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fraction of 1lml of the suspended red cells filtered in the first minute.
The minimum FI was usually reached 7-16 h after the onset of the first
symptoms and in the majority of cases it rapidly improved reaching near
normal values again by 2k-36 h. If it is assumed that these latter values
(FI = 0.57 £ o.0l) represent the patients' FI before the infarction, the
mean minimum FI following the infarct (to 0.22 % 0.04) was 28% of the
original value. This minimum FI was significantly related to the
subsequent clinical course of the patients. Eleven patients who developed
pulmonary oedema had a significantly lower (R0.01) FI (0.22 ¥ 0.07) than
the patients who did not (0.47 % ©.05). The FI of the five patients who
developed cardiogenic shock was even lower (0.11 * 0.04). Three patients
died within 2 weeks, in two cases the red cells on admission could nct be
filtered at all (FI = 0) and in the third the FI was 0.22. The possible
role of plasma factors in the changes in red cell filterability was studied
in three different series of experiments which all suggested that the
changes in FI were principally due to a plasma factor affecting the red
cells.
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