item;
7. Endorses the recommendation of
the Committee10 that the Legal Subcom-
mittee, at its thirty-ninth session, suspend
consideration in its Working Group of the
Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear
Power Sources in Outer Space pending
the results of the work in the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee, without preju-
dice to the possibility of reconvening its
Working Group on that item if, in the opin-
ion of the Legal Subcommittee, sufficient
progress has been made in the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-
seventh session, to warrant the reconven-
ing of the Working Group;
8. Also endorses the recommenda-
tions and agreements concerning the or-
ganization of work in the Legal Subcom-
mittee;11

9. Takes note of the agreement reach-
ed by the Committee at its fortieth ses-
sion on the composition of the bureaux of
the Committee and its subsidiary bodies
for the second term starting in 2000, in
the context of the implementation of the
measures relating to the working meth-
ods of those bodies,12 which were en-
dorsed by the General Assembly in para-

graph 11 of its resolution 52/56 of 10 De-
cember 1997, and notes that consultations
among delegations and regional groups
will be held concerning the members of
the bureaux for the second term with a
view to reaching consensus on the mat-
ter by the thirty-seventh session of the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee;
10. Agrees that the Committee should
elect its officers at the beginning of its
forty-third session, in accordance with
consensus agreement to be reached
among the members of the Committee on
the members of the bureaux of the Com-
mittee and its subsidiary bodies for the
second term, as an exceptional arrange-
ment for that session of the Committee;
11. Notes that the Scientific and Techni-
cal Subcommittee of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, at its
thirty-sixth session, continued its work as
mandated by the General Assembly in its
resolution 53/45;13

12. Notes with satisfaction that the Sci-
entific and Technical Subcommittee at its
thirty-sixth session continued to consider
on a priority basis the agenda item on
space debris and that the Subcommittee
concluded its work according to the multi-
year work plan adopted by the Subcom-
mittee at its thirty-second session;14

13. Takes note with satisfaction of the
technical report on space debris15 submit-
ted by the Scientific and Technical Sub-
committee to the Committee, and agrees
that the technical report should be widely
distributed;
14. Agrees that the Scientific and Tech-
nical Subcommittee should assess the
effectiveness of existing space debris miti-
gation practices and the extent to which
they were being implemented and that
efforts to model and characterize the de-
bris environment should continue;
15. Welcomes the new approach taken
by the Committee in composing the
agenda of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee,16 and endorses the recom-
mendation of the Committee that the Sub-
committee, at its thirty-seventh session,
taking into account the concerns of all
countries, in particular those of develop-
ing countries:
(a) Consider the following items:
(i) General exchange of views and in-
troduction to reports submitted on national
activities;

(ii) The United Nations Programme on
Space Applications and the coordination
of space activities within the United Na-
tions system following (UNISPACE III);
(iii) Matters relating to remote sensing of
the Earth by satellites, including applica-
tions for developing countries and moni-
toring of the Earth’s environment;
(b) Consider the item on the use of nu-
clear power sources in outer space in ac-
cordance with the work plan adopted by
the Scientific and Technical Subcommit-
tee at its thirty-fifth session;17

(c) Consider the following single issues
and items for discussion:
(i) International cooperation in human
space flight;
(ii) Presentations on new launch sys-
tems and ventures;
(iii) Space debris, on a priority basis;
(iv) Examination of the physical nature
and technical attributes of the geo-station-
ary orbit and of its utilization and applica-
tions, including, inter alia, in the field of
space communications, as well as other
questions relating to developments in
space communications, taking particular
account of the needs and interests of de-
veloping countries;
16. Notes that the Scientific and Techni-
cal Subcommittee at its thirty-seventh
session will submit its proposal to the
Committee for a draft provisional agenda
for the thirty-eighth session of the Sub-
committee, in 2001;
17. Also notes that the theme fixed for
special attention at the thirty-seventh ses-
sion of the Scientific and Technical Sub-
committee will be “Space commercializa-
tion: an era of new opportunities” and that
the Committee on Space Research and
the International Astronautical Federation,
in liaison with Member States, will be in-
vited to arrange a symposium on that
theme, with as wide a participation as
possible, to be held during the first week
of that session of the Subcommittee;
18. Agrees that, in the context of para-
graphs 15 (a) (ii) and 16 above, the Sci-
entific and Technical Subcommittee at its
thirty-seventh session should reconvene
the Working Group of the Whole to con-
sider the future work of the Subcommit-
tee in the light of the recommendations of
UNISPACE III;
19. Also agrees that, in the context of
paragraph 15 (b) above, the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-sev-
enth session should reconvene its Work-
ing Group on the Use of Nuclear Power
Sources in Outer Space;
20. Endorses the recommendation of
the Committee18 that, in the context of

8 See resolution 47/68.
9 See A/AC.105/674, annex II.B, for the work
plan for item (i) and Official Records of the Gen-
eral ssembly, Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement
No. 20 (A/54/20), chap. II.C., para. 114, for the
work plan for item (ii).
10 See Official Records of the General Assem-
bly, Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/
54/20), para. 90.
11 Ibid., paras. 109-117.

12 Ibid., Fifty-second Session, Supplement No.
20 (A/52/20), annex I.
13 Ibid., Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No.
20 (A/54/20), chap. II.B.
14 A/AC.105/605, para. 83.
15 A/AC.105/720.
16 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/54/
20), annex I, sect. A.

17 See A/AC.105/697, annex III, appendix.
18 Official Records of the General Assembly,
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paragraph 15 (c) (iii) above, the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-
seventh session should review interna-
tional application of the standards of the
International Telecommunication Union
and recommendations of the Inter-Agency
Space Debris Coordination Committee
concerning the disposal of satellites in
geosynchronous orbit at the end of their
useful life;
21. Also endorses the United Nations
Programme on Space Applications for
2000, as proposed to the Committee by
the Expert on Space Applications;19

22. Notes with satisfaction that, in ac-
cordance with paragraph 30 of General
Assembly resolution 50/27 of 6 Decem-
ber 1995, the African Regional Centres
for Space Science and Technology Edu-
cation (in French and in English) were in-
augurated in Morocco and Nigeria, re-
spectively, that the Centre for Space Sci-
ence and Technology Education in Asia
and the Pacific continued its education
programme in 1999 and that significant
progress has been achieved in furthering
the goals of the Network of Space Sci-
ence and Technology Education and Re-
search Institutions of Central, Eastern and
South-Eastern Europe and establishing
regional centres for space science and
technology education in the other regions;
23. Recommends that Member States
concerned in Asia and the Pacific hold
further consultations, with the assistance
of the Office for Outer Space Affairs of
the Secretariat, with a view to making the
Centre for Space Science and Technol-
ogy Education in Asia and the Pacific grow
into a network of nodes;
24. Also recommends that more atten-
tion be paid to all aspects related to the
protection and the preservation of the
outer space environment, especially those
potentially affecting the Earth’s environ-
ment;
25. Considers that it is essential that
Member States pay more attention to the
problem of collisions of space objects, in-
cluding those with nuclear power sources,
with space debris, and other aspects of
space debris, calls for the continuation of
national research on this question, for the
development of improved technology for
the monitoring of space debris and for the
compilation and dissemination of data on
space debris; also considers that, to the
extent possible, information thereon should
be provided to the Scientific and Techni-
cal Subcommittee, and agrees that inter-
national cooperation is needed to expand
appropriate and affordable strategies to

minimize the impact of space debris on
future space missions;
26. Urges all States, in particular those
with major space capabilities, to contrib-
ute actively to the goal of preventing an
arms race in outer space as an essential
condition for the promotion of international
cooperation in the exploration and use of
outer space for peaceful purposes;
27. Emphasizes the need to increase
the benefits of space technology and its
applications and to contribute to an orderly
growth of space activities favourable to
sustained economic growth and sustain-
able development in all countries, in par-
ticular in developing countries, and miti-
gation of the consequences of natural dis-
asters;
28. Takes note of the interest of some
developing countries, as well as other
countries, in becoming members of the
Committee, and requests the continued
examination of the subject of increasing
the number of members of the Commit-
tee;
29. Requests the Committee to resume
its consideration, at its forty-third session,
as a matter of priority, of ways and means
of maintaining outer space for peaceful
purposes and to report thereon to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session;
30. Also requests the Committee to
resume its consideration, at its forty-third
session, of the item entitled “Spin-off ben-
efits of space technology: review of cur-
rent status”;
31. Requests the specialized agencies
and other international organizations to
continue and, where appropriate, enhance
their cooperation with the Committee and
to provide it with progress reports on their
work relating to the peaceful uses of outer
space;
32. Requests the Committee to continue
its work, in accordance with the present
resolution, to consider, as appropriate,
new projects in outer space activities and
to submit a report to the General Assem-
bly at its fifty-fifth session, including its
views on which subjects should be stud-
ied in the future. ❐

54/68
Third United Nations Confer-
ence on the Exploration and

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 51/123 of 13

December 1996, 52/56 of 10 December
1997 and 53/45 of 3 December 1998 con-
cerning the preparations and convening
of the Third United Nations Conference
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of

Outer Space (UNISPACE III), held at Vi-
enna from 19 to 30 July 1999,

Reaffirming the importance of inter-
national cooperation in the exploration and
peaceful uses of outer space,

Expressing its satisfaction with the
successful preparation of UNISPACE III
through the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, as the Preparatory
Committee, and its Scientific and Techni-
cal Subcommittee, as the Advisory Com-
mittee, as well as the Office for Outer
Space Affairs of the Secretariat as the
executive secretariat, and commending
their efforts to organize UNISPACE III
within existing resources,

Recognizing the contributions of the
Technical Forum and the Space Genera-
tion Forum to UNISPACE III,

Having considered the report of the
Third United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space (UNISPACE III)1 and the recom-
mendations contained in the resolution
entitled “The Space Millennium: Vienna
Declaration on Space and Human Devel-
opment”,2

Stressing the importance of promot-
ing effective means of using space tech-
nology to assist in the solution of prob-
lems of regional or global significance and
of strengthening the capabilities of Mem-
ber States, in particular developing coun-
tries, to use the applications of space re-
search for economic, social and cultural
development,

Conscious of the need to expedite
the use of space applications by Member
States to promote sustainable develop-
ment and to increase the awareness of
the general public with regard to the ben-
efits of space technology,

Desiring to enhance the opportuni-
ties for education, training and technical
assistance in space science and technol-
ogy and their applications aimed at the
development of indigenous capabilities in
all States,

Expressing its profound gratitude
to the Government and people of Austria
for the hospitality extended to the partici-
pants of UNISPACE III and for the facili-
ties placed at their disposal,
1. Takes note with satisfaction of the
report of the Third United Nations Confer-
ence on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space;3

2. Endorses the resolution entitled “The
Space Millennium: Vienna Declaration on
Space and Human Development”;4

* Report A/54/574.
1 A/CONF.184/6.
2 Ibid., chap. I, resolution 1.
3 Ibid.
4 Ibid.

Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/54/
20), annex I, sect. A.
19 See A/AC.105/715, sect. II.
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3. Urges Governments, organs, organi-
zations and programmes within the United
Nations system as well as inter-govern-
mental and non-governmental organiza-
tions and industries conducting space-re-
lated activities to take the necessary ac-
tion for the effective implementation of the
Vienna Declaration;
4. Calls upon all concerned to imple-
ment the recommendations made by
UNISPACE III as reflected in its report;5

5. Requests all relevant organizations
of the United Nations system to review
and, where necessary, adjust their pro-
grammes and activities in line with the
recommendations of UNISPACE III and
to take appropriate measures to ensure
their full and effective implementation, tak-
ing into account the needs of developing
countries, in particular by further enhanc-
ing the coordination of their space-related
activities through the Inter-Agency Meet-
ing on Outer Space Activities;
6. Invites all relevant governing bodies
of the organizations within the United
Nations system responsible for space-re-
lated activities to establish an ad hoc in-
ter-governmental advisory group to review
inter-agency coordination of space-related
activities with a view to increasing the ef-
fectiveness of the work of the Inter-Agency
Meeting on Outer Space Activities;
7. Declares “World Space Week” from
4–10 October to celebrate each year at
the international level the contributions of
space science and technology to the bet-
terment of the human condition, bearing
in mind that 4 October 1957 was the date
of the launch into outer space of the first
human-made Earth satellite, Sputnik I,
thus opening the way for space explora-
tion, and that 10 October 1967 was the
date of the entry into force of the Treaty
on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies;6

8. Requests the Secretary-General to
modify the terms of reference of the Trust
Fund for the United Nations Programme
on Space Applications established pursu-
ant to General Assembly resolution 37/
90 of 10 December 1982 on the Second
United Nations Conference on the Explo-
ration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
to include implementation of the recom-
mendations of UNISPACE III;
9. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to invite all States to contribute vol-
untarily to the Trust Fund for the United
Nations Programme on Space Applica-
tions and, in his letter of invitation, to iden-
tify priority project proposals, on the ba-

sis of recommendations of the Commit-
tee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
and requests the Office for Outer Space
Affairs to provide the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space with a re-
port listing those States which have re-
sponded to his invitation;
10. Agrees that the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its
secretariat should identify new and inno-
vative funding sources for implementing
the recommendations of UNISPACE III in
order to supplement the resources to be
provided through the Trust Fund for the
United Nations Programme on Space
Applications;
11. Requests the Secretary-General to
recommend measures to ensure that the
Office for Outer Space Affairs is provided
with adequate resources to implement the
following actions based on the recommen-
dations of UNISPACE III:
(a) Providing the Scientific and Techni-
cal Subcommittee and the Legal Subcom-
mittee of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space with necessary ana-
lytical documents, both on the substance
and on the organization of work, to facili-
tate their consideration of new items called
for in the agenda structures adopted by
the Committee at its forty-second ses-
sion;7

(b) Organizing, in order to strengthen the
partnership of the Scientific and Techni-
cal Subcommittee with industry, a one-day
symposium during the thirty-seventh ses-
sion of the Subcommittee to provide Mem-
ber States with updated information on
commercially available products, services
and ongoing activities of space-related
industry;
(c) Identifying and promoting the use of
appropriate space technologies to meet
the needs of programmes and organiza-
tions within the United Nations system in
carrying out activities that have not yet
benefited from the use of space technol-
ogy to enhance their effectiveness and
efficiency;
(d) Strengthening the activities of the
United Nations Programme on Space
Applications to include the following:8

(i) Facilitating and supporting the devel-
opment and implementation of space-re-
lated projects that address the operational
needs of Member States;
(ii) Providing support to the regional cen-
tres for space science and technology
education affiliated with the United Na-
tions, including the Network of Space Sci-

ence and Technology Education and Re-
search Institutions of Central, Eastern and
South-Eastern Europe;
(iii) Reorienting the long-term fellowship
programme;
(iv) Organizing workshops and confer-
ences on advanced space applications
and new system developments for pro-
gramme managers and leaders of space
technology development and applications
activities;
(v) Organizing medium-term courses on
remote-sensing education for university
educators and on telecommunications and
tele-health for professionals;
(vi) Providing technical advisory services
to Member States, on request, on differ-
ent aspects of space science and tech-
nology and related applications;
(vii) Promoting cooperation in space ap-
plications projects between government
establishments, universities and research
institutions and private industry;
(viii) Organizing an annual public forum to
inform the general public of past, ongoing
and planned space activities and the fu-
ture direction of such activities;
(ix) Promoting activities for youth, so as
to encourage interest among students,
young scientists and engineers;
(x) Promoting cooperation in the devel-
opment of educational programmes in
space science and technology for primary
and secondary school curricula;
(xi) Establishing a programme of visits by
astronauts, cosmonauts and other space
scientists and engineers to increase
knowledge about space-related activities,
in particular among young people;
(xii) Promoting the participation of scien-
tists from developing countries in space
science and planetary exploration;
(xiii) Initiating programmes to promote the
use of satellite communications and Earth
observation data for disaster management
and to provide opportunities for profes-
sionals to put into practice the knowledge
that they have acquired through training
courses;
12. Calls upon the Secretary-General to
ensure the availability of the report of
UNISPACE III, including its proceedings,
and to disseminate as widely as possible
the results of UNISPACE III, in particular
the Vienna Declaration and the summary
of the background and recommendations
of UNISPACE III;
13. Notes that, in response to a request
made by the Preparatory Committee for
UNISPACE III at its 1999 session, the
executive secretariat has prepared for
submission to the General Assembly a
document on organizational matters re-
lating to UNISPACE III, with the aim of
providing other entities in the United Na-
tions system with guidelines on using ex-

5 Ibid.
6 Resolution  2222 (XXI), annex.

7 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/54/
20), annex I.
8 See A/CONF.184/6, chap. II, para. 409 (d)
(i)-(xii).
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isting resources to organize a conference
on global issues;
14. Agrees that the document prepared
by the executive secretariat on organiza-
tional matters relating to UNISPACE III
should be issued as a report to the Gen-
eral Assembly during its fifty-fourth ses-
sion;
15. Requests the Secretary-General to
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-
fifth session on the implementation of the
recommendations of UNISPACE III;
16. Decides to review and appraise, at
its fifty-ninth session, the implementation
of the outcome of UNISPACE III and to
consider further actions and initiatives,
and, in this context, requests the Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space to submit to the General Assem-
bly at its fifty-seventh session recommen-
dations for consideration by the Assem-
bly on the format, scope and organiza-
tional aspects of that review by the As-
sembly. ❐

54/111
Report of the International

Law Commission on the work
of its fifty-first session*

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the

International Law Commission on the work
of its fifty-first session,1

Emphasizing the importance of fur-
thering the progressive development of
international law and its codification as a
means of implementing the purposes and
principles set forth in the Charter of the
United Nations and in the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concern-
ing Friendly Relations and Cooperation
among States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations,2

Emphasizing also the role of the In-
ternational Law Commission in the fulfil-
ment of the objectives of the United Na-
tions Decade of International Law,

Recognizing the desirability of refer-
ring legal and drafting questions to the
Sixth Committee, including topics that
might be submitted to the International
Law Commission for closer examination,
and of enabling the Sixth Committee and
the Commission further to enhance their
contribution to the progressive develop-
ment of international law and its codifica-
tion,

Recalling the need to keep under re-
view those topics of international law
which, given their new or renewed inter-
est for the international community, may
be suitable for the progressive develop-
ment and codification of international law
and may therefore be included in the fu-
ture programme of work of the Interna-
tional Law Commission,

Welcoming the holding of the Inter-
national Law Seminar, and noting with
appreciation the voluntary contributions
made to the United Nations Trust Fund
for the International Law Seminar,

Stressing the usefulness of structur-
ing the debate on the report of the Inter-
national Law Commission in the Sixth
Committee in such a manner that condi-
tions are provided for concentrated atten-
tion to each of the main topics dealt with
in the report,

Wishing to enhance further the inter-
action between the Sixth Committee as a
body of governmental representatives and
the International Law Commission as a
body of independent legal experts, with a
view to improving the dialogue between
the two organs,
1. Takes note of the report of the Inter-
national Law Commission on the work of
its fifty-first session;3

2. Expresses its appreciation to the
International Law Commission for the work
accomplished at its fifty-first session, in
particular with respect to the topic “Juris-
dictional immunities of States and their
property” and the completion of the sec-
ond reading of the draft articles on na-
tionality of natural persons in relation to
the succession of States, and notes that
the Commission has completed its work
on the topic “Nationality in relation to the
succession of States”;
3. Draws the attention of Governments
to the importance for the International Law
Commission of having their views on the
various aspects involved in the topics on
the agenda of the Commission, in particu-
lar on all the specific issues identified in
chapter III of its report;
4. Reiterates its invitation to Govern-
ments to submit comments and observa-
tions in writing by 1 January 2000 on the
draft articles on international liability for
injurious consequences arising out of acts
not prohibited by international law (pre-
vention of transboundary damage from
hazardous activities), and invites them,
within the context of the preceding para-
graph, to respond in writing by 1 March
2000 to the questionnaire on unilateral
acts of States circulated by the Secretariat

to all Governments on 30 September
1999;
5. Also reiterates its invitation to Gov-
ernments to submit the most relevant na-
tional legislation, decisions of domestic
courts and State practice relevant to dip-
lomatic protection in order to assist the
International Law Commission in its future
work on the topic “Diplomatic protection”;
6. Recommends that, taking into ac-
count the comments and observations of
Governments, whether in writing or ex-
pressed orally in debates in the General
Assembly, the International Law Commis-
sion should continue its work on the top-
ics in its current programme;
7. Takes note of paragraph 608 of the
report of the Commission with regard to
the procedure to be followed with respect
to the topic “International liability for inju-
rious consequences arising out of acts not
prohibited by international law”, and re-
quests the Commission to resume con-
sideration of the liability aspects of the
topic as soon as the second reading of
the draft articles on prevention is finalized,
taking into account developments in in-
ternational law and comments by Govern-
ments;
8. Also takes note of the consideration
by the International Law Commission of
its long-term programme of work,4 and
encourages the Commission to proceed
with the selection of new topics for its next
quinquennium corresponding to the wishes
and preoccupations of States and to
present possible outlines for new topics
and information related thereto in order to
facilitate a decision thereon by the Gen-
eral Assembly;
9. Welcomes with appreciation the steps
that have been taken by the International
Law Commission in relation to its internal
matters to enhance its efficiency and pro-
ductivity, and invites the Commission to
continue taking such measures, taking
into consideration the discussion held by
the General Assembly;
10. Decides, without prejudice to any
future decision, that the next session of
the Commission will be held at the United
Nations Office at Geneva from 1 May to 9
June and from 10 July to 18 August 2000;
11. Requests the International Law Com-
mission to implement arrangements in
accordance with paragraph 639 of its re-
port;
12. Stresses the desirability of enhanc-
ing dialogue between the International
Law Commission and the Sixth Commit-
tee, and in this context takes note with

* Report A/54/610.
1 Official Records of  the General Assembly,
Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 10 and cor-
rigenda (A/54/10 and Corr. 1 and 2)
2 Resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.

3 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 10 and cor-
rigenda (A/54/10 and Corr. 1 and 2)

4 See Official Records of the General Assem-
bly, Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 10 and
corrigenda (A/54/10 and Corr. 1 and 2), chap. X,
sect. A.2.
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appreciation of the comments made by
the Commission in paragraphs 612 to 617
of its report;
13. Requests the International Law Com-
mission to continue to pay special atten-
tion to indicating in its annual report, for
each topic, any specific issues on which
expressions of views by Governments,
either in the Sixth Committee or in written
form, would be of particular interest in pro-
viding effective guidance for the Commis-
sion in its further work;
14. Also requests the International Law
Commission to continue the implementa-
tion of article 16, paragraph (e), and arti-
cle 26, paragraphs 1 and 2, of its statute
in order to further strengthen cooperation
between the Commission and other bod-
ies concerned with international law, hav-
ing in mind the usefulness of such coop-
eration, and in that regard takes note with
appreciation of comments made by the
Commission in paragraphs 618 to 632 of
its report;
15. Notes that consulting with national
organizations and individual experts con-
cerned with international law may assist
Governments in considering whether to
make comments and observations on
drafts submitted by the International Law
Commission and in formulating their com-
ments and observations;
16. Reaffirms its previous decisions con-
cerning the role of the Codification Divi-
sion of the Office of Legal Affairs of the
Secretariat and those concerning the
summary records and other documenta-
tion of the International Law Commission;
17. Takes note of the inclusion of infor-
mation about the work of the International
Law Commission in its Web site;5

18. Expresses the hope that the Inter-
national Law Seminar will continue to be
held in connection with the sessions of
the International Law Commission and
that an increasing number of participants,
in particular from developing countries, will
be given the opportunity to attend those
seminars, and appeals to States to make
urgently needed voluntary contributions to
the Trust Fund;
19. Requests the Secretary-General to
provide the International Law Seminar with
adequate services, including interpreta-
tion, as required, and encourages him to
continue considering ways to improve the
structure and content of the Seminar;
20. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to forward to the International Law
Commission, for its attention, the records
of the debate on the report of the Com-
mission at the fifty-fourth session of the

General Assembly, together with such
written statements as delegations may
circulate in conjunction with their oral
statements, and to prepare and distribute
a topical summary of the debate, follow-
ing established practice;
21. Requests the Secretariat to circulate
to States, as soon as possible after the
conclusion of the Commission’s session,
chapter II of its report containing a sum-
mary of the work of that session and the
draft articles adopted on either first or
second reading by the Commission;
22. Recommends that the debate on the
report of the International Law Commis-
sion at the fifty-fifth session of the Gen-
eral Assembly commence on 23 October
2000. ❐

54/150
International Decade of the
World’s Indigenous People*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 53/129 of 9

December 1998 and previous resolutions
on the International Decade of the World’s
Indigenous People,

Recalling also that the goal of the
Decade is to strengthen international co-
operation for the solution of problems
faced by indigenous people in such areas
as human rights, the environment, devel-
opment, education and health and that the
theme of the Decade is “Indigenous peo-
ple: partnership in action”,

Recognizing the importance of con-
sultation and cooperation with indigenous
people in planning and implementing the
programme of activities of the International
Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peo-
ple,1 the need for adequate financial sup-
port from the international community, in-
cluding support from within the United
Nations system, and the need for ad-
equate coordination and communication
channels,
1. Takes note of the report of the Sec-
retary-General on the implementation of
the programme of activities of the Inter-
national Decade of the World’s Indigenous
People;2

2. Affirms its conviction of the value
and diversity of the cultures and forms of
social organization of indigenous people
and its conviction that the development
of indigenous people within their countries
will contribute to the socio-economic, cul-
tural and environmental advancement of
all the countries of the world;

3. Emphasizes the importance of streng-
thening the human and institutional capac-
ity of indigenous people to develop their
own solutions to their problems and, in this
context, welcomes the holding of the Work-
shop on Higher Education and Indigenous
Peoples at San José, Costa Rica, from
28 June to 2 July 1999, and requests the
Commission on Human Rights to con-
sider the recommendations of the Work-
shop;3

4. Takes note of the mid-term report of
the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, in her capacity as coordi-
nator of the International Decade of the
World’s Indigenous People,4 reviewing the
implementation of the programme of ac-
tivities of the Decade, and of the informa-
tion contained therein about the activities
of the United Nations system, including
specialized agencies and other intergov-
ernmental organizations, relating to indig-
enous people, and urges all parties con-
cerned to intensify their efforts to achieve
the goals of the Decade;
5. Requests the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, as co-
ordinator of the International Decade of
the World’s Indigenous People:
(a) To continue to promote the objectives
of the Decade, taking into account, in the
fulfilment of her functions, the special con-
cerns of indigenous people;
(b) To give due regard to the dissemina-
tion, from within existing resources and
voluntary contributions, of information on
the situation, cultures, languages, rights
and aspirations of indigenous people and,
in that context, to consider the possibility
of organizing projects, special events,
exhibitions and other activities addressed
to the public, in particular to young peo-
ple;
(c) To submit, through the Secretary-
General, an annual report to the General
Assembly on the implementation of the
programme of activities of the Decade;
6. Reaffirms the adoption of a declara-
tion on the rights of indigenous people as
a major objective of the Decade, and un-
derlines the importance of effective par-
ticipation by indigenous representatives in
the open-ended inter-sessional working
group of the Commission on Human Rights
established pursuant to Commission reso-
lution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995;5

7. Also reaffirms, among the objec-
tives of the Decade listed in the pro-
gramme of activities, the consideration of
the establishment of a permanent forum

5 The Internet address of the International
Law Commission is www.un.org/law/ilc/index.
htm.

* Report A/54/602.
1 Resolution 50/157, annex.
2 A/54/487 and Add. 1.

3 See E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1999/5, para. 62.
4 E/CN.4/1999/81.
5 See Official Records of the Economic and
Social Council, 1995, Supplement No. 3 and cor-
rigenda (E/1995/23 and Corr. 1 and 2), chap. II,
sect. A.
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for indigenous people in the United Na-
tions system;
8. Urges Governments to participate
actively in the open-ended inter-sessional
ad hoc working group that the Commis-
sion on Human Rights in its resolution
1999/52 of 27 April 19996 decided to re-
establish from within existing overall
United Nations resources, which is to
meet for eight working days prior to the
fifty-sixth session of the Commission to
submit, with a view to completing its task,
one or more concrete proposals on the
possible establishment of a permanent
forum for indigenous people in the United
Nations system;
9. Decides that the United Nations Vol-
untary Fund for Indigenous Populations,
established pursuant to General Assem-
bly resolution 40/131 of 13 December
1985 and modified by Commission on
Human Rights resolution 1995/32 and
Assembly resolutions 50/156 of 21 De-

cember 1995 and 53/130 of 9 December
1998, should also be used to assist rep-
resentatives of indigenous communities
and organizations to participate in the
deliberations of the open-ended inter-ses-
sional ad hoc working group of the Com-
mission on Human Rights re-established
according to Commission resolution 1999/
52;
10. Expresses its appreciation to the
Board of Trustees of the United Nations
Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations
for the work it has accomplished;

11. Encourages Governments to sup-
port the Decade by:
(a) Preparing relevant programmes,
plans and reports in relation to the Dec-
ade, in consultation with indigenous peo-
ple;
(b) Seeking means, in consultation with
indigenous people, of giving indigenous
people greater responsibility for their own
affairs and an effective voice in decisions
on matters that affect them;
(c) Establishing national committees or
other mechanisms involving indigenous
people to ensure that the objectives and
activities of the Decade are planned and
implemented on the basis of full partner-
ship with indigenous people;
(d) Contributing to the United Nations
Trust Fund for the International Decade
of the World’s Indigenous People;
(e) Contributing, together with other do-
nors, to the United Nations Voluntary Fund
for Indigenous Populations in order to as-

sist indigenous representatives in partici-
pating in the Working Group on Indigenous
Populations of the Subcommission on the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights
of the Commission on Human Rights, the
open-ended inter-sessional working group
charged with developing a draft declara-
tion on the rights of indigenous people and
the re-established open-ended inter-ses-
sional ad hoc working group on the possi-
ble establishment of a permanent forum
for indigenous people in the United Na-
tions system;
(f) Considering contributing, as appro-
priate, to the Fund for the Development of
Indigenous Peoples in Latin America and

the Caribbean, in support of the goals of
the Decade;
(g) Identifying resources for activities
designed to implement the goals of the
Decade, in cooperation with indigenous
people and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations;
12. Welcomes the offer of the Govern-
ment of Spain to host at Seville in Febru-
ary 2000 the first meeting of the ad hoc
open-ended inter-sessional working group
on article 8 (j) of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity7 regarding the traditional
knowledge, innovations and practices of
indigenous and local communities, and
encourages Governments to include rep-
resentatives of indigenous and local com-
munities in their delegations to the meet-
ing;
13. Invites United Nations financial and
developmental institutions, operational
programmes and the specialized agen-
cies, as well as other regional and inter-
national organizations, in accordance with
the existing procedures of their govern-
ing bodies:
(a) To give increased priority and re-
sources to improving the conditions of in-
digenous people, with particular empha-
sis on the needs of those people in devel-
oping countries, including through the
preparation of specific programmes of
action for the implementation of the goals
of the Decade, within their areas of com-
petence;
(b) To launch special projects, through
appropriate channels and in cooperation
with indigenous people, to strengthen their
community-level initiatives and to facilitate
the exchange of information and exper-
tise among indigenous people and other
relevant experts;
c) To designate focal points for the co-
ordination of activities related to the Dec-
ade with the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights;
and commends those institutions, pro-
grammes, agencies and regional and in-
ternational organizations that have already
done so;
14. Recommends that the Secretary-
General ensure coordinated follow-up to
the recommendations concerning indig-
enous people of relevant United Nations
conferences, namely, the World Confer-
ence on Human Rights, held at Vienna
from 14–25 June 1993, the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Devel-
opment, held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
from 3–14 June 1992, the International
Conference on Population and Develop-
ment, held at Cairo from 5–13 September

6 Ibid., 1999, Supplement No. 3 (E/1999/23),
chap. II, sect. A.

7 See United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme, Convention on Biological Diversity (En-
vironmental Law and Institution Programme Ac-
tivity Centre), June 1992.

Courtesy: Financial Times
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1994, the Fourth World Conference on
Women, held at Beijing from 4–15 Sep-
tember 1995, the World Summit for So-
cial Development, held at Copenhagen
from 6–12 March 1995, the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habi-
tat II), held at Istanbul, Turkey, from 3–14
June 1996, and the World Food Summit,
held at Rome from 13–17 November 1996,
and other relevant international confer-
ences;
15. Requests the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights to sub-
mit, through the Secretary-General, a re-
port on the implementation of the pro-
gramme of activities of the Decade to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session;
16. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the item
entitled “Programme of activities of the
International Decade of the World’s Indig-
enous People”. ❐

54/175
The right to development*

The General Assembly,
Guided by the principles and pur-

poses of the Charter of the United Na-
tions, and expressing in particular the
determination to promote social progress
and better standards of life in larger free-
dom as well as to employ international
mechanisms for the promotion of the eco-
nomic and social advancement of all peo-
ples,

Recalling its previous resolutions and
those of the Commission on Human Rights
relating to the right to development, includ-
ing its resolution 53/155 of 9 December
1998 and Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1999/79 of 28 April 1999,1

Also recalling the Declaration on the
Right to Development,2 and reaffirming the
importance of its full implementation,

Reaffirming that the right to devel-
opment, as established in the Declaration
on the Right to Development, is universal
and inalienable and re-emphasizing that
its promotion, protection and realization
are an integral part of the promotion and
protection of all human rights,

Noting that the human person is the
central subject of development and that
development policy should therefore make
the human being the main participant in
and beneficiary of development,

Stressing the importance of creating
an economic, political, social, cultural and
legal environment that will enable people

to achieve social development at national
and international levels,

Emphasizing the fact that the reali-
zation of the right to development requires
effective and efficient development poli-
cies at the national level, as well as equi-
table economic relations and a favourable
economic environment at the international
level,

Noting that sanctions often have a
serious negative impact on the develop-
ment capacity and activity of target coun-
tries, as well as third States, undermining
their full realization of the right to devel-
opment,

Recognizing that countries interact
with the global economy from vastly dif-
ferent levels of development, and realiz-
ing that globalization affects all countries
differently and makes them more suscep-
tible to external developments, positive
and negative, inter alia, in the field of hu-
man rights, in particular in the realization
of the right to development,

Stressing the need for coordination
and cooperation throughout the United
Nations system for a more effective pro-
motion and realization of the right to de-
velopment,

Emphasizing that the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights has an important role to
play in the promotion, protection and re-
alization of the right to development, in-
cluding through enhanced cooperation
with the relevant bodies of the United
Nations system for this purpose,

Affirming that developed countries
have a major responsibility in the context
of growing interdependence to create and
sustain a global economic environment
that is favourable to accelerated and sus-
tainable development,

Emphasizing that measures should
be taken to ensure that human rights are
not exploited as a means of conditionality
for loans, aid or trade, which then results
unduly in the imposition of particular poli-
cies on recipient countries, thereby nega-
tively affecting the full enjoyment of the
right to development by the peoples of
such countries,

Recognizing the importance of un-
dertaking appropriate economic policies
and creating a favourable and conducive
environment for the enhancement of the
realization of the right to development at
national and international levels,

Emphasizing the importance of streng-
thening good governance through the
building of more effective and accountable
institutions for promoting sustained growth
and enabling all people to benefit equally
from development,

Expressing its concern that the Dec-
laration on the Right to Development is

insufficiently disseminated and should be
taken into account, as appropriate, in bi-
lateral and multilateral cooperation pro-
grammes, national development strate-
gies and policies and activities of interna-
tional organizations,

Having considered the report of the
Secretary-General on the right to devel-
opment,3 prepared pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 53/155,
1. Takes note of the report of the Sec-
retary-General;4

2. Reaffirms the importance of the right
to development for every human person
and all people in all countries, in particu-
lar the developing countries, as an inte-
gral part of their fundamental human
rights, as well as the potential contribu-
tion that its realization could make to the
full enjoyment of all human rights and fun-
damental freedoms;
3. Also reaffirms that democracy, de-
velopment and respect for all human rights
and fundamental freedoms, including the
right to development, are interdependent
and mutually reinforcing, and in this con-
text affirms that:
(a) The existence of widespread poverty
inhibits the full and effective enjoyment of
all human rights and renders democracy
and popular participation fragile;
(b) For peace and stability to endure,
national and international action and co-
operation are required to promote a bet-
ter life for all in larger freedom, a critical
element of which is the eradication of pov-
erty;
(c) The full realization of the right to de-
velopment must be addressed within a
global context through a constructive, dia-
logue-based approach, with objectivity,
respect for national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, impartiality, non-selectivity
and transparency as the guiding princi-
ples, taking into account the political, his-
torical, social, religious and cultural char-
acteristics of each country;
(d) Effective popular participation is an
essential component of successful and
sustainable development;
(e) The participation of developing coun-
tries in the international economic deci-
sion-making process needs to be broad-
ened and strengthened through its democ-
ratization;
4. Expresses deep concern that the
gap between the developed and develop-
ing countries remains unacceptably wide
and that developing countries continue to
face difficulties in participating in the glo-
balization process, and may risk being
marginalized and effectively excluded from
its benefits;

3 A/54/319.
4 Ibid.

* Report: A/54/605/Add.2.
1 See Official Records of the Economic and
Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 3 (E/1999/
23), chap. II, sect. A.
2 Resolution 41/128, annex.



�����������	
���
���	���
	���������������� !�

0378-777X/00/$12.00 © 2000 IOS Press

5. Notes with concern that the reali-
zation of the right to development of many
developing countries has been negatively
affected as a result of severe economic
and financial crises in many regions of the
world, and recognizes that the interna-
tional trade and financial conditions that
caused the crises continue to persist;
6. Calls upon Member States to take,
individually and collectively, all relevant
measures to prevent the marginalization
of the weak or vulnerable economies of
developing countries and of countries with
economies in transition and to enable
them to participate fully in globalization
and liberalization with a view to their full
integration into the world economy;
7. Calls upon States to refrain from
taking any unilateral measures that are
not in accordance with international law
and the Charter of the United Nations and
that create obstacles to trade relations
among States and impede the full reali-
zation of all human rights, including the
right to development;
8. Urges States to eliminate all obsta-
cles to development at all levels, inter alia,
by pursuing the promotion and protection
of economic, social, cultural, civil and po-
litical rights and implementing comprehen-
sive development programmes at the na-
tional level, integrating those rights into
development activities and promoting ef-
fective international cooperation;
9. Reaffirms that international coopera-
tion is a necessity deriving from the rec-
ognized mutual interest of all countries
and, therefore, that such cooperation
should be strengthened in order to sup-
port the efforts of developing countries to
solve their social and economic problems
and to fulfil their obligations to promote
and protect all human rights;
10. Calls upon the international commu-
nity to address the deepening technologi-
cal, financial and productive gaps between
the developed and some developing coun-
tries, and among developing countries
themselves, as well as the widening in-
equalities between the rich and the poor;
11. Affirms the need to apply a gender
perspective in the implementation of the
right to development, inter alia, by ensur-
ing that women play an active role in the
development process, and emphasizes
that the empowerment of women and their
full participation on a basis of equality in
all spheres of society is fundamental for
development;
12. Reaffirms that, in the full realization
of the right to development, inter alia:
(a) The rights to food and clean water
are fundamental human rights and their
promotion constitutes a moral imperative
for both national Governments and the
international community;

(b) The right to shelter is a basic human
right and, in this regard, emphasizes the
urgent need for national Governments and
the international community to develop
urgently, where necessary, and to imple-
ment national and international strategies
to provide this right;
(c) Health is essential for sustainable
development, and calls upon all Govern-
ments to take reasonable legislative and
other measures within their available re-
sources to achieve the progressive reali-
zation of the right to health-care services,
and urges the international community to
support the efforts of Governments in this
regard;
(d) Education is also an essential factor
for the political, social, cultural and eco-
nomic development of all people, and rec-
ognizes that science and technology are
important for ensuring growing levels of
knowledge and must be put to use in the
service of education;
13. Recommends proper consideration
of the humanitarian effects of sanctions,
in particular on women and children, which
undermine and affect the right to devel-
opment, with a view to minimizing those
effects;
14. Stresses the need for the Secretary-
General to continue to give high priority
to the right to development and urges all
States to promote further the right to de-
velopment, as a vital element in a bal-
anced human rights programme;
15. Welcomes the high priority assigned
by the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights to activities relating to
the right to development, and urges the
Office of the High Commissioner to con-
tinue implementing Commission on Hu-
man Rights resolution 1998/72 of 22 April
1998;5

16. Invites the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights to continue
to follow and review progress made in the
promotion and implementation of the right
to development and to submit annual re-
ports to the General Assembly and the
Commission on Human Rights and to pro-
vide interim reports to the open-ended
working group and the independent ex-
pert on the right to development contain-
ing details on:
(a) The activities of her Office relating
to the implementation of the right to de-
velopment, as contained in her mandate;
(b) The implementation of resolutions of
the General Assembly and the Commis-
sion on Human Rights with regard to the
right to development;
(c) The coordination among the relevant

entities of the United Nations system,
within their respective mandates, in the
implementation of relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly and the Commis-
sion on Human Rights in this regard;
17. Notes the efforts undertaken by the
Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, within its
mandate, with relevant entities of the
United Nations system to promote the re-
alization of the right to development, and
stresses the need for the Office to keep
Governments fully informed of and involve
them in those initiatives, as appropriate;
18. Calls upon Member States and the
Office of the High Commissioner to en-
sure that the open-ended working group
on the right to development convenes its
first session, as a matter of urgency, no
later than 17 December 1999;
19. Urges Member States, the Secre-
tary-General and the United Nations sys-
tem, in particular the Office of the High
Commissioner, to support fully the follow-
up mechanism established for the imple-
mentation of the right to development;
20. Reaffirms the need for the Office of
the High Commissioner to take appropri-
ate measures aimed at promoting univer-
sal public awareness of the right to devel-
opment through, inter alia, the dissemi-
nation of the Declaration on the Right to
Development;
21. Invites the open-ended working
group, inter alia, to consider the question
of elaborating a convention on the right to
development;
22. Calls upon the independent expert
on the right to development to submit com-
prehensive reports to the General Assem-
bly at its fifty-fifth session and the Com-
mission on Human Rights at its fifty-sixth
session on, inter alia, the effects of pov-
erty, structural adjustment, globalization,
financial and trade liberalization and de-
regulation on the prospects of enjoyment
of the right to development in developing
countries;
23. Invites the open-ended working
group to take note of the deliberations on
the right to development held during the
fifty-fourth session of the General Assem-
bly;
24. Takes note of the report of the inde-
pendent expert on the right to develop-
ment,6 and encourages closer coordina-
tion with studies undertaken by other rel-
evant experts established under the aus-
pices of the Commission on Human Rights;
25. Recognizes the vital role of civil so-
ciety, including non-governmental organi-
zations and the private sector, in the im-
plementation of the right to development,
and, in this regard, encourages Member5 See Official Records of the Economic and

Social Council, 1998, Supplement No. 3 (E/1998/
23), chap. II, sect. A. 6 E/CN.4/1999/WG.18/2.
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States and the United Nations system to
foster partnerships and strengthen coop-
eration at the national level with civil soci-
ety, as appropriate;
26. Requests the Secretary-General to
continue to inform the Commission on
Human Rights and the General Assem-
bly of the activities of the organizations,
funds, programmes and specialized agen-
cies of the United Nations system relat-
ing to the implementation of the Declara-
tion on the Right to Development, as well
as obstacles identified in the realization
of the right to development;
27. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to submit to the General Assembly at
its fifty-fifth session and to the Commis-
sion on Human Rights at its fifty-sixth ses-
sion a comprehensive report on the right
to development, including obstacles iden-
tified in the realization of that right;
28. Decides to consider this question at
its fifty-fifth session under the sub-item
entitled “Human rights questions, includ-
ing alternative approaches to improving
the effective enjoyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms”. ❐

54/195
Observer status for the Inter-

national Union for the Conser-
vation of Nature and Natural

Resources in the General
Assembly*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its decision 49/426 of 9

December 1994,
Considering the importance of the In-

ternational Union for the Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources,

Considering also the need, fre-
quently noted by the United Nations, to
promote and support every effort towards
the conservation of nature,

Taking into account that the main ob-
jective of the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature and Natural Re-
sources is to encourage and assist the
international community in conserving the
integrity and diversity of nature,

Wishing to promote cooperation be-
tween the United Nations and the Inter-
national Union for the Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources,
1. Decides to invite the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources to participate in the
sessions and work of the General Assem-
bly in the capacity of observer;
2. Decides also that, in the future, any
request by an organization for grant of

observer status in the General Assembly
will be considered in plenary session af-
ter the consideration of the issue by the
Sixth Committee of the General Assem-
bly;
3. Requests the Secretary-General to
take appropriate measures to bring to the
attention of all the States Members of the
General Committee and General Assem-
bly the criteria and procedures laid down
by the General Assembly whenever a re-
quest is made by an organization seek-
ing observer status in the General Assem-
bly;
4. Requests the Secretary-General to
take the necessary action to implement
the present resolution. ❐

54/214
Conservation and sustainable
development of Central Afri-

can forest ecosystems*

The General Assembly,
Recalling the United Nations Confer-

ence on Environment and Development,
held at Rio de Janeiro from 3–14 June
1992, General Assembly resolution 47/
190 of 22 December 1992, on the report
of the Conference, and resolution 47/191
of 22 December 1992, establishing the in-
stitutional arrangements for the follow-up
to the Conference,

Recalling also its resolution 53/188
of 15 December 1998 on the implemen-
tation of and follow-up to the outcome of
the United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development and the nine-
teenth special session of the General
Assembly,

Recalling further the work of the Inter-
governmental Forum on Forests within the
context of the Commission on Sustainable
Development,

Noting with appreciation the Sum-
mit of Central African Heads of State on
the Conservation and Sustainable Man-
agement of Tropical Forests, held at
Yaound‚ from 12–17 March 1999,

Mindful of the need for the conserva-
tion and sustainable management of the
forest ecosystems of Central Africa, which
constitute an important natural asset for
present and future generations,

Convinced that the sustainable man-
agement of forest resources can contrib-
ute significantly to the economic, social
and cultural development of the States
that border on forests,

Convinced also of the important role
of subregional and international coopera-
tion in the management of forest ecosys-

tems and of combating desertification, in
keeping with the international commit-
ments entered into by the international
community,

Considering that a synergy of inter-
national and national efforts is essential
in order to achieve sustainable develop-
ment,
1. Recognizes the importance of the
forests of the Central African subregion,
the natural characteristics of which play
an essential role in the equilibrium of the
biosphere of the entire planet;
2. Welcomes the Declaration adopted
by the Summit of Central African Heads
of State on the Conservation and Sustain-
able Management of Tropical Forests, held
at Yaound‚ from 12–17 March 1999,1 en-
courages the countries of Central Africa
to implement to the fullest extent possible

the undertakings set out in the Declara-
tion, and recognizes the efforts made by
those countries in this respect, in particu-
lar with regard to policy coherence and
coordination, with a view to the sustain-
able management and conservation of the
forest ecosystems of the Central African
subregion;
3. Invites the international community
to support the countries of Central Africa
in these efforts, including through the pro-
vision of financial and technical assistance
on a regional basis;
4. Encourages the international com-
munity, including the Global Environment
Facility and the Intergovernmental Forum
on Forests, when considering ways and
means of achieving the conservation and
sustainable management of all types of
forests, to take into account, inter alia, the
forests of the Central African subregion;
5. Requests the Secretary-General to
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-

* Report  A/54/588/Add.7. 1 A/C.2/54/5, annex.*  L.7/Rev.2.

Courtesy: Blickpunkt Bundestag
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fifth session on the implementation of the
present resolution, within the context of
the reporting emanating from the Intergov-
ernmental Forum on Forests and taking
into account other reporting requests un-
der the item entitled “Environment and
sustainable development”. ❐

54/215
World Solar Programme

1996-2005*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 53/7 of 16

October 1998, by which it, inter alia, en-
dorsed the World Solar Programme 1996–
2005 as a contribution to the overall sus-
tainable development agenda and invited
all States Members of the United Nations
to contribute to its successful implemen-
tation,

Recalling also resolution 29 C/14
concerning the World Solar Programme
1996–2005, adopted by the General Con-
ference of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization in
November 1997,1

Reaffirming that the convening at
Harare on 16 and 17 September 1996 of
the World Solar Summit, at which the
Harare Declaration on Solar Energy and
Sustainable Development2 was adopted
and the preparation of the World Solar
Programme 1996–20053 approved, was a
step in the pursuance of the implementa-
tion of Agenda 21,4 which is a multi-fac-
eted and, at the same time, fundamental
programme of action for achieving sustain-
able development,

Recognizing that mutually support-
ive efforts at national and international
levels are imperative in the pursuit of sus-
tainable development, which includes, in-
ter alia, the provision of financial resources
and the transfer of technology for the ap-
plication of cost-effective energy systems
and wider use of environment-friendly,
renewable energies,

Acknowledging the important role of
the General Assembly in promoting the
World Solar Programme 1996–2005,

Acknowledging also the role of the
Commission on Sustainable Development

and the Economic and Social Council as
forums for the discussion of new and re-
newable sources of energy and sustain-
able development,

Expressing its appreciation of the
efforts of the Secretary-General in bring-
ing the World Solar Programme 1996–
2005 to the attention of relevant sources
of funding and technical assistance,

Noting the establishment of the In-
ter-Agency Working Group on Energy with
a view to ensuring the coordination of the
activities of all relevant organizations of
the United Nations system in the prepa-
rations for the ninth session of the Com-
mission on Sustainable Development in
2001, and to contributing to sustainable
development, taking into account the rec-
ommendations of the World Solar Pro-
gramme 1996–2005,

Noting that the Global Renewable
Energy Education and Training Program-
me 1996–2005 constitutes one of the
major programmes of universal value of
the World Solar Programme 1996–2005,

Calling for further action to ensure
that the World Solar Programme 1996-
20055 is fully integrated into and brought
into the mainstream of the efforts of the
United Nations system towards attaining
the objective of sustainable development,

Emphasizing that the achievement of
more substantive results in the implemen-
tation of the World Solar Programme
1996–2005, as part of the promotion of
new and renewable sources of energy, will
require the more active and collaborative
involvement of all concerned parties, in-
cluding Governments, multilateral funding
agencies and relevant parts of the United
Nations system,
1. Takes note with appreciation of the
report of the Secretary-General on the
World Solar Programme 1996–2005,6 in-
cluding measures taken by the various
entities of the United Nations system for
the implementation of the Programme;
2. Notes with appreciation the role of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization in promoting,
within its mandate, the implementation of
the World Solar Programme 1996–2005,
in particular its education and training pro-
grammes in the field of new and renew-
able sources of energy, and, in this con-
text, also notes with appreciation the ini-
tiative undertaken by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization of inviting the competent or-
gans and programmes of the United Na-
tions system to cooperate in the imple-
mentation of the World Solar Programme
1996–2005;

3. Notes the role that the World Solar
Commission has so far played in the mo-
bilization of international support and as-
sistance for the implementation of many
of the national high-priority projects on
renewable sources of energy included in
the World Solar Programme 1996–2005,
many of which are being executed with
national funding;
4. Commends highly the efforts of
many Member States in taking concrete
national actions, including legislative
measures, that have resulted in the wider
use of renewable sources of energy in
their countries;
5. Notes with appreciation the finan-
cial support that has been provided by
some developed countries that are Mem-
bers of the United Nations and some inter-
governmental organizations, within and
outside the United Nations system, in the
implementation of the World Solar Pro-
gramme 1996–2005;
6. Calls upon all relevant funding insti-
tutions and bilateral and multilateral do-
nors, as well as regional funding institu-
tions and non-governmental organiza-
tions, to support, as appropriate, the ef-
forts being made for the development of
the renewable energy sector in develop-
ing countries on the basis of environment-
friendly, renewable sources of energy of
demonstrated viability, while taking fully
into account the development structure of
energy-based economies of developing
countries, and to assist in the attainment
of the levels of investment necessary to
expand energy supplies beyond urban
areas;
7. Takes note of the decision of the
General Conference of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization regarding the strategic impor-
tance of the Global Renewable Energy
Education and Training Programme 1996–
2005 in attaining the objective of sustain-
able development, and encourages the
Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization to make efforts to promote pub-
lic awareness in all Member States in this
regard, with the support of international,
regional and national institutions, both
public and private;
8. Invites all Governments to encour-
age the involvement of all relevant stake-
holders, including the private sector, in the
promotion of research into and the devel-
opment of renewable sources of energy,
in particular, within this context, in the
implementation of the World Solar Pro-
gramme 1996–2005, in accordance with
their respective national policies;
9. Encourages the Secretary-General
to continue his efforts to promote the
mobilization of adequate technical assist-

* Report A/54/588/Add.7.
1 United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, Records of the General
Conference, Twenty-ninth Session, Paris, 21 Oc-
tober–12 November 1997, vol. I:  Resolutions.
2 A/53/395, annex, sect. II.
3 Ibid., annex, sect. V.D.
4 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by
the Conference (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution
1, annex II.

5 See A/53/395, annex, Sect. IV.A.
6 A/54/212.
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ance and funding and the full utilization of
existing international funds for the effec-
tive implementation of national and re-
gional high-priority projects in the area of
renewable sources of energy;
10. Invites the Inter-Agency Working
Group on Energy to facilitate the contri-
bution of the work under the World Solar
Programme to the consideration of the
theme of energy by the Commission on
Sustainable Development at its ninth ses-
sion, to be held in 2001;
11. Requests the Secretary-General, in
consultation with the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion and in cooperation with the United
Nations Environment Programme and
other relevant organizations, to submit to
the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth ses-
sion a report on concrete action being
taken for the effective implementation of
the World Solar Programme 1996–2005,
including promotion for mobilization of re-
sources;
12. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to include, in his report on energy and
sustainable development to the Commis-
sion on Sustainable Development, a re-
port on action to be taken to implement
the present resolution, including further
recommendations on appropriate modali-
ties to promote new and renewable sources
of energy;
13. Decides to include in the provision-
al agenda of its fifty-fifth session, under
the item entitled “Environment and sus-
tainable development”, a sub-item enti-
tled “Promotion of new and renewable
sources of energy, including the imple-
mentation of the World Solar Program-
me 1996–2005”. ❐

54/216
Report of the Governing

Council of the United Nations
Environment Programme*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 2997 (XXVII)

of 15 December 1972, by which it decided
to establish the Governing Council of the
United Nations Environment Programme,

Recalling also its resolutions 53/187
of 15 December 1998 on the report of the
Governing Council of the United Nations
Environment Programme and 53/242 of
28 July 1999 on the report of the Secre-
tary-General on environment and human
settlements,

Recalling further the results and
decisions of the nineteenth special ses-
sion of the General Assembly, convened

for the purpose of the overall review and
appraisal of the implementation of Agenda
21,1 and, in particular, paragraphs 119 and
122–124 of the Programme for the Fur-
ther Implementation of Agenda 21,2

Recalling the Nairobi Declaration on
the Role and Mandate of the United Na-
tions Environment Programme,3 adopted
by the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme at its
nineteenth session,

Having considered the report of the
Governing Council of the United Nations
Environment Programme on its twentieth
session,4

1. Welcomes the report of the Govern-
ing Council of the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme on its twentieth ses-
sion and the decisions contained therein;5

2. Takes note, in particular, of Govern-
ing Council decision 20/31 of 4 February
1999, entitled “Proposed programme
budget of the United Nations Environment
Programme: revised requirements for the
biennium 1998–1999 and proposed re-
quirements for the biennium 2000–2001”,6

in which the Governing Council gives con-
crete support to the integrated work pro-
gramme of the Programme and endorse-
ment of its new functional organizational
structure, and anticipates an increased
level of funding to the Environment Fund
for the biennium 2000–2001;
3. Supports the proposals for the fa-
cilitation of and support for enhancing link-
ages and coordination within and among
environmental and environment-related
conventions, inter alia, by the United Na-
tions Environment Programme, with full
respect for the status of the respective
convention secretariats and the autono-
mous decision-making prerogatives of the
conferences of the parties to the conven-
tions concerned;
4. Notes with appreciation the contri-
bution of the United Nations Environment
Programme to the Commission on Sus-
tainable Development at its seventh ses-
sion, and encourages the Governing
Council at future sessions to provide its
scientific, technical and policy information
and analysis of and advice on global en-
vironmental issues to the Commission at

future sessions and, in particular, to con-
tribute to the preparation of the ten-year
review of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development in 2002;
5. Welcomes progress in the negotia-
tion of an international legally binding in-
strument for implementing international
action on certain persistent organic pol-
lutants with a view to its earlier conclu-
sion;
6. Encourages the supporting role of
the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme for developing countries, particu-
larly in Africa through the development of
policy support and capacity-building for
international environmental negotiation,
inter alia, through the revitalization of the
African Ministerial Conference on Environ-
ment;
7. Stresses the importance of strength-
ening the United Nations Office at Nai-
robi in its capacity as the only United Na-
tions Office located in a developing coun-
try, and encourages the increased utiliza-
tion of its facilities;
8. Notes the increased cooperation and
collaboration between the United Nations
Environment Programme and the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements
(Habitat) within the framework of their re-
spective mandates and separate program-
matic, budgetary and organizational iden-
tities, with a view to improving the effec-
tiveness of their work;
9. Calls upon all countries to ensure
the provision of sufficient financial re-
sources, on a stable and predictable ba-
sis, for the successful implementation of
the work programme for the biennium
2000–2001;
10. Requests the Secretary-General to
provide the necessary resources from the
regular budget of the United Nations to
the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme for the biennium 2000–2001 in
accordance with current budgetary prac-
tices and to consider ways to further sup-
port the revitalization of the Programme.❐

54/217
Enhancing complementarities

among international instru-
ments related to environment
and sustainable development*

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Programme for the Fur-

ther Implementation of Agenda 211 adopt-
ed at its nineteenth special session, in
particular part IV thereof, entitled “Inter-
national institutional arrangements”,

1 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by
the Conference (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum) resolution
1, annex II.
2 Resolution S-19/2, annex.
3 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/52/
25), annex, decision 19/1, annex.
4 Ibid., Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No.
25 and addendum (A/54/25 and Add.1).
5 Ibid.
6 Ibid, annex, decision 20/31.

* Report A/54/588/Add.7.
1 Resolution S-19/2, annex.* Report A/54/588/Add.7.
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Recalling also its resolutions 53/186
of 15 December 1998, on international
institutional arrangements related to en-
vironment and development, and 53/242
of 28 July 1999, on the report of the Sec-
retary-General on environment and hu-
man settlements,

Taking note with appreciation of the
report of the Secretary-General on inter-
national institutional arrangements related
to environment and development,2

Taking note of decision 20/28, on
promoting links among global environmen-

tal issues and human needs, adopted on
4 February 1999 by the Governing Coun-
cil of the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme,3

Emphasizing that policy decisions
under the respective conventions are taken
by the conferences of the parties thereto,
which are autonomous governing bodies,

Noting that various conventions re-
lated to environment and sustainable de-
velopment are at different stages of im-
plementation, and recognizing the role of
the General Assembly in fostering pro-
gress in the implementation of environ-
mental and environment-related conven-
tions and of the commitments contained
therein,

Noting with appreciation the rel-
evant ongoing work on the implementa-
tion of environmental and environment-
related conventions at the national, bilat-
eral, regional and international levels,

Reaffirming the need, as stipulated
in part IV of the Programme for the Fur-
ther Implementation of Agenda 21, for
greater coherence in various intergovern-
mental organizations and processes by
means of better policy coordination at the

intergovernmental level, as well as for
continued and more concerted efforts to
enhance collaboration among the secre-
tariats of relevant decision-making bod-
ies,

Emphasizing the need for environ-
mental conventions to continue to pursue
sustainable development objectives that
are consistent with their provisions and to
be fully responsive to Agenda 21,4

1. Encourages the Conferences of the
Parties to, and the permanent secretari-
ats of, the United Nations Framework Con-

vention on Climate Change5, the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity6 and the United
Nations Convention to Combat De-
sertification in Those Countries Experienc-
ing Serious Drought and/or Desertifica-
tion, particularly in Africa7 to further ex-
amine appropriate opportunities and
measures to strengthen their complemen-
tarities and to improve scientific assess-
ments of ecological linkages among the
three conventions;
2. Stresses the need for the integrated
consideration of linkages, both among
sectors and between sectoral and cross-
sectoral aspects of Agenda 21;8

3. Emphasizes the importance of fa-
cilitating and supporting the enhancement
of linkages and coordination within and
among environmental and environment-

related conventions, inter alia, by the
United Nations Environment Programme,
with full respect for the status of the sec-
retariats of the conventions and the au-
tonomous decision-making prerogatives
of the conferences of the parties to the
conventions concerned and, in this regard,
supports the proposal of the Secretary-
General concerning the establishment of
an environmental management group for
the purpose of enhancing inter-agency
coordination in the areas of environment
and human settlements, as stipulated in
General Assembly resolution 53/242;
4. Notes with appreciation all the pro-
gress made in the implementation of Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 53/186;
5. Encourages the secretariats of the
various environmental and environment-
related conventions and international or-
ganizations, with full respect for the sta-
tus of the secretariats of the conventions
and the autonomous decision-making pre-
rogatives of the conferences of the par-
ties to the conventions concerned, to
strengthen cooperation with a view to fa-
cilitating progress in the implementation
of those conventions at the international,
regional and national levels by:
(a) Identifying opportunities for comple-
mentarity of activities undertaken to fa-
cilitate the implementation of commit-
ments made by the parties to the various
conventions;
(b) Encouraging the carrying out of fur-
ther scientific analyses by relevant inter-
national organizations, such as the United
Nations Environment Programme, the
secretariats of the conventions, their sub-
sidiary bodies, the United Nations Secre-
tariat and relevant international scientific
bodies, in order to identify possible activi-
ties with potential multiple benefits and to
bring them to the attention of the confer-
ences of the parties;
(c) Promoting more effective and coher-
ent support from international organiza-
tions and financial institutions and mecha-
nisms for national action aimed at the im-
plementation of the conventions, in par-
ticular in the area of capacity-building;
(d) Addressing practical issues, such as
more effective exchange of information,
enhanced awareness-raising and stream-
lining of national reporting;
(e) Supporting, upon request, efforts be-
ing made at the national level to adopt an
integrated and holistic approach to the im-
plementation of environmental and envi-
ronment-related conventions;
(f) Bringing relevant issues to the atten-
tion of the General Assembly and relevant

2 A/54/468.
3 See Official Records of the General Assem-
bly, Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/
54/25).

Courtesy: Capital

4 Report of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development, Rio de Ja-
neiro, 3–14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions
Adopted by the Conference (United Nations pub-
lication, Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum),
resolution 1, annex II.
5  A/AC.237/8 (Part II/Add.1 and Corr.1, an-
nex I.
6 See United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme, Convention on Biological Diversity (En-
vironmental Law and Institution Programme Ac-
tivity (Centre), June 1992.
7 A/49/84/Add.2, annex, appendix II.
8 Report of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development, Rio de Ja-

neiro, 3–14 June 1992 vol. I, Resolutions Adopted
by the Conference (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution
1, annex II.
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intergovernmental bodies for the consid-
eration of Member States and the formu-
lation of agreed policy recommendations,
with a view to promoting a more holistic
approach;
6. Requests the Secretary-General, in
consultation with the Executive Director
of the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme and the executive secretaries of
the conventions, to prepare a report on
the implementation of the present resolu-
tion and to submit it the General Assem-
bly at its fifty-fifth session for considera-
tion under the item entitled “Environment
and sustainable development”. ❐

54/218
Implementation of and follow-

up to the outcome of the
United Nations Conference on

Environment  and Develop-
ment and the nineteenth

special session of the General
Assembly*

The General Assembly,
Recalling the United Nations Confer-

ence on Environment and Development,
held at Rio de Janeiro from 3–14 June
1992, and the nineteenth special session
of the General Assembly for the purpose
of an overall review and appraisal of the
implementation of Agenda 21, held in New
York from 23–28 June 1997,

Reaffirming that Agenda 211 is the
fundamental programme of action for
achieving sustainable development and
that the Programme for the Further Im-
plementation of Agenda 21,2 adopted by
the General Assembly at its nineteenth
special session, will enhance the full im-
plementation of the outcome of the United
Nations Conference on Environment and
Development,

Recognizing that the Programme for
the Further Implementation of Agenda 21
includes a statement of commitment to
Agenda 21 and the goals of sustainable
development, an assessment of progress
made since the United Nations Confer-
ence on Environment and Development
in all main areas of Agenda 21 and other
outcomes of the Conference, and recom-
mendations on the future methods of work
of the Commission on Sustainable Devel-
opment and the programme of work of the
Commission for the period 1998–2002,

Recognizing also that mutually sup-
portive efforts at the national and interna-
tional levels are needed in the pursuit of

sustainable development and that the gap
between developed and developing coun-
tries points to the continuing need for a
dynamic and enabling national and inter-
national economic environment that is
supportive of international cooperation, in
particular in the fields of finance, transfer
of  technology, debt and trade, if the mo-
mentum for global progress towards sus-
tainable development is to be maintained
and increased,

Noting with concern that, during the
assessment and review of progress made
at its nineteenth special session, the Gen-
eral Assembly concluded that although
some progress had been made, especially
at the local level, the overall trends with
respect to the global environment had not
improved, and emphasizing that the im-
plementation of Agenda 21 in a compre-
hensive manner remains vitally important
and is now more urgent than ever,

Noting that the next review of the
implementation of Agenda 21 is to be car-
ried out by the General Assembly in 2002,

Noting also the need for early sub-
stantive preparations for the ten-year re-
view of the implementation of the outcome
of the United Nations Conference on En-
vironment and Development in order to
attain meaningful results,

Recalling General Assembly resolu-
tion 53/188 of 15 December 1998 and
Commission on Sustainable Development
decision 7/9 on preparations for the re-
view of the implementation of Agenda 21
and the Programme for the Further Im-
plementation of Agenda 21,3

1. Stresses the need to accelerate the
full implementation of Agenda 214 and the
Programme for the Further Implementa-
tion of Agenda 21;5

2. Recognizes that the Commission on
Sustainable Development, within its man-
date as specified in General Assembly
resolution 47/191 of 22 December 1992
and in the Programme for the Further Im-
plementation of Agenda 21, will continue
to provide the central forum for reviewing
progress on and urging further implemen-
tation of Agenda 21, the Programme for
the Further Implementation of Agenda 21
and other commitments made at the
United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development or as a result of
it, for conducting a high-level policy de-

bate aimed at building consensus on sus-
tainable development, and for catalyzing
action on and long-term commitment to
sustainable development at all levels;
3. Calls upon the Commission on Sus-
tainable Development to continue to un-
dertake these tasks in complementing and
providing links to the work of other United
Nations organs, organizations and bod-
ies active in the field of sustainable devel-
opment, to play its role in assessing the
opportunities and challenges of globali-
zation as they relate to sustainable devel-
opment, and to perform its functions in
coordination with other subsidiary bodies
of the Economic and Social Council and
with related organizations and institutions,
including making recommendations, within
its mandate, to the Council, bearing in
mind the interrelated outcomes of recent
United Nations conferences;
4. Emphasizes that the achievement of
more substantive results by the next re-
view of the implementation of Agenda 21
in 2002 will require concerted efforts at
all levels, including by Governments; calls
upon all countries to fulfil their commit-
ments to Agenda 21 and, in this context,
calls upon developed countries to fulfil the
commitments that they have undertaken
with respect to financial resources and the
transfer of environmentally sound technol-
ogy;
5. Reaffirms in this context the neces-
sity of providing adequate and predictable
financial resources, transferring environ-
mentally sound technologies, and provid-
ing capacity-building and technical assist-
ance to developing countries for the im-
plementation of Agenda 21 and for the
achievement of the long-term goals of
sustainable development, and calls for the
preparations for the ten-year review of the
implementation of the outcome of the Unit-
ed Nations Conference on Environment
and Development, without prejudice to
other priority areas that may be identified
during the preparatory process, to address
the challenges and constraints in the im-
plementation of the commitments of the
Conference at all levels and to identify
ways and means of accelerating the im-
plementation of Agenda 21, including the
development of measures to remedy the
slow rate of progress of the international
community in implementing Agenda 21;
6. Notes the need for assistance to be
provided by the international community
to countries with economies in transition
in their efforts to achieve the objectives of
Agenda 21 and the long-term goals of
sustainable development;
7. Emphasizes the importance of the
continued active and collaborative involve-
ment of all relevant bodies of the United
Nations system in the implementation of

* Report  A/54/588/Add.1.
1 Ibid.
2 Resolution S-19/2, annex.

3 See Official Records of the Economic and
Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 9 (E/1999/
29), chap. I.
4 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992 (United Nations Publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Reso-
lutions adopted by the Conference, resolution 1,
annex II.
5 Resolution S-19/2, annex.
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Agenda 21 and the Programme for the
Further Implementation of Agenda 21, and
requests the Secretary-General, in close
collaboration with all relevant bodies of the
United Nations system and taking into
account the outcome of the deliberations
in the Commission on Sustainable Devel-
opment, to submit to the General Assem-
bly for consideration at its fifty-fifth ses-
sion, through the Economic and Social
Council in view of its coordination func-
tion, an analytical report on the measures
taken within the United Nations system to
accelerate the implementation of Agenda
21 and the Programme for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21, including
the identification of constraints and rec-
ommendations on how to address those
constraints;
8. Recognizes the importance, for the
effective implementation of Agenda 21
and the Programme for the Further Im-
plementation of Agenda 21, of a multi-fac-
eted approach at the local, national, re-
gional and global levels, as well as of the
continued involvement of major groups, as
defined in Agenda 21, and calls for the
preparations for the ten-year review to fa-
cilitate continued involvement and input
from those various levels and from major
groups;
9. Stresses, in this connection, the im-
portance of high-quality preparations for
the forthcoming ten-year review of Agenda
21 and the Programme for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21, requests
the Secretary-General to include the views
of Member States in the preliminary re-
port requested by the Commission on
Sustainable Development in its decision
7/9,6 and invites Member States to sub-
mit their views to the Secretariat by Feb-
ruary 2000;
10. Renews the request to the secre-
tariat of the Commission on Sustainable
Development to invite Governments to
submit proposals on how to improve the
guidelines for the elaboration of national
reports and, based on the information re-
ceived, to prepare a report to be submit-
ted to the Commission as part of the
preparations for the comprehensive review
of the implementation of Agenda 21;
11. Invites, as part of the preparations
for the ten-year review:
(a) The regional commissions to provide
reports, through the Economic and Social
Council in view of its coordination func-
tion, on how their activities are contribut-
ing to the implementation of Agenda 21
and the Programme for the Further Im-
plementation of Agenda 21 for the con-

sideration of the General Assembly at its
fifty-fifth session;
(b) The relevant functional commissions
that are implementing chapters of Agenda
21 to submit reports, through the Eco-
nomic and Social Council in view of its
coordination function, on how their activi-
ties are contributing to the implementa-
tion of Agenda 21 and the Programme for
the Further Implementation of Agenda 21
for the consideration of the General As-
sembly at its fifty-fifth session;
(c) The Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme to con-
sider how the activities of the Programme
are contributing to the implementation of
Agenda 21 and the Programme for the
Further Implementation of Agenda 21, and
to submit its views to the General Assem-
bly at the earliest opportunity;
(d) The Global Environment Facility, in
the course of its regular work, to provide
a report on how its activities are contrib-
uting to the implementation of Agenda 21
and the Programme for the Further Im-
plementation of Agenda 21 for the con-
sideration of the General Assembly at its
fifty-fifth session;
(e) The secretariats of the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate
Change, the Convention on Biological Di-
versity and the United Nations Conven-
tion to Combat Desertification in those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought
and/or Desertification, particularly in Af-
rica, to provide reports on how their ac-
tivities are contributing to the implemen-
tation of Agenda 21 and the Programme
for the Further Implementation of Agenda
21 for the consideration of the General
Assembly at its fifty-fifth session;
12. Also invites the Secretary-General,
while preparing the report requested by
the General Assembly in paragraph 6 of
its resolution 53/188, to take into account
the preliminary discussions held by the
Commission on Sustainable Development
at its eighth session and by the Economic
and Social Council, and to include in that
report proposals for the analytical reports
to be prepared for the review process. ❐

54/219
International Decade for

Natural Disaster Reduction:
successor arrangements*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 44/236 of 22

December 1989, 49/22 A of 2 December
1994, 49/22 B of 20 December 1994 and
53/185 of 15 December 1998, and reiter-
ating Economic and Social Council reso-

lution 1999/63 of 30 July 1999 on the suc-
cessor arrangements for the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction,

Recalling also the results of the pro-
gramme forum on the International Dec-
ade, held at Geneva from 5–9 July 1999,
and the Geneva mandate on disaster re-
duction adopted by the forum, together
with the strategy document entitled “A
safer world in the twenty-first century: risk
and disaster reduction”,

Recalling further the forward-looking
platform for international concerted dis-
aster reduction as developed by the World
Conference on Natural Disaster Reduc-
tion and as expressed in the Yokohama
Strategy for a Safer World: Guidelines for
Natural Disaster Prevention, Prepared-
ness and Mitigation and its Plan of Ac-
tion,1

Reiterating that natural disasters dam-
age the social and economic infrastruc-
ture of all countries, although the long-
term consequences of natural disasters
are especially severe for developing coun-
tries and hamper their sustainable devel-
opment,

Recognizing the need for the inter-
national community to demonstrate the
firm political determination required to uti-
lize scientific and technical knowledge to
reduce vulnerability to natural disasters
and environmental hazards, taking into
account the particular needs of develop-
ing countries,

Having considered the report of the
Secretary-General on the implementation
of Economic and Social Council resolu-
tion 1999/63,2

Noting the Declaration on Technical
Cooperation for the Prevention and Relief
of Natural Disasters, adopted by the Rio
Group at its summit meeting in Mexico in
May 1999, as well as the results of the
first summit meeting of Heads of State and
Government of Latin America and the
Caribbean and the European Union, held
at Rio de Janeiro on 28–29 June 1999,3

Taking into account the considera-
tion of natural disasters contained in the
report of the Third United Nations Confer-
ence on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, held at Vienna from
19–30 July 1999,4

1. Notes with appreciation the reports
of the Secretary-General concerning the
activities of the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction5 and on the
recommendations on institutional arrange-
ments for disaster reduction activities of

* Report  A/54/588/Add.2.

1 A/CONF.172/9, resolution 1, annex I.
2 A/54/497.
3 A/54/448.
4 A/CONF.184/6.
5 A/54/132-E/1999/80 and Add.1

6 See Official Records of the Economic and
Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 9 (E/1999/
29), chap. I.



�����������	
���
���	���
	����������������! 

0378-777X/00/$12.00 © 2000 IOS Press

the United Nations system after the con-
clusion of the Decade;6

2. Expresses deep concern at the in-
creasing number and scale of natural dis-
asters, which have resulted in massive
losses of life and long-term negative so-
cial, economic and environmental conse-
quences for vulnerable societies world-
wide, in particular in developing countries;
3. Endorses the proposals put forward
in the report of the Secretary-General7 to
ensure the swift establishment of future
arrangements for disaster reduction as
well as functional continuity for the effec-
tive implementation of the international
strategy for disaster reduction;
4. Also endorses the proposal of the
Secretary-General to establish an inter-
agency task force and inter-agency sec-
retariat for disaster reduction, under the
direct authority of the Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs, in a flex-
ible manner, for the initial period of the
biennium 2000–2001, and to undertake a
review of these arrangements after the first
year of operations with a view to submit-
ting proposals on adjustments;8

5. Decides to maintain the observance
of the International Day for Natural Disas-
ter Reduction on the second Wednesday
of October;
6. Requests the Secretary-General to
establish, from voluntary contributions, a
trust fund for disaster reduction to enable
the funding of the inter-agency secretariat
for disaster reduction, and to transfer all
assets of the Trust Fund for the Interna-
tional Decade for Natural Disaster Reduc-
tion to the new trust fund for disaster re-
duction, effective 1 January 2000;
7. Calls upon Governments to continue
to cooperate and coordinate their efforts
with the Secretary-General and the Un-
der-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs, the United Nations system, non-
governmental organizations and other
partners, as appropriate, to implement and
further develop a comprehensive strategy
to maximize international cooperation in
the field of natural disasters, based upon
an effective division of labour, from pre-
vention to early warning, response, miti-
gation, rehabilitation and reconstruction,
including through capacity-building at all
levels, and the development and strength-
ening of global and regional approaches
that take into account regional, subre-
gional, national and local circumstances
and needs, as well as the need to streng-
then coordination of national emergency
response agencies in natural disasters;
8. Requests the Secretary-General to
solicit the required inputs from Govern-

ments, the relevant organizations of the
United Nations system and non-govern-
mental organizations in order to further
optimize and disseminate listings of or-
ganizations of the United Nations system
as well as non-governmental organizations
that provide civil protection and emergency
response at all levels, with updated inven-
tories of available resources, to help dur-
ing natural disasters;
9. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to further optimize and disseminate
through all available channels, including
handbooks, the information necessary to
guide the international community at large
in the effective management of interna-
tional cooperation in the fields of disaster
prevention, early warning, response, miti-
gation, rehabilitation and reconstruction;
10. Emphasizes the urgent need to fur-
ther develop and make use of existing
scientific and technical knowledge to re-
duce vulnerability to natural disasters,
bearing in mind the particular needs of
developing countries and, in this regard,
calls upon all countries to strengthen sci-
entific research and training of experts in
universities and specialized institutions
and to promote the exchange of informa-
tion;
11. Recognizes the importance of early
warning as an essential element in the
culture of prevention, and encourages re-
newed efforts at all levels to contribute to
natural hazard monitoring and impact pre-
diction, the development and transfer of
technology, capacity-building for disaster
preparedness, the detection of natural
hazards and the issuance and communi-
cation of early warnings, as well as edu-
cation and professional training, public
information and awareness-raising activi-
ties, such as the Conference on Early-
Warning Systems for the Reduction of
Natural Disasters, held at Potsdam, Ger-
many, in 1998, to ensure adequate action
warnings;
12. Reaffirms the need for strengthen-
ing an international framework for the im-
provement of early warning systems and
disaster preparedness by developing an
effective international mechanism for early
warning, including the transfer of technol-
ogy related to early warning to develop-
ing countries, under the auspices of the
United Nations, as an integral part of fu-
ture strategies and frameworks or any ar-
rangements for natural disaster reduction;
13. Requests the Secretary-General to
submit to the General Assembly at its fifty-
sixth session, through the Economic and
Social Council, a report on the implemen-
tation of the international strategy for dis-
aster reduction, under the agenda item
entitled “Environment and sustainable
development”. ❐

54/220
International cooperation to
reduce the impact of the El

Niño phenomenon*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 52/200 of 18

December 1997 and 53/185 of 15 Decem-
ber 1998 on international cooperation to
reduce the impact of the El Niño phenom-
enon, and reiterating Economic and So-
cial Council resolutions 1999/46 of 28 July
1999, on the same subject, and 1999/63
of 30 July 1999 on the successor arrange-
ments for the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction,

Recalling also paragraph 20 of the
report of the Secretary-General on suc-
cessor arrangements for the Decade,1

Having considered the report of the
Secretary-General on international coop-
eration to reduce the impact of the El Niño
phenomenon2 and the report of the Com-
mission on Sustainable Development on
its seventh session,3

Having also considered the report
on the conclusions and recommendations
of the first Intergovernmental Meeting of
Experts on El Niño, held at Guayaquil,
Ecuador, from 9 to 13 November 1998,4

and the feasibility study for the establish-
ment of an international research centre
on the El Niño/Southern Oscillation,5

Reaffirming the importance of devel-
oping strategies at the national, subre-
gional, regional and international levels
that aim to prevent, mitigate and rehabili-
tate the damages caused by natural dis-
asters resulting from the El Niño phenom-
enon,

Taking into account the considera-
tions in relation to the use of tele-obser-
vation systems on weather forecast and
climate contained in the report of the Third
United Nations Conference on the Explo-
ration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
held in Vienna, from 19– 30 July 1999,6

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the
report of the Secretary-General,7 and en-
dorses the conclusions and recommen-
dations contained therein;
2. Welcomes the 1999 retrospective
report on the El Niño/Southern Oscillation
prepared by the World Meteorological
Organization;

6 See A/54/136-E/1999/89.
7 Ibid.
8 See A/54/497, paras. 11-14.

* Report  A/54/588/Add.2.
1 A/545/497.
2 A/54/135-E/1999/88.
3 Official Records of the Economic and So-
cial Council, 1999, Supplement No. 9 (E/1999/
29).
4 See A/C.2/53/10.
5 A/554/135-E/1999/88, annex II.
6 A/CONF.184/6.
7 A/54/135-E/1999/88.
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3. Reiterates its invitation to Member
States in paragraphs 8 and 9 of resolu-
tion 52/200 in relation to the technical and
financial assistance needed to strengthen
the national capacity of developing coun-
tries to support observation and research
systems at global and regional levels to
prevent, mitigate and repair the damage
caused by the El Niño/Southern Oscilla-
tion;
4. Welcomes the recommendations of
the Commission on Sustainable Develop-
ment at its seventh session regarding the
approach that the United Nations system
and the international community should
take in dealing with the El Niño/Southern
Oscillation,8 and reiterates its invitation to
Member States to cover the impact of the
El Niño/Southern Oscillation in their an-
nual national reports;
5. Calls upon the Secretary-General,
the relevant United Nations organizations
and the international community to take
necessary measures, as appropriate, to
establish an international research cen-
tre on El Niño at Guayaquil, Ecuador; in-
vites the international community to pro-
vide financial, technical and scientific as-
sistance and cooperation for this purpose,
and encourages the centre, once estab-
lished, to strengthen its links with other
relevant regional and global climate-study
organizations and to focus on the practi-
cal application of information regarding El
Niño in such areas as disaster prepared-
ness, agriculture, health, tourism, water
and energy;
6. Requests the Secretary-General to
continue to promote the full implementa-
tion of its resolutions 52/200 and 53/185
as an integral part of the agreed arrange-
ments after the conclusion of the Interna-
tional Decade for Natural Disaster Reduc-
tion;
7. Also requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral to submit to the General Assembly at
its fifty-fifth session, through the Commis-
sion on Sustainable Development at its
eighth session and the Economic and
Social Council at its substantive session
of 2000, a report on the implementation of
the present resolution, under the agenda
item entitled “Environment and sustain-
able development”. ❐

8 Official Records of the Economic and Social
Council, 1999, Supplement No. 9 (E/1999/29).

54/221
Convention on Biological

Diversity*
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 53/190 of 15
December 1998 on the Convention on
Biological Diversity and other relevant

resolutions relating to the Convention,
Recalling also the provisions of the

Convention on Biological Diversity,1

Reaffirming that the conservation of
biological diversity is a common concern
of humankind,

Recalling that States have, in accord-
ance with the Charter of the United Na-
tions and the principles of international
law, the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environ-
mental policies and the responsibility to
ensure that activities within their jurisdic-
tion or control do not cause damage to
the environment of other States or of ar-
eas beyond the limits of national jurisdic-
tion,

Recalling Agenda 21,2 in particular
its chapter 15 on the conservation of bio-
logical diversity and related chapters,

Having considered the report of the
Executive Secretary of the Convention on
Biological Diversity as submitted by the
Secretary-General to the General Assem-
bly,3

Deeply concerned about the contin-
ued loss of the world’s biological diversity,
and, on the basis of the provisions of the
Convention, reaffirming the commitment
to the conservation of biological diversity,
the sustainable use of its components and
the fair and equitable sharing of benefits
arising out of the utilization of genetic re-
sources, including by appropriate access
to genetic resources and appropriate
transfer of relevant technologies, taking
into account all rights over those re-
sources and to technologies, and by ap-
propriate funding,

Recognizing the contribution of indig-
enous and local communities, and women
within those communities, to the conser-
vation and sustainable use of biological
resources,

Recalling the decisions adopted by
the Conference of the Parties to the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity at its fourth
meeting4 relating to intellectual property
rights, traditional knowledge and the rela-
tionship of the Convention with other in-
ternational agreements,

Noting the continuing dialogue tak-
ing place in the Committee on Trade and
Environment of the World Trade Organi-

zation on the provisions of the Agreement
on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights,5

Encouraged by the work carried out
to date under the Convention, and satis-
fied that most States and one regional
economic integration organization have
ratified the Convention,

Noting with appreciation the gener-
ous offer of the Government of Kenya to
host the fifth meeting of the Conference
of the Parties, which will be held at Nai-
robi from 15–26 May 2000,

Recalling its invitation to the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity to report to the General
Assembly on the result of future meetings
of the Conference of the Parties,
1. Notes the results of the fourth meet-
ing of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity, held
at Bratislava from 4–16 May 1998;6

2. Recognizes the importance of the
inter-sessional efforts of the Conference
of the Parties since its fourth meeting to
improve the effectiveness of the opera-
tions of the Convention;
3. Reaffirms the importance of the de-
cision of the fourth meeting of the Confer-
ence of the Parties on the adoption of the
programmes of work and the thematic
approach to guide its work in the devel-
opment of the Convention for the foresee-
able future, including its in-depth consid-
eration of ecosystems;
4. Calls upon Governments, in coop-
eration with the Conference of the Par-
ties, to use science-based analysis to
study and monitor closely the evolution of
new technologies to prevent possible ad-
verse effects on the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity,
which might have an impact on farmers
and local communities;
5. Recognizes the importance of the
adoption of a protocol on biosafety at the
resumed session of the extraordinary
meeting of the Conference of the Parties,
to be held at Montreal, Canada, from 24–
28 January 2000, and calls upon States
participating in the negotiations on a pro-
tocol on biosafety to work constructively
to bring this process to a satisfactory con-
clusion;
6. Welcomes decision IV/15, adopted
by the Conference of the Parties at its
fourth meeting, in which the Conference
of the Parties stressed the need to ensure
consistency in implementing the Conven-
tion and World Trade Organization agree-
ments, including the Agreement on Trade-

* Report  A/54/588/Add.3.
1 See United Nations Environment Program-
me, Convention on Biological Diversity (Environ-
mental Law and Institution Programme Activity
Centre) June 1992.
2 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigenda), vol. I:  Reso-
lutions adopted by the Conference, resolution 1,
annex II.
3 A/54/428, annex.
4 See UNEP/CBD/COP/4/27, annex.

5 See Legal Instruments Embodying the Re-
sults of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade
Negotiations, Marrakesh, 15 April 1994 (GATT
secretariat publication, Sales No. GATT/1994-7).
6 See UNEP/CBD/COP/4/27, annex.
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related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights,7 with a view to promoting increas-
ed mutual supportiveness and integration
of biological diversity concerns and the
protection of intellectual property rights;
7. Reaffirms paragraph 10 of decision
IV/15, in which the Conference of the Par-
ties emphasized that further work is re-
quired to help develop a common appre-
ciation of the relationship between intel-
lectual property rights and the relevant
provisions of the Agreement on Trade-re-
lated Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights and the Convention on Biological
Diversity, in particular on issues relating
to technology transfer and conservation
and sustainable use of biological diversity
and the fair and equitable sharing of ben-
efits arising out of the use of genetic re-
sources, including the protection of knowl-
edge, innovations and practices of indig-
enous and local communities embodying
traditional lifestyles relevant for the con-
servation and sustainable use of biologi-
cal diversity;
8. Notes the fourth meeting of the Sub-
sidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice of the Conference of
the Parties,8 including its recommendation
IV/5 on the consequences of the use of
the new technology for the control of plant
gene expression for the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity;
9. Stresses the importance of the im-
plementation of the Convention at all lev-
els, including through the preparation and
implementation of national strategies,
plans and programmes, taking into ac-
count the need for financial resources to
support the implementation activities, in
particular those of developing countries,
in accordance with the provisions of the
Convention and the decisions of the Con-
ference of the Parties;
10. Encourages those States that have
not yet ratified the Convention to do so as
soon as possible;
11. Notes the meeting of the Panel of
Experts on Access and Benefit-sharing,
established in accordance with decision
IV/8, adopted by the Conference of the
Parties at its fourth meeting;
12. Recognizes the importance of na-
tional action to conserve biological diver-
sity in many habitats, including forests,
wetlands and coastal areas, in accord-
ance with the relevant provisions of the
Convention, in particular article 8, and the
need to mobilize national and international
support for such national actions;

13. Welcomes the offer of Spain to host,
at Seville in March 2000, the first meeting
of the Open-ended Inter-Sessional Work-
ing Group on article 8 (j) of the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity regarding the
traditional knowledge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and local commu-
nities, and encourages Governments to
include representatives of indigenous and
local communities on their delegations to
that meeting;
14. Recognizes the utility of information
exchange, and encourages the develop-
ment of biodiversity information networks
at national, regional and international lev-
els by way of the clearing-house mecha-
nism;
15. Encourages the conferences of the
parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity and the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in those Countries Experi-
encing Serious Drought and/or Desertifi-
cation, particularly in Africa, to further
examine appropriate opportunities and
measures to strengthen their complemen-
tarities and improve scientific assess-
ments of ecological linkages between the
three conventions;
16. Encourages the secretariats of vari-
ous environmental and environment-re-
lated conventions and other international
organizations, with full respect for the sta-
tus of the respective convention secretari-
ats and the autonomous decision-making
prerogatives of the conferences of the par-
ties to the conventions concerned, to
strengthen cooperation with a view to fa-
cilitating progress in their implementation
at the international, regional and national
levels;
17. Invites all funding institutions and
bilateral and multilateral donors, as well
as regional funding institutions and non-
governmental organizations, to cooperate
with the secretariat of the Convention in
the implementation of the programme of
work;
18. Calls upon States parties to the Con-
vention to settle urgently any arrears and
to pay their contributions in full and in a
timely manner so as to ensure continuity
in the cash flows required to finance the
ongoing work of the Conference of the
Parties, the subsidiary bodies and the
Convention secretariat;
19. Invites the Executive Secretary of
the Convention on Biological Diversity
to report to the General Assembly on
the ongoing work regarding the Conven-
tion;
20. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the sub-
item entitled “Convention on Biological
Diversity”. ❐

54/222
Protection of global climate

for present and future genera-
tions of mankind*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 50/115 of 20

December 1995, 51/184 of 16 December
1996 and 52/199 of 18 December 1997
and other relevant resolutions relating to
the protection of global climate for present
and future generations of mankind,

Noting with satisfaction that most
States and one regional economic inte-
gration organization have ratified or ac-
ceded to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change,1

Noting that, to date, the Kyoto Proto-
col to the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change2 has attracted
sixteen ratifications, and encouraging nec-
essary action to facilitate the entry into
force of the Kyoto Protocol at the earliest
possible date,

Expressing its deep appreciation to
the Government of Argentina for hosting
the fourth session of the Conference of
the Parties to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change,
which culminated in the adoption of the
Buenos Aires Plan of Action,3

Noting that the fifth session of the
Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change was held at Bonn, Germany,
from 25 October to 5 November 1999,

Taking note of decision 1/CP.5 adopted
by the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention at its fifth session, stressing
the importance of a successful outcome
to the sixth session of the Conference of
the Parties, in particular in reaching deci-
sions on the early and full implementa-
tion of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action,
and welcoming, in that decision, the agree-
ment to an intensified process of negotia-
tions leading to the sixth session of the
Conference of the Parties,

Welcoming the generous offer of the
Government of the Netherlands to host
the sixth session of the Conference of the
Parties, and urging the Parties to under-
take thorough preparations to advance
progress at that session,

Taking note of the decision of the
Conference of the Parties at its fifth ses-
sion to approve the continuation of the in-
stitutional linkage of the Convention sec-
retariat to the United Nations, subject to
review not later than 31 December 2001,

7 See Legal Instruments Embodying the Re-
sults of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade
Negotiations, Marrakesh, 15 April 1994 (GATT
secretariat publication, Sales No. GATT/1994-7).
8 See UNEP/CBD/COP/5/2.

* Report  A/54/588/Add.4.
1 A/AC.237/18 (Part II)/Add. 1 and Corr. 1, an-
nex I.
2 FCCC/CP/1997/7/Add. 1, decision 1/CP.3.
3 FCCC/CP/1998/16/Add. 1, decision 1/CP.4.
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in consultation with the Secretary-General,
with a view to making such modifications
as may be desirable by both parties,

Taking note also of the decision of
the Conference of the Parties whereby the
General Assembly is invited to decide at
its fifty-fourth session on the issue of meet-
ing the Convention’s conference-servicing
expenses from its regular budget, taking
into account the views expressed by Mem-
ber States,

Noting the oral report of the Secre-
tary-General and the advice on the con-
tinuation of the institutional linkage of the
Convention secretariat to the United Na-
tions,

Noting also that, by paragraph 9 of
General Assembly resolution 50/115, the
Secretary-General was requested to make
the necessary arrangements to include in
the calendar of conferences and meetings
for the biennium 1998–1999 those ses-
sions of the Conference of the Parties and
its subsidiary bodies that the Conference
may need to convene in that period,
1. Encourages Member States that
have not ratified or acceded to the Kyoto
Protocol to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change4 to do so
with a view to bringing it into force;
2. Calls upon all States parties to con-
tinue to take effective steps to implement
their commitments under the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate
Change,5 in accordance with the princi-
ple of common but differentiated respon-
sibilities;
3. Encourages all countries to work
constructively towards advancing the work
necessary for the timely entry into force
of the Kyoto Protocol and its implementa-
tion;
4. Approves the continuation of the in-
stitutional linkage of the Convention sec-
retariat to the United Nations, as advised
by the Secretary-General and approved
by the Conference of the Parties at its fifth
session;
5. Encourages the Conferences of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity6 and the
United Nations Convention to Combat De-
sertification in those Countries Experienc-
ing Serious Drought and/or Desertifica-
tion,7 particularly in Africa, to further ex-
amine appropriate opportunities and meas-
ures to pool their knowledge and improve

scientific assessments of ecological link-
ages between the three conventions;
6. Encourages the secretariats of vari-
ous environmental and environment-re-
lated conventions and other international
organizations, with full respect for the sta-
tus of the respective convention secretari-
ats and the autonomous decision-making
prerogatives of the conferences of the par-
ties of the conventions concerned, to

strengthen cooperation with a view to fa-
cilitating progress in their implementation
at international, regional and national lev-
els;
7. Requests the Secretary-General to
review the functioning of this institutional
linkage not later than 31 December 2001,
in consultation with the Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, with a
view to making such modifications as may
be considered desirable by both parties,
and to report thereon to the General As-
sembly;
8. Decides to include in the calendar
of conferences and meetings for the bien-
nium 2000–2001 the sessions of the Con-
ference of the Parties and its subsidiary
bodies envisaged for that biennium, in
accordance with the decisions adopted by
the Conference of the Parties;
9. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the sub-
item entitled “Protection of global climate
for present and future generations of man-
kind”. ❐

54/223
Implementation of the United

Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in Those Coun-

tries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification,

particularly in Africa*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 53/191 of 15

December 1998 and other relevant reso-

lutions relating to the United Nations Con-
vention to Combat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought
and/or Desertification, particularly in Af-
rica,

Noting with satisfaction that, as indi-
cated in paragraph 19 of its resolution 52/
198 of 18 December 1997, the second
session of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention was held at Dakar from
30 November to 11 December 1998,

Expressing its deep appreciation to
the Government of Senegal for the gen-
erous manner in which it hosted and pro-
vided facilities for the second session of
the Conference of the Parties,

Expressing its deep appreciation also
to the Government of Brazil for its gener-
ous offer to host the third session of the
Conference of the Parties,

Welcoming the allocation of addi-
tional resources to the Global Mechanism
by the Conference of the Parties at its third
session,

Looking forward to the continued
efforts of the Conference of the Parties
and its subsidiary bodies in addressing
desertification, land degradation and
drought issues,

Acknowledging that desertification
and drought are problems of a global di-
mension in that they affect all regions of
the world and that joint action of the inter-
national community is needed to combat
desertification and/or mitigate the effects
of drought,

Stressing the need, inter alia, to in-
tegrate strategies for poverty eradication
into efforts to combat desertification and/
or mitigate the effects of drought,

Noting with satisfaction that an in-
creasing number of countries and one re-
gional economic integration organization
have ratified or acceded to the Convention,

Having considered the report of the
Secretary-General on the outcome of the
second session of the Conference of the
Parties and on the implementation of Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 53/191,1

1. Welcomes the convening of the third
session of the Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Convention to Com-
bat Desertification in Those Countries
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa, at
Recife, Brazil, from 15 to 26 November
1999;
2. Calls upon all States and other ac-
tors to contribute effectively to the suc-
cessful outcome of the third session of
the Conference of the Parties;
3. Also calls upon all remaining coun-
tries that are not yet parties to the Con-

4 FCCC/CP/1997/7/Add. 1, decision 1/CP.3.
5 A/AC/237/18 (Part II/Add. 1 and Corr. 1,
annex I.
6 See United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme, Convention on Biological Diversity (En-
vironmental Law and Institution Programme Ac-
tivity Centre), June 1992.
7 A/49/84/Add.2, annex, appendix II.

* Report: A/54/588/Add.5.
1 A/54/96.

Courtesy: FAZ
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vention to ratify or accede to the Conven-
tion as soon as possible;
4. Emphasizes the importance of im-
plementing the provisions of the Conven-
tion at all levels, including the general pro-
visions and obligations of affected and
developed countries;
5. Notes with satisfaction that the Con-
vention secretariat was relocated to Bonn
at the end of January 1999 and that it has
begun functioning as the permanent sec-
retariat of the Convention;
6. Notes that the Global Mechanism
started its activities early in 1999, that it
has not yet begun to fully support, inter
alia, enabling activities under the Conven-
tion, and that resources have been made
available to it, and invites the Global
Mechanism to effectively develop all its
activities and support under the Conven-
tion;
7. Also notes the decision of the Con-
ference of the Parties at its third session
related to the first review of policies, op-
erational modalities and activities of the
Global Mechanism, and, in this context,
urges donors, international organizations
and the Global Mechanism, within its
mandate, to support the preparation of
national reports;
8. Welcomes the steps being taken by
affected developing country parties, with
the assistance of international organiza-
tions, to implement the Convention and
the efforts being made to promote the
participation of all actors of society in the
elaboration of national, regional and sub-
regional action programmes to combat
desertification;
9. Also welcomes the efforts made by
affected African country parties, devel-
oped country parties, international organi-
zations and non-governmental organiza-
tions to produce and submit reports for
consideration by the Conference of the
Parties at its third session;
10. Requests the Global Mechanism, in
conformity with the provisions of the Con-
vention and the relevant decisions taken
by the Conference of the Parties at its first,
second and third sessions, to effectively
carry out its mandate of assisting affected
developing country parties in the imple-
mentation of the Convention;
11. Calls upon the secretariat of the
Convention and the Global Mechanism to
cooperate fully in carrying out their activi-
ties as provided for in their respective
mandates;
12. Welcomes the financial support al-
ready provided on a voluntary basis by
some countries, and urges Governments,
the private sector and all relevant organi-
zations, including non-governmental or-
ganizations, to make or continue to make
voluntary contributions to the Global

Mechanism to enable it to effectively and
fully implement its mandate;
13. Also welcomes the contributions
paid by some country parties, and calls
upon all parties that have not done so to
pay promptly and in full the contributions
required for the core budget of the Con-
vention envisaged in the financial rules of
the Conference of the Parties,2 so as to
ensure continuity in the cash flow required
to finance the ongoing work of the Con-
ference, the subsidiary bodies, the per-
manent secretariat and the Global Mecha-
nism;
14. Further welcomes the initial contri-
bution made by the International Fund for
Agricultural Development to the Special
Resources for the Convention to Combat
Desertification Finance Account, and in-
vites the Fund to make available as soon
as possible the remaining balance to the
Account, in conformity with its pledge
made at the first session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties in Rome;
15. Invites all other relevant organiza-
tions and programmes, in particular the
United Nations Development Programme,
the World Bank and other members of the
Facilitation Committee of the Global
Mechanism, to also make contributions to
enable the Global Mechanism to success-
fully support the implementation of the
Convention;
16. Notes with satisfaction that the Sec-
retary-General, in conformity with para-
graph 11 of General Assembly resolution
52/198, closed, on 31 December 1998,
the Trust Fund and the Special Voluntary
Fund established under the provisions of
General Assembly resolution 47/188 of 22
December 1992 and transferred the
amounts remaining in the Trust Fund and
the Special Voluntary Fund, respectively,
to the Supplementary Fund and the Spe-
cial Fund established on 1 January 1999
in accordance with relevant paragraphs of
the financial rules of the Conference of
the Parties;
17. Calls upon Governments, multilat-
eral financial institutions, regional devel-
opment banks, regional economic integra-
tion organizations and all other interested
organizations, as well as non-governmen-
tal organizations and the private sector,
to contribute generously to the General
Fund, the Supplementary Fund and the
Special Fund, in accordance with the rel-
evant paragraphs of the financial rules of
the Conference of the Parties;
18. Decides to include in the calendar
of conferences and meetings for the bi-
ennium 2000–2001 the sessions of the
Conference of the Parties and its subsidi-

ary bodies, including the fourth and fifth
ordinary sessions of the Conference of the
Parties and meetings of its subsidiary
bodies;
19. Notes with appreciation that some
affected developing countries and one
region have adopted their national and
regional action programmes, and there-
fore calls upon the international commu-
nity to contribute to the implementation of
those programmes through, inter alia, the
conclusion of partnership agreements,
relevant bilateral and multilateral coopera-
tion programmes that are available to im-
plement the Convention and contributions
from non-governmental organizations and
the private sector;
20. Invites affected developing countries
that have not yet adopted their national
action programmes and, where appropri-
ate, regional and subregional action pro-
grammes, to accelerate the process of
elaboration and adoption of their action
programmes with a view to finalizing them
no later than the end of 2000;
21. Calls upon the international commu-
nity, in particular the developed countries
and the United Nations system, and in-
vites the multilateral financial institutions,
the private sector and all other interested
actors to support the efforts of affected
developing countries in the processes of
elaborating and implementing action pro-
grammes to combat desertification, in-
cluding, as appropriate, interregional pro-
grammes and platforms of cooperation by
providing them with financial resources
and other forms of assistance;
22. Welcomes the progress made in pro-
ducing a draft additional regional imple-
mentation annex to the Convention for the
countries of Eastern and Central Europe
with a view to adopting it at the fourth ses-
sion of the Conference of the Parties, and
invites those countries to continue their
efforts towards acceding to the Conven-
tion;
23. Encourages the conferences of the
parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity and the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in Those Countries Expe-
riencing Serious Drought and/or Deserti-
fication, particularly in Africa, to further
examine appropriate opportunities and
measures to strengthen the complemen-
tarities and improve scientific assess-
ments of ecological links among the three
conventions;
24. Also encourages the secretariats of
various environmental and environment-
related conventions and other interna-
tional organizations, with full respect for
the statutes of the respective convention
secretariats and the autonomous deci-

2 ICCD/COP(1)/11/Add.1, decision 2/COP.1,
annex, paras. 7-11.
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sion-making prerogatives of the confer-
ences of the parties to the conventions
concerned, to strengthen cooperation with
a view to facilitating progress in their im-
plementation at international, regional,
subregional and national levels;
25. Requests the Secretary-General to
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-
fifth session on the implementation of the
present resolution, as well as on the out-
come of the third session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties;
26. Reminds the States parties to the
Convention that, in accordance with Gen-
eral Assembly decision 52/445 of 18 De-
cember 1997, beginning in 2000, the con-
ferences of the parties to the conventions
signed at the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development or es-
tablished as a result of the Conference,
as well as other conventions relating to
sustainable development, shall take all
appropriate measures to avoid convening
their sessions and those of their subsidi-
ary bodies during the sessions of the
General Assembly;
27. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the sub-
item entitled “Implementation of the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertifi-
cation in Those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
particularly in Africa”. ❐

54/224
Implementation of the out-
come of the Global Confer-

ence on the Sustainable
Development of Small Island

Developing States*

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 49/122 of 19

December 1994 on the Global Conference
on the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States,

Recalling also its resolutions 51/183
of 16 December 1996, 52/202 of 18 De-
cember 1997 and 53/189 of 15 Decem-
ber 1998,

Recognizing that small island devel-
oping States face special challenges and
vulnerabilities of both an environmental
and economic nature in their efforts to
achieve sustainable development,

Recalling the Declaration1 and review
document2 adopted at the twenty-second
special session of the General Assembly,

Noting the significant efforts being
made at the national and regional levels

and the need for them to be supplemented
by effective financial support from the in-
ternational community,

Bearing in mind the over 300 projects
that were presented for financing within
the context of the implementation of the
Programme of Action for the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing
States3 at the meeting of representatives
of donors of small island developing States
held in New York from 24 to 26 February
1999,4

1. Reiterates the significance of the
effective implementation of the Declara-
tion5 and review document6 adopted at the
twenty-second special session of the
General Assembly;
2. Requests the Secretary-General to
transmit the Declaration and review docu-
ment to the various organs of the United
Nations system and the regional commis-
sions and organizations, taking into ac-
count the areas identified in the review
document for priority action, and urges
them to take the action necessary for fur-
ther implementation and effective follow-
up;
3. Calls upon Governments, the re-
gional commissions and organizations
and other intergovernmental organizations
to support the efforts of the small island
developing States, taking into account
those areas identified in the review docu-
ment for priority action, and urges them
to take the action necessary for the fur-
ther implementation and effective follow-
up of the Programme of Action for the Sus-
tainable Development of Small Island
Developing States;7

4. Calls upon all stakeholders, in par-
ticular local communities, non-governmen-
tal organizations and the private sector,
to take the action necessary for the fur-
ther implementation and effective follow-
up of the Programme of Action;
5. Emphasizes the need for the provi-
sion of resources for the further implemen-
tation of the Programme of Action;
6. Urges all relevant organizations to
finalize, preferably before the end of 2000,
the work on the development of a vulner-

ability index, in particular for the small is-
land developing States, which would as-
sist in defining the vulnerability of those
States and in identifying the challenges
to their sustainable development, for con-
sideration by the Economic and Social
Council and the General Assembly at the
appropriate time;
7. Welcomes the acknowledgement by
the Committee on Development Policy that
the concept of vulnerability should be in-
cluded explicitly in the identification crite-
ria for the least developed countries,8 and
notes the ongoing discussions on the new
criteria proposed by the Committee;
8. Calls upon the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development to give
substantive consideration in its work to the
Declaration and review document, includ-
ing in its preparations for its tenth session;
9. Invites the Commission on Sustain-
able Development to consider in its work
programme, as appropriate, matters re-
lating to the further implementation of the
Programme of Action, bearing in mind the
outcome of the twenty-second special
session of the General Assembly;9

10. Decides to include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session, under the
item entitled “Environment and Sustain-
able Development”, the sub-item entitled
“Further implementation of the Program-
me of Action for the Sustainable Develop-
ment of Small Island Developing States”;
11. Requests the Secretary-General to
submit to it at its fifty-fifth session a re-
port on the implementation of the present
resolution. ❐

8 See Official Records of the Economic and
Social Council, 1999, Supplement No. 13 (E/
1999/33), chap. I.C.
9 See Official Records of the General Assem-
bly, Twenty-second Special Session, Supplement
No. 3 (A/S-22/9/Rev.1).

54/225
Promoting an integrated

management approach to the
Caribbean Sea area in the

context of  sustainable devel-
opment*

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the principles and com-

mitments enshrined in the Rio Declara-
tion on Environment and Development1

adopted by the United Nations Conference

3 Report of the Global Conference on the Sus-
tainable Development of Small Island Develop-
ing States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April to 6
May 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.94.I.18 and corrigenda), chap.I, resolution
1, annex II.
4 See A/S-22/4.
5 See Resolution S-22/2, annex.
6 Ibid.
7 Report of the Global Conference on the Sus-
tainable Development of Small Island Develop-
ing States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April to 6
May 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.94.I.18 and corrigenda), chap. I, Resolution 1,
annex II.

* Report:  A/54/588/Add.6.
1 See resolution S-22/2, annex.
2 Ibid.

* Report  A/54/588/Add.6.
1 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by
the Conference (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution
1, annex I.
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on Environment and Development in
1992, and the principles embodied in
the Declaration of Barbados2 and Pro-
gramme of Action3 adopted by the Glo-
bal Conference on the Sustainable De-
velopment of Small Island Developing
States in 1994, as well as other relevant
declarations and international instru-
ments,

Recalling the Declaration and re-
view document4 adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly at its twenty-second spe-
cial session,

Recalling also the relevant work
done by the International Maritime Or-
ganization,

Taking into account all other rel-
evant resolutions adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly,

Reaffirming the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea5 and em-
phasizing the fundamental character of
the Convention,

Taking note of the Cartagena Con-
vention for the Protection and Develop-
ment of the Marine Environment of the
Wider Caribbean Region of 1983, which
contains the definition of the wider Car-
ibbean region of which the Caribbean
Sea is part,

Considering that the Caribbean Sea
area includes a large number of States,
countries and territories, most of which
are developing countries and small is-
land developing States which are eco-
logically fragile and economically vulner-
able and also affected by, inter alia, their
limited capacity, narrow resource base,
need for financial resources, social prob-
lems, high levels of poverty and the chal-
lenges and opportunities of globaliza-
tion,

Considering also that the Carib-
bean Sea area, nearly all of which is
separated from the open ocean by ei-
ther continental or insular land masses,
is characterized by a unique biodiver-
sity and highly fragile ecosystems, such
as the second largest coral reef system
in the world, the heavy reliance of most
States, countries and territories on their
coastal areas and the marine environ-
ment in general to achieve their sustain-
able development needs and goals, the

number and interlocking character of the
maritime areas under national sover-
eignty and jurisdiction, which present a
challenge to the effective management
of resources, the intensive use of the
Caribbean Sea area for maritime trans-
portation and, notwithstanding the in-
crease in the number of regulatory meas-
ures, the threat of pollution from ship-
generated waste and from the release
of hazardous and noxious substances
in violation of relevant international rules
and standards,

Emphasizing that the Caribbean
countries have a high degree of vulner-
ability occasioned by climate change
and variability, associated phenomena,
such as the rise in sea level, the El Niño
Southern Oscillation phenomenon and
the increase in the frequency and in-
tensity of natural disasters caused by
hurricanes, floods and droughts, and
that they are also subject to natural dis-
asters, such as those caused by volca-
noes, tsunamis and earthquakes,

Mindful of the strong interaction and
competition among socio-economic ac-
tivities in the countries of the region for
the use of the coastal areas and the
marine environment and their resources,

Mindful also of the efforts made by
the Caribbean countries to address, in
a more holistic manner, the sectoral is-
sues relating to the management of the
Caribbean Sea and in so doing to pro-
mote an integrated management ap-
proach to the Caribbean Sea in the con-
text of sustainable development,

Noting the efforts of Caribbean coun-
tries, within the framework of the Asso-
ciation of Caribbean States, to develop
further and seek recognition of the con-
cept of the Caribbean Sea as an area
of special importance in the context of
sustainable development,

Cognizant of the importance of the
Caribbean Sea area to present and fu-
ture generations and its importance to
the heritage, continuing economic well-
being and sustenance of people living
in the area, and the urgent need for the
countries of the region to take appro-
priate steps for its preservation and pro-
tection, with the support of the interna-
tional community,

Noting the problem of marine pol-
lution caused, inter alia, by land-based
sources in the Caribbean Sea area
1. Recognizes the importance of
adopting an integrated management ap-
proach to the Caribbean Sea area in the
context of sustainable development;
2. Encourages the further develop-
ment of the integrated management ap-
proach to the Caribbean Sea area in the
context of sustainable development, which

will include environmental, economic,
social, legal and institutional elements
and will take into account the experience
gained, as well as the provisions of
Agenda 21,6 the Programme of Action
for the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States,7 the outcome
of the twenty-second special session of
the General Assembly and the work of
the Commission on Sustainable Devel-
opment, and in conformity with relevant
international law, including the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea;8

3. Calls upon the Caribbean coun-
tries to develop further an integrated
management approach to the Carib-
bean Sea area in the context of sus-
tainable development;
4. Also calls upon the international
community and the United Nations sys-
tem, in particular the relevant agencies,
actively to support efforts to develop fur-
ther and implement the above-men-
tioned approach;
5. Further calls upon Member States
to give priority to improving their emer-
gency response capabilities and to in-
creasing their participation in existing
mechanisms so as to allow for a timely,
effective and coordinated response to
natural disasters and for the contain-
ment of environmental damage in the
Caribbean Sea area in the event of an
accident or incident relating to maritime
transport;
6. Invites all parties concerned to take
action, as appropriate, to address land-
based sources of marine pollution;
7. Requests the Secretary-General
to report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-fifth session, under the sub-item
entitled “Further implementation of the
Programme of Action for the Sustain-
able Development of Small Island De-
veloping States” of the item entitled
“Environment and Sustainable Develop-
ment”, on the implementation of the present
resolution, taking into account the views
expressed by relevant regional organi-
zations. ❐

2 Report of the Global Conference on the Sus-
tainable Development of Small Island Develop-
ing States, Bridgetown,  Barbados, 25 April to 6
May 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.94.I.18 and corrigenda), chap. I, resolution 1,
annex I.
3 Ibid., annex II.
4 See resolution S-22/2, annex.
5 Official Records of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, vol. XVII
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3),
document A/CONF.62/122.

6 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by
the Conference (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), Resolution
1, annex II.
7 Report of the Global Conference on the Sus-
tainable Development of Small Island Develop-
ing States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April to 6
May 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.94.I.18 and corrigenda),  Chap. I, resolution 1,
annex II.
8 Official Records of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, vol. XVII
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3),
document A/CONF.62/122.


