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Strategy to Curb Use of PVC

The Minister for Environment and Energy, Svend
Auken, has unveiled an overall strategy for Danish
efforts to clear the environment of PVC, with a new
action plan aiming to reduce and phase out the use of
plasticisers (or phthalates).

The strategy annuls the voluntary agreement con-
cluded in 1991 beteen the Environment Ministry and
industry. It aims to introduce actions to solve the waste
problems caused by PVC consumed in the past, and tar-
gets future consumption, ensuring that PVC can only
be used in products if justified by life cycle perspec-
tives.

waste flow, to avoid PVC in waste incineration plants.
• Developing new treatment technologies to promote
recycling of PVC waste.
• Collecting and recycling recyclable PVC.
• Discouraging recycling of PVC containing heavy
metals.

The strategy also defines a number of tools for
achieving these objectives, including amending the
Waste Order, to ensure that PVC is sorted out at the
source and collected separately. Further, lead will not be
used in plastic.

The Ministry of Taxation and the Environmental Pro-
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The strategy is based on six overall objectives:
• Banning the use in new PVC products of additives
which are harmful to health and the environment.
• Keeping PVC waste out of waste incineration plants,
where possible.
• Finding substitutes, where possible, for PVC products
which are difficult to separate from other waste in the

tection Agency have cooperated to prepare models for
collection of charges on new PVC products. Other
actions are taken under the new phthalates action plan,
which indicates seven priority areas and a number of ini-
tiatives within specified product groups, for example,
cars, floor coverings, toys, etc. ❒

UNEP
Warning on Non-Sustainable System

The Global Environment Outlook 2000 report by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warns that the world is fac-
ing several full-scale emergencies as a result of environmental degrad-
uation, and that “the present course in unsustainable and postponing
action is no longer an option.”

The report, which was based on contributions from UN agencies,
850 individuals and 30 environment bodies, calls for greater environ-
mental awareness on the part of institutions such as treasuries, central
banks, planning departments and trade bodies. These frequently
ignore sustainability questions in favour of short-term economic
options, it says. It notes that “integration of environmental thinking into
the mainstream of decision-making relating to agriculture, trade, invest-
ment, research and development, infrastructure and finance is now the
best chance for effective action.”

Climate change topped the list of environmental problems cited by
200 scientists surveyed for the report. Other critical areas include
water scarcity, water pollution, land degradation, tropical forest destruc-
tion, extinction of plant species, over-exploitation of fisheries, destruc-
tion of coral reefs and urban air pollution.

The report also draws attention to the increased frequency and
severity of natural disasters. For example, losses from natural disas-
ters over the decade 1986–1995 were eight times higher than in the
1960s. ❒

UN
Report on Global Finance

In a 297-page report criticising profit-driven private financial insti-
tutions that take excessive risks, Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General

says, “public oversight is needed to make financial systems fair as well
as effective.” 

The UN is especially sensitive to developing countries’ problems,
which are increasing especially in the areas of health, environment,
education and urbanisation, and the report’s authors say it is “positively
dangerous to expose under-developed domestic financial structures to
the ebbs and flows of global finance”

The report, which is an early preparation for a UN financial summit
in two years, contends that only limited benefits have come out of the
rush by developing countries eager for “national prestige” to create
their own stock exchanges. ❒

Alternative Approaches to Debt Relief
The Meeting on Alternative Approaches to Debt Relief took place

from 24–25 September 1999, in Washington. Organised jointly by the
Global Coalition for Africa (GCA) and the Centre for International
Development, Harvard University, it attracted approximately 60 partici-
pants, including government ministers and other senior officials from
highly indebted poor countries (HIPCs), together with representatives
of non-governmental organisations and international organisations,
such as the African Development Bank and the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP).

The aim of the meeting was to bring together key stakeholders to
promote debt forgiveness and a transparent debt relief programme.
Participants considered HIPCs debt repayment experiences, the recent
Cologne initiative of the Group of Seven countries (G-7), alternative
approaches to debt relief and the role of NGOs and HIPCs in achieving
debt relief.

Tbe meeting’s main outcome was agreement on a set of prin-
ciples on achieving debt cancellation. The principles are intended to
generate support for redesigning and strengthening debt relief pro-
grammes at the highest levels, particularly among bilateral and multi-
lateral donors. ❒
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