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CITES

Controlled Resumption of Ivory Trade

The decision in 1997 of the Conference of the Par-
ties to the Convention on the International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES) to authorise Zimbabwe,
Namibia and subsequently Botswana to resume exports
of ivory solely to Japan, was confirmed on 11 February
1999, by the Convention’s Standing Committee.

The controlled export, on an experimental basis,
is subject to certain conditions and to strict monitor-
ing.

It was argued in Harare that elephant populations in
the three countries are not threatened with extinction,
and they proposed that profits from a limited trade
might be ploughed back into programmes to conserve
the species elsewhere.

Namibia will now be authorised to export 13.8
tonnes of ivory to Japan and Zimbabwe 20 tonnes in a
single shipment after 18 March. Further verification has
still to be completed before similar authorisation can be
extended to Botswana. Experts believe that the sale of a
large quantity of ivory will contribute to breaking the
parallel market in illegal ivory which has begun once
more to expand over recent years.

The CITES Standing Committee has also approved a
new system for managing elephant populations and
monitoring poaching across all of Africa and south-east
Asia. Christened MIKE, this system has been developed
by experts with the International Union for Conservation
of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN). r
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REGIONAL AFFAIRS

EU

Proposed Water Directive

Meeting in Brussels on 11 March 1999, EU Environ-
ment Ministers reached a unanimous agreement on the
text of a framework Directive on a Community water
policy and a common position is expected to be adopted
without a debate.

The common position will include those areas of
agreement discussed with the European Parliament in
the context of informal “pre-conciliation” talks. How-
ever, this has been described by the Environment Com-
missioner Ritt Bjerregaard, as “far from satisfactory and
not ambitious enough.”

The proposal for a Directive aims to provide a frame-
work within which Community, national and regional
authorities can develop integrated and coherent policies on
water. As a result, it should be possible to identify those
areas not treated and take any necessary measures, estab-
lish firm bases for the collection and analysis of accurate
and comparable information on the quality of the aquatic
environment and on the threats it faces, and provide for the
dissemination of information and public consultation.

In practice, the Directive will introduce the principle
of management by hydrographic basin, requiring assess-
ment of the characteristics of each basin. The draft
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also contains provisions introducing a mechanism apply-
ing the principle of recovery of the cost of water ser-
vices, measures aimed at combating accidental pollution
and a procedure for the development of co-ordinated
strategies on pollution by isolated sources or groups of
pollutants.

With regard to deadlines, the draft Directive sets a
target for achieving good water quality by 2010, a first

six-year cycle running from the establishment of the
Programme of Measures (to be fully implemented within
ten years of the entry into force of the Directive). Subject
to derogations, the process would then consist of three
six-year cycles, making a total of eighteen years. The
Environment Commissioner had sought unsuccessfully
to reduce this additional eighteen-year timescale to
twelve years. ❒

Africa

Wildlife Task Force

On 17 March, six countries formally empowered an
international Task Force to fight wildlife crime in Africa.
They are: Republic of Congo, Kenya, Lesotho, Tanzania,
Uganda and Zambia. This Task Force is the first of its
kind in the world and will have its headquarters at the
Kenya Wildlife Service in Nairobi.

The Task Force functions under the Lusaka Agree-
ment on Co-operative Enforcement Operations directed
at Illegal Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora, signed in Lus-
aka in 1994. So far, six countries have adopted the
Agreement which entered into force in 1996. The estab-

lishment of the Task Force will strengthen the effective-
ness of the Convention on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

The Force is composed of seconded national law
enforcement officers from each Party and designated
National Bureaux. The National Bureaux will work
together with Task Force Headquarters on joint cross-
border operations against wildlife crime. The Director,
Intelligence Officer and support staff are expected to be
appointed in the next few weeks. r

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

USA

Genetically Engineered Crops

A lawsuit was filed in March by farmers of organic
produce and environmental activists against the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA). They allege that its
approval of various “BT” crops had been unlawful.
These crops have been genetically engineered to contain
the bacillus thuringiensis organism, a naturally occur-
ring, soil-based strain which then produces toxins that
kill off certain insects. Environmental groups had
already petitioned the EPA to withdraw registration for
BT crops and have said that the lawsuit followed up on
that application. 

 The suit focuses on the environmental implications
of BT crops, claiming these encourage pest resistance to

build up and ultimately make it harder to treat problems
through traditional means. It also asserts that contamina-
tion of non-genetically engineered crops can occur when
pollen is transferred by wind or insects, and that there
can be an effect on non-target insects and organisms.
The lawsuit formally accuses the Agency of breaching
several federal acts, including the Insecticide, Fungicide
and Rodenticide Act and the National Environmental
Policy Act, because of these environmental effects. In it,
the plaintiffs have cited estimates that up to 25 per cent
of the 1999 field corn crop would involve BT corn – with
predictions that BT corn is grown on about 15m acres in
the United States. r
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