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Questions for people with aphasia:

1. Demographics - age; location in Ireland
2. Tell me about how you like to socialise with friends or family.
3. Tell me if this has changed because of Covid-19
4. Are there any places that you go to socialise with other people with Aphasia right now?
5. Have you heard of the Aphasia Café/ Tell me about the aphasia café 
6. Have you been to the aphasia café in person? What are the advantages and disadvantages of attending the aphasia café in person?
7. What could we do to make the in- person aphasia café better for people with aphasia?
8. The aphasia café has moved online. This is because of Covid-19. What are the advantages and disadvantages of attending the aphasia café online?
9. What could we do to make an online aphasia café better for people with aphasia?
10. There hasn’t been an event for people with aphasia in Ireland yet. Would you be interested in going to an event specifically for people with aphasia?
11. What would you like to see at this event? (Talks by experts, people with aphasia, demonstrations of hobbies?)
12. How far would you travel to come to this event?
13. Is there anything else you would like to discuss?
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Semi-Structured Interview Guide for Speech and Language Therapy Student 
 
1. Demographics – age; location in Ireland; year in Speech and Language Therapy course. 
2. How do you typically like to socialise outside of college/work?  
a. With your family 
b. With friends 
3. How has this been impacted by COVID-19?  
4. How has your social life changed with the COVID-19 restrictions and gradual easing of these?  Are you reluctant to socialise again? 
5. What places in your area would you typically go to socialise? 
6. What have you learnt/what do you know about Aphasia? 
7. What do you know about the Aphasia café? 
8. Have you heard of other healthcare students talk about the Aphasia café? What have they said? 
9. If you have attended the Aphasia café (either online/in-person), what has your own experience of this been? 
10. What do you think would prevent healthcare students from attending the Aphasia café online/in person? 
11. As the Aphasia café has moved online due to COVID-19, what do you think the advantage and disadvantages of this are from the student perspective? How does this compare to being face-to-face? 
12. What do you think would encourage Speech and Language Therapy students to attend the Aphasia café online/in-person? 
13. What do you think would prevent students from attending the Aphasia café online/in person? 
14. What do you think the advantage and disadvantages of having the Aphasia café online are for people with aphasia? How does this compare to being face-to-face? 
15. What do you think would encourage more people with Aphasia to attend the Aphasia café online/in-person? 
16. If there was a user-led event/conference planned for people with Aphasia, what do you think people with Aphasia would like to see at such an event? 
17. What supports do you think people with Aphasia would need to attend/get involved in such an event? 
18. What do you think would be required to make such an event successful/beneficial for people with Aphasia? 
19. What role would you see for Speech and Language Therapists in supporting a user-led event in Ireland for people with aphasia? 
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PA3: | like going to the pub, look at
football .drinking do you know what |

mean, just like - not, not a lot. But... just a
- just I'm young

SLTS8: Am | think, | like to go to like
fitness classes, yoga classes, am, go
out for a few pints after work

PA2: Ah there, there, there was a place in am (local
arca) eh because of COVID they they, ah not doing it as
ahand L ah, I1 got a lc, uh I got a letter am there last
March.

AH: mmm

PA2: Ah that's when I, that’s when I was going to go

Socialising prior to Covid-19

SB: And would you have used
[technology] a lot before the
COVID? Or do you find you use it
‘more now?

PA4: A lot, lot before the Covid. No,
no. A lot since the Covid.

SB: Okay, 5o, beforehand, you didn't
really so much.

PA4: No, no.

AH: how has
your socializing
been impacted
by lovely
COVID-19?
SLTS2: It has
taken away our
social lives. We
don’t have

Reduced
Opportunities to

Engage Socialising
Changes during
Covid-19
Pandemic

any.
SLTS1: What
social life? SLTS14: [Covid has] forced me to kind
of keep in more contact with my
friends...more than | would have done
before, like on Snapchat or like
facetiming them...like meeting up
once a week, like on zoom, you know,
just even for like a drink and a chat.

PA4: No, we socialize since, socialize

Increased Reliance on
hardly nothing.

Technology

PAS: I try, tricd not to, to do so much am last year with the, with am
COVID cause my parents are, parents arc kind of elderly as well. So
am one of, I, I, I was, I did feel, feel a litle bit res, I won’t say
restricted. 1am, I kind of am, yeah like I suppose I was, I was
limiting mysclf.

SLTS5: | suppose everything now s like
phone calls and zoom calls and things
like that rather than being able to or

walking like going for walks with people

PA4: We use a speaking to the people
within that laptop, exactly.




image1.png
University College Cork, Ireland
Colaiste na hOllscoile Corcaigh




