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The most important thing the Commission had done
in terms of the “big picture” was to state right up front
that the two most pressing decisions facing the oceans
were overfishing and land-based sources of pollution, he
said. Those were the unequivocal priorities. Anyone
who wanted to do anything about the oceans, whether
on the national, regional or international level should
not waste their time on other issues until they had fixed
those ones.

Responding to a question, the Chairman said the
most important achievement of the just-concluded
session was one that appeared to be procedural on the
face of it. If the big priorities before the Commission
could be carried through and debated as necessary by
the General Assembly with proper preparation, that was
a major step forward which would give a much higher
profile to ocean issues. It was a very significant break-
through. (MJ) r

FAO

Sustainable Forest Development
At the Second Ministerial Conference on Sustainable

Forestry, held in Rome from 8–9 March 1999, by the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO), agriculture and environment ministers from 100
countries signed the Rome Declaration on Forestry, in
which they pledge to promote sustainable forestry into
the 21st century.

The current situation regarding forest resources and
forest management trends are outlined in the “State of
the World’s Forests” report, published to coincide with
the 1–5 March Meeting of the FAO’s Committee on For-
estry. The report covers national forestry policy, the glo-
bal outlook for timber product supply and demand, and

progress on the sustainable management of the world’s
forests.

At the Ministerial session, delegates outlined a series
of general criteria to be included in future international
agreements and designed to safeguard forests and prevent
their destruction by fire. Delegates also reviewed forestry
policy in a number of countries, notably Mexico and Bra-
zil, which suffer from a high incidence of forest fires.

The Declaration adopted by the Ministers contains a
pledge to pursue dialogue at the global level with a view
to coordinating future action on forests, improve the co-
ordination of and step up the fight against forest fires,
and promote sustainable forest management. r
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OECD

Development Cooperation
The 1998 Development Cooperation Report was

published on 1 March 1999, and was presented in a press
conference by James Michel, departing Chair of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment’s (OECD) Development Assistance Committee.

It examines efforts to give operational effect to a glo-
bal partnership strategy, widely acknowledge in the
international community as the accepted standard for
development cooperation.

In this respect, the Report describes progress under
four headings, which correspond to the objectives set out
in the Committee’s work programme. The first goal was
to advance the international development targets and to

measure performance against them. In that regard, two
major events have occurred: the first is the formation of a
network on poverty reduction. Committee members had
decided that of all the different goals, poverty reduction
was the one in which they could most constructively
engage. To this end, they had met with representatives of
a number of developing countries and formed a network
for reducing poverty. This network is geared at identify-
ing best practices to help attain the goal of reducing the
percentage of people living in absolute poverty by 50 per
cent by the year 2015 and works with other groups
within the OECD to put the principle of partnership into
practice.
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