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UNISPACE III

Vienna Declaration on
Space and Human Development*

The States participating in the Third
United Nations Conference on the Explo-
ration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(UNISPACE III), held in Vienna from 19 to
30 July 1999,

I.

Reaffirming the aims and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations, the
principles of international law and the rel-
evant resolutions of the General Assem-
bly,

Having in mind that humans have al-
ways gazed at the sky with wonder and
that from such was born the curiosity that
drove early astronomers to study the
movements of celestial bodies, from which
the foundations of modern space science
and technology were laid,

Recognizing the importance of space
science and space applications for the
fundamental knowledge of the universe,
education, health, environmental monitor-
ing, management of natural resources,
disaster management, meteorological
forecasting and climate modelling, satel-
lite navigation and communications, and
the major contribution that space science
and technology make to the well-being of
humanity and specifically to economic,
social and cultural development,

Considering that space transcends
national boundaries and interests, permit-
ting the development of global solutions
to address common challenges and pro-
viding a vantage point from which to view
planet Earth,

Noting the positive developments in
international relations since the Second
United Nations Conference on the Explo-
ration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
held in Vienna from 9 to 21 August 1982,1

Reaffirming the common interest of all
humanity in the progress of the explora-
tion and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes, and convinced of the need to
prevent an arms race in outer space as

an essential condition for the promotion
of international cooperation in this regard,

Recognizing that outer space should
be the province of all humankind, to be
utilized for peaceful purposes and in the
interests of maintaining international
peace and security, in accordance with
international law and as proclaimed in the
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activi-
ties of States in the Exploration and Use
of Outer Space, including the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies,2

Reaffirming General Assembly reso-
lution 51/122 of 13 December 1996, enti-
tled Declaration on International Coopera-
tion in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space for the Benefit and in the Interest
of All States, Taking into Particular Ac-
count the Needs of Developing Countries.3

Recognizing that the orderly conduct
of space activities is beneficial to all coun-
tries, whether or not they have already
become active in space research or have
started to utilize space applications, and
that active support for space activities is
expressed in the observance by States
and by international organizations of the
provisions of the outer space treaties,

Noting with satisfaction that the United
Nations conferences on the exploration
and peaceful uses of outer space were
held in Vienna in 1968 and in 1982, lead-
ing to many new initiatives, including the
creation of the United Nations Programme
on Space Applications and the establish-
ment of regional centres for space science
and technology education, affiliated to the
United Nations, which are contributing to
a better understanding of space technol-
ogy and to capacity-building in the utiliza-
tion of space technology at the local level
for social and economic development,

Noting the benefits and applications
of space technologies in addressing the
unprecedented challenges to sustainable
development, and noting also the effec-
tiveness of space instruments for dealing
with the challenges posed by the pollu-
tion of the environment, depletion of natu-
ral resources, loss of biodiversity and the
effects of natural and anthropogenic dis-
asters,

Recognizing that significant changes
have occurred in the structure and con-
tent of world space activity, as reflected
in the increasing number of participants
in space activities at all levels and the
growing contribution of the private sector
in the promotion and implementation of
space activities,

Recognizing also that the use of
space technology should accord with the
principles set out in Agenda 214 for the
benefit of all nations and peoples and that
its applications should extend to the de-
veloping countries,

Recognizing further the role played in
recent years in the field of space by the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, as well as the role of States in the
formulation of policies and implementa-
tion of international cooperation,

Realizing that the above-mentioned
challenges can be met for the benefit of
all humanity by considering the mutual
interests of all parties, sharing space
knowledge and resources, coordinating
missions and projects between interested
States and strengthening international
cooperation in the exploration and peace-
ful uses of outer space,

Convinced that efforts should be un-
dertaken to facilitate substantive joint
projects between “space-faring” and non-
“space-faring” countries as well as among
developing countries, which could result
in the undertaking of projects that are
beyond the means of individual countries,

Taking note with satisfaction of the
valuable contributions of participants of
the Technical Forum and Space Genera-
tion Forum to the work of UNISPACE III,

Declare the following as the nucleus
of a strategy to address global challenges
in the future:

i. Protecting the Earth’s environment
and managing its resources

Action should be taken:
(a) To develop a comprehensive, world-
wide, environmental monitoring strategy
for long-term global observations by build-
ing on existing space and ground capa-
bilities, through the coordination of the

* A/CONF.184/6, adopted by the Conference
at its 10th plenary meeting, on 30 July 1999  (see
EPL 29 (5) p. 209).
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activities of various entities and organi-
zations involved in such efforts;
(b) To improve the management of the
Earth’s natural resources by increasing
and facilitating the research and opera-
tional use of remote sensing data, enhanc-
ing the coordination of remote sensing
systems, and increasing access to, and
affordability of, imagery;
(c) To develop and implement the Inte-
grated Global Observing Strategy so as
to enable access to and the use of space-
based and other Earth observation data;
(d) To enhance weather and climate fore-
casting by expanding international coop-
eration in the field of meteorological sat-
ellite applications;
(e) To ensure, to the extent possible, that
all space activities, in particular those
which may have harmful effects on the
local and global environment, are carried
out in a manner that limits such effects,
and to take appropriate measures to
achieve that objective;

ii. Using space applications for human
security, development and welfare

Action should be taken:
(a) To improve public health services by
expanding and coordinating space-based
services for tele-medicine and for control-
ling infectious diseases;
(b) To implement an integrated, global
system, especially through international
cooperation, to manage
natural disaster mitiga-
tion, relief and preven-
tion efforts, especially,
of an international na-
ture, through Earth ob-
servation, communica-
tions and other space-
based services, making
maximum use of exist-
ing capabilities and fill-
ing gaps in worldwide
satellite coverage;
(c) To promote literacy
and enhance rural edu-
cation by improving and
coordinating educa-
tional programmes and
satellite-related infra-
structures;
(d) To improve knowledge-sharing by
giving more importance to the promotion
of universal access to space-based com-
munications services and by devising ef-
ficient policies, infrastructures, standards
and applications development projects;
(e) To improve the efficiency and secu-
rity of transport, search and rescue, ge-
odesy and other activities by promoting
the enhancement of, universal access to
and compatibility of space-based naviga-
tion and positioning systems;

(f) To assist States, especially develop-
ing countries, in applying the results of
space research with a view to promoting
the sustainable development of all peo-
ples;

iii. Advancing scientific knowledge of
space and protecting the space environ-
ment

Action should be taken:
(a) To improve the scientific knowledge
of near and outer space by promoting
cooperative activities in such areas as
astronomy, space biology and medicine,
space physics, the study of near-Earth
objects and planetary exploration;
(b) To improve the protection of the near
and outer space environments through
further research in and implementation of
mitigation measures for space debris;
(c) To improve the international coordi-
nation of activities related to near-Earth
objects, harmonizing the worldwide efforts
directed at identification, follow-up obser-
vation and orbit prediction, while at the
same time giving consideration to devel-
oping a common strategy that would in-
clude future activities related to near-Earth
objects;
(d) To protect the near and outer space
environments through further research on
designs, safety measures and procedures
associated with the use of nuclear power
sources in outer space;

(e) To ensure that all
users of space con-
sider the possible con-
sequences of their ac-
tivities, whether ongo-
ing or planned, before
further irreversible ac-
tions are taken affect-
ing future utilization of
near-Earth space or
outer space, especially
in areas such as as-
tronomy, Earth obser-
vation and remote
sensing, as well as glo-
bal positioning and
navigation systems,
which have already be-
come areas of concern

because of the pollution of the electromag-
netic spectrum by unwanted emissions;

iv. Enhancing education and training
opportunities and ensuring public aware-
ness of the importance of space activi-
ties

Action should be taken:
(a) To enhance capacity-building through
the development of human and budget-
ary resources, training and professional
development of teachers and exchange
of teaching methods, materials and ex-

perience, infrastructures and policy regu-
lations;
(b) To increase awareness among deci-
sion makers and the general public of the
importance of peaceful space activities for
improving the common economic and
social welfare of humanity;
(c) To establish and/or strengthen na-
tional mechanisms to coordinate the ap-
propriate development of space activities
and foster participation by all sectors con-
cerned;
(d) To improve the sharing of informa-
tion on and use of spin-offs from space
activities, in particular between developed
and developing countries, by making use
of appropriate communications technolo-
gies;
(e) To encourage all countries to provide
their children and youth, especially fe-
males, through appropriate educational
programmes, with opportunities to learn
more about space science and technol-
ogy and their importance to human de-
velopment and to participate fully in ac-
tivities related to space science and tech-
nology, as an investment in the future;
(f) To create within the framework of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, a consultative mechanism to fa-
cilitate the continued participation of young
people from all over the world, especially,
those from developing countries and
young women, in cooperative space-re-
lated activities;
(g) To consider the creation of awards
to recognize outstanding contributions in
space activity, in particular for youth;

v. Strengthening and repositioning of
space activities in the United Nations sys-
tem

Action should be taken:
(a) To reaffirm the role of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, its
two subcommittees and its secretariat in
leading global efforts for the exploration
and peaceful use of outer space on sig-
nificant global issues;
(b) To assist in the improvement of the
capacity-building process in developing
countries and countries with economies
in transition by emphasizing the develop-
ment and transfer of knowledge and skills,
by ensuring sustainable funding mecha-
nisms for the regional centres for space
science and technology education, affili-
ated to the United Nations, by enhancing
support for the United Nations Programme
on Space Applications through the provi-
sion of adequate resources, and by par-
ticipating in the implementation of the new
strategy of the Programme arising from
UNISPACE III;
(c) To encourage the increased use of
space-related systems and services by
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the specialized agencies and programmes
of the United Nations and by the private
sector around the world, where appropri-
ate, in order to support United Nations
efforts to promote the exploration and
peaceful uses of outer space;
(d) To promote the efforts of the Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space in the development of space law
by inviting States to ratify or accede to,
and inviting international intergovernmen-
tal organizations to declare acceptance
of, the outer space treaties5 developed by
the Committee and by considering the
further development of space law to meet
the needs of the international community,
taking into particular account the needs
of developing countries and countries with
economies in transition;
(e) To reconsider the agenda structure
and working methods of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and
its two subcommittees to better reflect is-
sues of global concern, including interna-
tional cooperation in space activities, tak-
ing into particular account the needs of
developing countries and countries in tran-
sition, as set out in the report of the Com-
mittee on its fortieth session;6

(f) To strengthen the coordination of
mutually, beneficial activities between the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space and other United Nations entities;

vi. Promoting international coopera-
tion

Action should be taken to follow up
the decision by the States participating in
UNISPACE III:
(a) To take note of the recommendations
of the regional preparatory conferences
for Africa and the Middle East, for Asia
and the Pacific, for eastern Europe and
for Latin America and the Caribbean that
are relevant to efforts made at the global
and regional levels, as set forth in sec-
tions A and B, respectively, of the annex
to the present Declaration, and to call upon
the international community, to the extent
feasible, to consider those recommenda-
tions in appropriate forums;
(b) To establish a special voluntary
United Nations fund for the purpose of
implementing the recommendations of
UNISPACE III, in particular the activities
of the regional centres for space science
and technology education, taking into ac-
count the recommendations of the re-
gional preparatory conferences. All Mem-
ber States are invited to support the fund
financially or in kind. They will he invited
to do so through an annual letter from the
Secretary-General which, inter alia, will
identify priority project proposals for en-
hancing and assisting technical coopera-
tion activities, in particular for human re-

source development. The Secretariat will
report annually to the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, listing
those States which have responded;
(c) To adopt measures aimed at identi-
fying new and innovative sources of fi-
nancing at the international level, includ-
ing in the private sector, in order to sup-
port the implementation of the recommen-
dations of UNISPACE III in developing
countries;
(d) To encourage all Member States and
international organizations to strengthen
their efforts in promoting the peaceful uses
of outer space for the benefit and in the
interest of all States, taking into particu-
lar account the interest of developing
countries and countries with economies
in transition, by facilitating programmes
and activities between space-faring and
non-space-faring countries, as well as
among developing countries, and involv-
ing civil society, including industry;

II.

1. Recognize the tremendous achieve-
ments of space science and technology
to date, look forward with confidence to
achieving even greater progress in the
future, and stress the vital importance of
attaining the goals and executing the ac-
tions outlined above and described in de-
tail in the report of UNISPACE III;
2. Emphasize that the shared objective
of sustainable development for all coun-
tries will require timely and effective ac-
tion to achieve the stated goals and that
such an endeavour will provide ample
scope for space science and technology
to play their proper role as major contribu-
tors to people’s well-being;
3. Recognize that the promotion of bi-
lateral, regional and international coopera-
tion in the field of outer space must be
guided by General Assembly resolution
51/122;

III.

Recalling that 4 October 1957 was the
date of the launch into outer space of the
first human-made Earth satellite, SPUT-
NIK I, thus opening the way for space ex-
ploration;

Recalling also that 10 October 1967
was the date of the entry into force of the
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activi-
ties of States in the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies;7

1. Decide, in order to contribute to the
achievement of the objectives of UNI-
SPACE III, in particular that of increasing
awareness among decision makers and
civil society of the benefits of the peace-

ful uses of space science and technology
for sustainable development, to invite the
General Assembly to declare, according
to its procedures, “World Space Week”
between 4 and 10 October for the yearly
celebration at the international level of the
contribution that space science and tech-
nology can make to the betterment of the
human condition;
2. Recommend to the General Assem-
bly that it review and evaluate, within ex-
isting resources, the implementation of the
recommendations of UNISPACE III after
a period of five years, and thereafter as
appropriate, on the basis of preparatory
work by the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space open to the partici-
pation of all Member States of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies, of
the United Nations system and observ-
ers.           ❐

NOTES

1 See Report of the Second United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, Vienna, 9–21 August 1982
(A/CONF.101/10 and Corr. 1 and 2).
2 General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI),
annex.
3 General Assembly resolution 51/122.
4 Report of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3–14 June 1992 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Reso-
lutions adopted by the Conference, resolution I,
annex II.
5 The existing treaties and agreements are the
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Peaceful Use of
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Ce-
lestial Bodies (the “Outer Space Treaty”), adopted
on 19 December 1966, opened for signature on
27 January 1967, entered into force on 10 Octo-
ber 1967, 95 ratifications and 27 signatures; the
Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the
Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects
Launched into Outer Space (the “Rescue Agree-
ment”), adopted on 19 December 1967, opened
for signature on 22 April 1968, entered into force
on 3 December 1968, 85 ratifications and 26 sig-
natures; the Convention on International Liabil-
ity for Damage Caused by Space Objects (the
“Liability Convention”), adopted on 29 Novem-
ber 1971, opened for signature on 29 March
1972, entered into force on 1 September 1972,
80 ratifications and 26 signatures; the Conven-
tion on the Registration of Objects Launched into
Outer Space (the “Registration Convention”),
adopted on 12 November 1974, opened for sig-
nature on 14 January 1975, entered into force
on 15 September 1976, 40 ratifications and 4
signatures; and the Agreement Governing the
Activities of States on the Moon and Other Ce-
lestial Bodies (the “Moon Agreement”), adopted
on 5 December 1979, opened for signature on
18 December 1979, entered into force on 11 July
1984, 9 ratifications and 5 signatures.
6 Official Records of the General Assembly,
Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 20, (A/52/
20), annex.
7 General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI),
annex.


